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“Human existence is based upon two pillars: compassion and 
knowledge. Compassion without knowledge is ineffective; knowledge 
without compassion is inhuman.” —Victor Weisskopf 

On the first day of school in late August, I shared 
this quote with students, parents, guardians, and 
employees. I invited them to join me in recommitting 
to one of our core values, and a key element of our 
mission: compassion.

A Founder’s Day speech given last spring by then-
senior Cassidy Jensen ’14 was the original inspiration 
for my decision to make compassion our focus this 
year. As you will read in a transcript of her speech 
on page 9, Cassidy urged us to make sure Castilleja 
remains known as a place where people are “not just 
good at what they do, but also good to each other.” 
So, taking my lead from Cassidy, I asked students 
and adults to imagine how we might grow more 
compassionate in the year ahead.  

Compassion is evident every day at Castilleja—on 
the Circle, in the classroom, and on the playing 
fields. With their lockers now alongside their little 

sisters’, eighth grade big sisters stay attuned to the 
needs of our sixth grade students; junior ringees 
shower their senior ringers with comforting treats to 
ease the stress of the college application process; 
and freshmen athletes host “senior night” for their 
graduating teammates, in thanks for their leadership 
and mentoring. These traditions are part of our 
history and have become part of our DNA. 
At Castilleja, compassion for one another is 
practiced daily.

Compassion beyond the Circle is an equally 
important part of our tradition. For over one 
hundred years, Castilleja has educated girls to 
deepen their understanding of others, and to 
commit to take action when they uncover needs. 
When reading to their kindergarten buddies at a 
nearby school, entertaining senior citizens at a local 
facility, or chronicling the forgotten stories of day 
workers, our students learn the complexities of 
compassionate care and mutual respect.  

From the Latin com–pati, compassion can be 
understood to mean “suffering together.” For us, 
compassion also means “healing together” through 
deeper understanding, collaboration, and creative 
problem solving. Through exchanges with girls 
their own age in India, Kenya, Guatemala, France, 
and China, our students expand their horizons, 
learning to challenge their assumptions and to listen 
carefully, laying the groundwork for compassionate 
partnership and leadership. 

Compassion has served as a fundamental value of 
our school for over a century. And yet I invite us to 
recommit, and we are doing just that. As you will 
read in the pages that follow, we are strengthening 
our Wellness program and integrating it into a more 
comprehensive Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 
program for the school. Embracing current research, 
we are further developing our students’ emotional 
intelligence. We are teaching them to use the power 
of their emotions to grow in resilience, to make a 
difference for others, and ultimately, to create a 
more productive and compassionate world.

from the head
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Cultivating Resilience in Girls: 
Doing the Math  
by Terese Brennan-Marquez, Director of Counseling and  
Social and Emotional Learning  

“The immediate outcome of SEL may be academic success or 
improved psychological well-being for the individual student. But, 
in the end, we all benefit through the creation of a kinder and more 
compassionate society.” 

—Vicki Zakrzewski, Education Director, 
Greater Good Science Center

The Equation:  
SEL + Resilience = Well-Being
Here is something Casti girls can understand—a 
simple math equation. Castilleja students are smart, 
inquisitive and know how to solve for a definitive 
answer. Unfortunately the simplicity of this equation 
is misleading. Unlike a simple math equation, the 
variables in this problem can be elusive and somewhat 
complicated. Helping girls access the variables and 
deconstruct the complexity of well-being is the task of 
the newly developed Department of Counseling and 
Social and Emotional Learning at Castilleja School.  

The Variables
In a recent issue of full circle Anne Cameron, Head 
of Middle School, discussed the role of Social and 
Emotional Learning (SEL) at Castilleja. As a reminder, 
SEL is the process by which young people develop the 
intrapersonal and interpersonal skills to succeed in all 
aspects of life. In the classroom, that translates to the 
ability to interact and get along with others, participate 
successfully in teamwork and cooperative learning, 
develop life skills in preparation for the “real world,” 
and manage behaviors by exhibiting self-control.  

Resilience is an individual’s ability to properly 
adapt to stress and adversity. Extensive research 
has shown that there are three protective factors 
that foster resilience in young people: caring 
relationships, high expectations that show a belief 
in a young person’s capacity to succeed, and 
opportunities for meaningful participation. 

The goal in marrying social and emotional learning 

to resilience is well-being. Well-being, as defined 
by Merriam-Webster, is the state of being happy, 
healthy, or successful. I think it can be safely 
assumed that all the adults in a Casti girl’s life are 
working hard to assure her sense of well-being 
now and in her future. At Castilleja we are focused 
on learning more about how we can intentionally 
support our students in this quest.

The Facts
Let’s take a look at how this might work. A Castilleja 
girl is a bright and motivated student. She hasn’t 
gotten this far without hard work, a focus on 
achievement, and parents who value these qualities.  
She probably has at least one extra-curricular passion, 
if not many. A typical weekday includes a full day 
of school, her after-school activity, and 2-3 hours 
of homework. It also includes 16+ hours of juggling 
these responsibilities with all her typical adolescent 
emotions. At the same time, she is embarking on the 
journey of individuation into adulthood, and brain 
development that has not completed the process of 
growing a mature pre-frontal cortex (the area of the 
brain where executive functioning occurs). Also, she 
knows that all the adults in her life are expecting her 
to be successful because they are all working so hard 
to ensure that. Wow! She has a lot going on, and she 
is feeling a lot of pressure to do it all well.

The Solution
The solution is in how the adults support the student 
in her development toward life-long well-being.  
Alleviating some of the pressure can be useful, but the 
fact is, life in the 21st century is busy and stressful. The 
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answer is in helping her develop the core competencies 
of social and emotional learning to manage the stress, 
and promoting her resilience to withstand it.  

In developing the Department of Counseling and 
Social and Emotional Learning, Castilleja has made a 
commitment to the education of the whole student.  
Castilleja recognizes that a complete education not 
only teaches academics, but also prepares students 
for success in a world that demands the ability to work 
effectively and collaboratively with others. Women 
Learning, Women Leading is not just a tag line; it is the 
point of focus for the Castilleja community. Effective 
social and emotional learning requires a commitment 
on the part of all staff and faculty.

As the Director of Counseling and Social and Emotional 
Learning, my job is to support the adults in their 
support of the students. This means offering education 
and consultation to employees and parents about core 
social and emotional learning competencies: emotional 
processes, social/interpersonal skills, and cognitive 
regulation. In addition, it means acknowledging the 
challenges we all face and encouraging students to 
persevere by offering a supportive relationship that 
acknowledges each girl’s capacity to succeed.  

The Outcome
Each student will have the opportunity to thrive with 
her own sense of well-being. Happiness, healthiness, 
and success are lifelong goals and each girl will end 
up defining it in her own way as she heads into and 
through adulthood. According to the Collaborative for 
Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning, the nation’s 
foremost think tank on issues related to social and 
emotional learning and its link to academic success, 

the five most frequently reported applied skills that 
employers rate as “very important” all relate to positive 
social and emotional development:  professionalism, 
communication skills, teamwork and collaboration, 
critical thinking and problem-solving, and ethics and 
social responsibility. From a success perspective, the 
SEL development students gain at Castilleja aligns 
perfectly with these skills. From a happiness and health 
perspective, resilience is promoted through authentic, 
caring relationships with faculty and staff, the belief in 
each girl’s ability to be successful and the deep sense 
of community at Castilleja.  

Maybe the original equation is flawed. Perhaps it 
should read:

Girl + Adults in her life  
(SEL skills + resilience support) = Well-Being

It is an awesome responsibility to offer each Casti 
girl the opportunity to develop lifelong well-being.  
Providing the faculty, parents and staff with the 
knowledge, the tools, and the obligation to carry this 
out is the commitment Castilleja makes.

Terese Brennan-Marquez joined Castilleja in 2014 
as Director of Counseling and Social and Emotional 
Learning. She is a licensed clinical social worker who 
spent the ten years prior to joining Castilleja working 
as a therapist in private practice and as the Clinical 
Director of Acknowledge Alliance (previously The 
Cleo Eulau Center). She created both school-based 
counseling programs and social and emotional learning 
curriculua that are used in several Bay Area schools. 
She received her BS from the University of California, 
Berkeley and MSW from San Francisco State University.
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Resilience and Athletics  
by Mary Jo Pruitt, Director of Athletics

Castilleja’s new Director of Athletics, Mary Jo Pruitt, sat down with 
Assistant Director of Advancement Dana Sundblad to discuss the 
role of athletics in building resiliency and to share her excitement for 
working with the Gators.

Dana Sundblad: After such a successful 8-year 
tenure at the collegiate level at Stanford, why were 
you interested it making the transition to high 
school athletics?

Mary Jo Pruitt: It sounds corny to say, but working 
as Director of Athletics at a high school has always 
been my dream job! After years of working with 
collegiate athletes as a coach, recruiting coordinator, 
and Director of Operations, it is clear to me that you 
can make a huge impact on student-athletes during 
their high school years, and that is what I hope to do. I 
believe my experiences at Stanford have prepared me 
for my new role. It is the opportunity of a lifetime to 
work with Castilleja’s amazing student-athletes. 

DS: Can you talk about the mission of the Athletics 
Program at Castilleja?

MP: Athletics is an important part of the overall 
educational experience at Castilleja. The program 
provides our student-athletes with the opportunity 
to develop sportsmanship, teamwork, and work 
ethic. It also provides our community with a source 
of pride, unity, and school spirit. 

DS:  Do a lot of students participate in athletics?

MP: About 80% of our Middle School students and 
about 50% of our Upper School students participate 
in at least one sport per year, which is great. Our 
programs allow for skill development, and provide 
competitive opportunities for our student-athletes. 
Our coaching and training staff works hard to create 
an environment that is exciting, fun, and healthy. I 
think athletics gives students the ability to refine 
important skills, including empathy, listening, and 
collaboration, because they have to come together 
to achieve a common goal.

DS: What are some other skills that athletics helps 
develop?  

MP: I think resilience is something that athletes 
at all levels develop. You don’t perfect a skill 

overnight. You don’t win every game. Through 
training, practicing, and competing, athletes 
develop the components of resilience—confidence, 
character, connections with others—which 
ultimately define how you handle losing versus how 
you handle winning.

I recently saw a quote from Muhammad Ali. He said 
that there was ‘nothing wrong with going down. 
It’s staying down that is wrong.’ I want all of our 
student-athletes to come away from our program 
not afraid to try hard because they aren’t afraid to 
occasionally fail!

DS: Can those lessons translate from the playing 
field into the classroom?

MP: Absolutely. I think athletics is a great way 
to develop leadership skills. Not only does it 
build confidence and self-awareness, but also it 
teaches you how to communicate with others, to 
be accountable for your actions, and to have the 
strength to make the right decisions, even if they 
aren’t the popular decisions.
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Mary Jo Pruitt joined Castilleja as Director of 
Athletics in 2014. Previously she worked for Stanford 
University in various roles, including Director of 
Operations for the Track and Field/Cross Country 
programs, Recruiting Coordinator for Compliance, 
and as Assistant Cross Country and Track and Field 
Coach. She was an All-American and NCAA qualifier 
during her collegiate track career. She received her 
BS from the University of California, Davis and MA 
from the University of San Francisco.

DS: As a successful high school and collegiate 
athlete yourself, what are some of the most 
important lessons you learned that you hope to 
teach Casti student-athletes?

MP: I hope Castilleja athletes leave our program 
with self-confidence, organization, and good  
time management skills, the ability to win and lose 
with integrity, and to treat others with respect. 
While they are here I hope they learn to work hard, 
compete to the best of their ability, and above all, 
have fun!

DS: Speaking of fun, what are you most looking 
forward to in your first year?

MP: Working collaboratively with our unbelievable 
student-athletes, our coaching staff, and Athletic 
Department. I would like to continue to elevate the 
athletic program at Castilleja and demonstrate to 
the community that you can have great success in 
both the classroom and on the field. I am also really 
excited to take in everything Castilleja has to offer 
and the new opportunities each day brings.  
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The Importance of Reading for 
Pleasure: A Discussion with Students 
by Jole Seroff, Director of Library and Information Services 

Mark Twain famously said, “The man who doesn’t read good 
books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them;” he 
would certainly have no advantage over Castilleja girls. We are a 
community of readers. Our library is a bustling, joyful place, where 
students come to revisit old favorite tales and to discover thrilling 
new ones. Even as students begin borrowing books electronically via 
our new ebook collection, our circulation of print books continues 
to climb. We invited some of our most frequent library patrons to 
discuss the role of independent reading in their lives. This article 
shares some of their insights.

A Castilleja education provides ample opportunity 
for reading, but, as Bridget Sullivan ’20 remarks,  
tastes vary, and “sometimes you don’t like the  
reading you’re given.” Her classmate Sara Lowell ’20  
concurs, and adds that having to read a lot of what 
doesn’t appeal can discourage some students from 
reading altogether. Conversely, Kiana Borjian ’16 
finds it exciting when she’s able to make connections 
between her independent reading and something she’s 
read for a class. Juliet O’Brien ’16 finds that assigned 
reading can pique her interest in new genres. After a 
recent visit with our Writer in Residence, Alexandra 
Fuller, Juliet has been reading memoirs, Fuller’s forté. 

Gaby Nightingale ’19 thinks of books as a “starting 
point for [her] imagination.” Her classmate Chloe 
Nicolaou ’19 opines that for downtime that is both 
relaxing and intellectually stimulating, reading books 
is “better than watching TV.” Immersing themselves 
in stories not only helps our girls to relax, but also to 
explore their own feelings and ideas. In Kiana Borjian 
’16’s words, books “help you understand your life 
better. When I read, it’s my way of checking in with 
myself and seeing where my priorities and my interests 
lie.” Sophia Yonehiro ’19 says books enable her to 
articulate “things I can’t say for myself.” Her classmate 
Sophie Nevle Levoy ’19 remarks poetically that 
reading for her is about “seeking beauty in the world,” 
a beauty that can be found “even in the most tragic 
situations.”

Independent reading for pleasure brings benefits 
both academic and personal. Many studies have 
provided evidence for the common sense notion that 
a regular practice of independent reading results in a 
stronger vocabulary, better reading comprehension, 
and improved writing skills. Studies indicate that 
reading broadly supports critical development of 
general knowledge, a better understanding of other 
cultures, increased insight into human behavior and 
decision-making, and can even result in greater 
participation in one’s own community.

Recent research tantalizingly suggests that reading 
can increase our capacity for empathy. The New 
School in New York City has conducted studies that 
indicate that readers of literary fiction are better 
able to understand the thoughts and emotions of 
others. According to Scientific American, this study 
suggests that “reading fiction is a valuable socializing 
influence.” Our students know this intuitively. Several 
students told us that reading helps them gain 
perspective on the issues in their own lives. “Reading 
fiction helps me remember that there are bigger, 
and different, problems than my own,” says Sophia 
Yonehiro ’19. Ria Sonecha ’18 points out that books 
offer windows to new “ways of seeing the world. You 
live your life from your own point of view, and it’s 
important to see other sides.”

feature
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“When you read, you see the world through a totally 
different person’s eyes,” says Anna Friedman ’18. 
Her classmate Jessa Mellea ’18 concurs, and adds 
that examining a range of points of view helps her 
to clarify and confirm her own beliefs. Even as an 
avid reader, Niki Flamen ’16 sometimes struggles 
when reading something from a perspective sharply 
opposed to her own. “Each writer comes with a 
particular bias, so you’ll get a totally different story,” 
she says. But Maddie MacGregor ’16 points out, with 
what strikes me as a distinctly Castillejan sentiment, 
“If you don’t have all the information, how can you 
make informed decisions?” 

Our students are aware that controversy sometimes 
swirls around literature for young adults. They also 
understand that fiction can depict characters in 
unfortunate situations and explore the consequences 
of unwise choices. Piper Richardson ’20 feels that 
exposure to a range of social issues through literature 
is an important part of her education. “Rather than 
be kept in the dark about important issues,” she 
says, reading about them “can help us make better 
choices.” Sophie Nevle Levoy ’19 points out that if 
adults are concerned about what teens are reading 
they should seize the opportunity for conversation 
about complicated issues. “That should be a chance 
for discussion, not censorship,” she says.

We asked our students about whether they discuss 
the difficult issues they encounter in their reading with 
adults in their lives. Some said yes; Ria Sonecha ’18 
sometimes reads books with her mother noting, “It 
gives me a different point of view from discussing 
with my classmates.” Others prefer to discuss with 
their peers. Independent reading is, perhaps, a 
misnomer, as nearly all of our readers emphasize the 
joy they find in sharing books with others.  
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Reading Resources
Castilleja School’s Espinosa Library provides 
numerous resources to help students and their 
parents select appealing and appropriate books 
for independent reading, all of which can be 
found on our website. A few options from our 
hand-picked Recommended Pleasure reading list, 
which features grade-level indications and genre 
classifications, are included here: 

Recommended for Middle School students:

Half a World Away by Cynthia Kadohata

Enchanted by Alethea Kontis

Picture Me Gone by Meg Rosoff

Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool

Recommended  for High School students:

The Summer Prince by Alaya Dawn Johnson

Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz 

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein

View the complete list at:  
library.castilleja.org/reading-list

For more about the impact of reading on  
student achievement:

“Reading for Pleasure: A research overview,” by 
Christina Clark and Kate Rumbold, The National 
Literacy Trust (2006) 

Follow the Library:

Athena Nair ’19 declares that her reading helps her 
to better navigate relationships with friends. It has 
“helped me so much,” she says, “with social and 
emotional aspects of my life.” Cali Triantis ’19 points 
out that in this digital age, huge and influential fan 
communities develop around books online that can 
ultimately have meaningful impacts in the real world. 
Cali cites the Harry Potter Alliance, an activist group 
focused on supporting causes related to literacy and 
human rights. “They use books to better the world,” 
she says. 

As they age, our students face increasing demands 
on their time. We often hear, especially from our high 
school students, that they struggle to find time for 
reading for pleasure. Alex Zafran ’15 declares that 
she makes a practice and a priority of reading. Juliet 
O’Brien ’16 understands; “if I have a book I really want 
to read I’m going to find a way to read it,” she says. 
Niki Flamen ’16 keeps reading in her busy daily life 
while staying informed on current events by choosing 
articles from newspapers and magazines. 

After so much heady talk, Lea Sparkman ’16 entreats 
us to remember that “reading is just fun. I read to 
learn about myself, but I also enjoy reading.” The joy 
of immersing yourself in a great book is one that I 
know well, and one that I know Lea and so many of 
our students will treasure throughout their lives. The 
Castilleja Library will always provide resources to 
inspire and support reading for pleasure, an essential 
part of life in our community. 

Thanks to Library Services Specialist Hannah Gómez 
and to all the students who participated in our 
conversations. 

Jole Seroff is Director of Library and Information 
Services at Castilleja. She earned a Masters of 
Instruction and Curriculum Leadership with a focus 
in Library Sciences at The University of Memphis in 
her home state of Tennessee. This is her 10th year 
as a school librarian. Her passions include creating 
a community of avid readers, defending intellectual 
freedom, and promoting active reflection on the role 
of information and technology in our lives. 

Castilleja School Library

CastiLibrary

CastiLibrary

CastiLibrary

library.castilleja.org
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The Importance of a Caring Community  
by Cassidy Jensen ’14  

On paper, Castilleja is not so different from other schools. There are 
other private schools, even all-girl schools, that can claim the same 
benefits and advantages that Casti can. At least, I used to think this 
was the case.

A few weeks ago, I discussed the practice of Senior 
Talks with a friend from a different school. Her school 
is much like Castilleja. They also have talks, where 
seniors speak about an important experience or idea 
that they want to convey to their peers, in a speech 
that is often moving and deeply personal. However, 
at my friend’s school, the best senior talks get voted 
on in a competition to win scholarship money. At 
Castilleja, you get flowers and a round of warm 
congratulations from teachers and students, whether 
you have spoken to them before or not.

This perfectly illustrates the Castilleja difference, 
which is not our students’ intelligence, not our 
achievements, not our clubs or sports teams, not 
even our amazing teachers, but the kindness that 
permeates all aspects of school life. When I say 
kindness, I don’t mean that ubiquitous “she’s so nice” 
descriptor offered to girls. Kindness is empathy and 
understanding, in addition to acting nicely. I mean 
that if a girl is found crying in a bathroom, she won’t 
be ignored, but hugged and reassured. If I miss a 
class, I can ask a classmate to send me the notes and 
she will do so without a second thought. These are 
little things, but important things.

Our teachers work incredibly hard in order to instill 
in us the ability to consume information critically, to 
write and speak clearly, to analyze data and construct 
original solutions to problems. In short, they give us 
the tools to be great students and great citizens. But 
what they leave up to us is to be good human beings.

It can be hard to remember—in an age where non-
digital interaction is increasingly rare, and efficiency 
is increasingly important—that your value as a person 
can’t be defined by what you produce. You’re not 
your grades, your 100 meter time, or your robotics 
trophies. You are how you treat other people. As 
Maya Angelou said “At the end of the day people 
won’t remember what you said or did, but they will 
remember how you made them feel.”

In a book Mr. Smoot’s Rebellion class is reading, 
a character goes without speaking for decades, 
because he feels that if no one is listening to him, he 
might as well not speak. As someone who identifies 
as an introvert, I fully understand that urge. But when 
I’m in a place where people listen and respond to 
what I’m saying, I can be outspoken. This is because 
at Casti, people have learned how to listen, instead of 
just waiting for their turn to speak.

I hope we never lose that, our ability to listen to each 
other with undivided attention and sincerely try to 
understand an opposing point of view. I hope you 
younger students, even you girls way back there in 
the sunshine yellow ties, remember that the little 
things you do for others really make a difference—not 
only for the people who you help, but for your own 
growth and sense of self-worth. Reason is all well and 
good, but compassion—and of course conscience, 
courage, charity, courtesy, and character—are even 
more essential. Seniors, take this with you when you 
go to college. Be kind, be smart, and be important—
but mostly the first one. How you are matters as 
much as what you do.

Divisiveness and polarization are among the 
tremendous challenges facing our generation. We 
need as many empathetic and capable women as we 
can get.

As seniors, we have tried to create a culture of 
compassion. Now it’s up to the rest of you—juniors, 
underclassmen, and the middle schoolers—to make 
Castilleja known as a place where people are not just 
good at what they do, but good to each other. 

Cassidy Jensen ’14 is a freshman at Georgetown University. 
This piece was originally delivered as a speech at Castilleja 
School on Founder’s Day 2014.
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Opening Day Traditions
The first day of school featured two beloved Casti traditions—the Tie 
Ceremony and the first time the seniors could drive around the Circle. 
More than 750 parents, alumnae, faculty, staff, and students lined the 
Circle to watch the Seniors get pinned by faculty and then race across 
the Circle to tie the green ties of the freshman class. The eighth graders 
followed suit, making a mad dash across the Circle to tie the yellow ties 
of their little sisters! At break, the campus community lined the Circle 
and the upper level of Rhoades Hall to watch the Class of 2015 take 
their first lap. Amid cheers, honks, feather boas, pom poms, and an 
appearance by the Casti Gator, the seniors got the year off to a great 
start. The day ended with Casti cupcakes and a dj spinning tunes for 
eager dancers (and a few singers!).

Class of 2014 races across the Circle during Tie Ceremony

around the circle
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Leadership Team Takes ALS Challenge
To end the first day of school, the Casti Leadership Team accepted the 
ALS Ice Bucket Challenge from the Leadership Team at Menlo School. 
To save water during the drought, the team opted for an “ice-less” 
challenge and jumped into the pool. Students gathered around the 
Okawa pool to see Nanci KauffmanHA (Head of School), Josée Band 
(Dean of Teaching and Learning), Kathy BurchHA (Executive Associate 
to the Head of School) Anne CameronHA (Head of Middle School), 
Kathy Layendecker (CFO), Jill LeeHA (Director of Admission), and Jim 
Pickett (Head of Upper School) take the plunge and challenge the 
Upper School Government (ASB)!

around the circle

Clubbing on the 
Circle!
After a quick assembly, the Upper 
School students rushed on to 
the Circle to the annual Clubs 
Fair. The girls spent time learning 
about the wide variety of clubs 
and ACE Orgs on campus and 
then had the chance to sign up 
for anything (and everything) 
that interested them! Casti clubs 
and ACE Orgs offer something 
for everybody—from groups 
focused on service, social justice, 
and diversity, to clubs dedicated 
to helping students develop an 
appreciation for cheese, art, 
yoga, and Shakespeare. Student 
leaders, as well as mentors and 
advisors, staffed their booths 
and talked to their classmates 
about the meaning of acronyms 
like JSA, MUN and FOMF. They 
also encouraged participation 
in everything from Gatorbotics 
and the Debate club to Free 
the Children, Ada’s Cafe, Sound 
Sisters, and Counterpoint Monthly.

Battling Robots 
Seventh grade science students learned to program Lego Robots 
to move and respond to sensory input from the environment in a 
collaborative project done in conjunction with the Bourn Idea Lab. 
The robots, called Mindstorms, were comprised of a programmable 
brick, motors, sensors, and, of course, Legos! The students were very 
successful programming the Mindstorms and got to test their skills 
in a “Battling Robots” challenge on Halloween. They had a great time 
showing off their robots and each battle generated lots of excitement 
for challengers and spectators alike!
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Alexandra Fuller Returns to Castilleja
In October, Castilleja welcomed author Alexandra Fuller back to 
campus. Last year she wowed students and faculty with lively and 
engaging all-school assembly; this fall, she worked more closely with 
small groups of students over the course of a four-day visit.  

While on campus, she met with each section of juniors in AP American 
Voices, lunched with the Green Team and the editors of the Upper 
School publications, attended a meeting of the Middle School literary 
magazine, Flame, ran a writing workshop for eleven seniors, and held 
open office hours. She also visited with faculty during break and lunch 
throughout the week and held an afternoon session with eighth graders 
where she read excerpts of her work and participated in an interview 
with 8th grade English teacher Samantha Terkeltaub.  

Ms. Fuller was the 2013 Arrillaga Speaker. Her debut book, Don’t Let’s 
Go to the Dogs Tonight: An African Childhood (2001), examined her 
childhood as an outsider in war-torn Africa with captivating candor. It 
was a New York Times Notable Book for 2002, the 2002 Booksense 
best non-fiction book, a finalist for the Guardian’s First Book Award 
and the winner of the 2002 Winifred Holtby Memorial Prize. She is the 
author of three other acclaimed books and has written extensively 
for magazines and newspapers including the New Yorker, National 
Geographic, Vogue, the New York Times Book Review, and The 
Financial Times. 
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Gator Gathering 
Returns!
Thanks to the CSA, Gator 
Gathering returned to the Casti 
campus after a long absence! 
In addition to the usual sports 
matches and fun games, this 
year’s event also included an 
all-family BBQ and grade-
level dessert potluck. Families, 
students, and coaches came out 
on a beautiful Friday afternoon, 
as the Circle turned into a fun 
carnival, complete with mini-golf, 
a bouncy obstacle course, sno-
cones, and more! Meanwhile, JV 
and Varsity Water Polo competed 
in the pool, and Freshman and 
Varsity Volleyball played in the 
gym. Everyone enjoyed the all-
family BBQ and the sweet treats 
at the dessert tables, as well as 
the chance to win some great 
prizes in the Athletics Department 
raffle. Casti kudos to all the 
volunteers and employees who 
made this great event possible! 
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Real-world Lab Experience for  
Summer Interns
In August, the University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC) campus was 
abuzz with excitement as sixty-six students from regional high schools 
presented their summer research to their mentors, friends, and families. 

The 2014 interns included 13 Castilleja students, some returning to  
the UCSC campus for a second summer: Kiana Borjian ’16, Christine  
Cho ’17, Jane Choi ’15, Rosie Crisman ’16, Sarah Dunn ’15, Niki  
Flamen ’16, Danielle Jacobsen ’15, Lea Sparkman ’16, Kavya Tewari ’16, 
Tara Thakurta ’16, Kate Wang ’16, Megan Xu ’16, and Wings Yeung ’15.

Their research topics ranged from “Whisker Growth Dynamics of Seals 
and Sea Lions” to “Studying the Nature of Dwarf Elliptical Nuclei and 
Globular Cluster Satellites”.

The interns worked with post-doctoral researchers on projects related 
to their mentor’s broader research program as part of the Student 
Internship Program (SIP), now it its fifth year at UCSC. Most of the 
research is in the physical sciences, including physics, chemistry, 
engineering, and astrophysics, but this year labs in earth and marine 
sciences and biology also opened their doors to student interns.

Over the summer, students acquired a whole range of research skills, 
collecting samples, analyzing data sets from the Hubble and Keck 
telescopes, developing computer models, or creating compounds. 
“Working at NASA Ames, meant that I had to be independent and set 
goals for myself. It was so inspiring to be surrounded by professional 
scientists and see them hard at work,” said Megan Xu ’16.

Above all, students forged strong relationships with their mentors and 
learned what it takes to work in the collaborative and open-ended 
environment of a research lab: focus, self-direction, initiative, and 
humility. Finally, SIP students experienced deep collaboration with 
partners from other schools.

“About 60 percent of our interns are girls, and among the mentors, 
who are important role models for the interns, about 45 percent are 
women,” said professor Raja Guha Thakurta P’16. He also noted that 
“all of the program’s regional finalists and 9 of the 15 semifinalists were 
female students.” SIP was started by Professor Thakurta, Professor of 
Astronomy & Astrophysics at UCSC and an adjunct science faculty 
member at Castilleja.

around the circle

Making Beautiful 
Music
First prize winners of The 
Provincie Limburg Prijs and the 
EMCY Artprize at the Charles 
Hennen 26th International 
Chamber Music Competition 
for Strings in The Netherlands, 
Excelsa Quartet visited Castilleja 
for a recital and master class in 
October. Excelsa is the visiting 
ensemble for the St. Lawrence 
String Quartet Emerging String 
Quartet Program at Stanford 
University and the Graduate 
Fellowship String Quartet at the 
University of Maryland. The all-
female ensemble was especially 
excited to be playing at a girls’ 
school since all-male groups have 
long dominated chamber music, 
though they are working hard to 
change that!
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Science Saturdays
Once a month, the ACE Center and the Bourn Idea Lab team up to 
hold Science Saturdays, an event where high school students who are 
passionate about science teach and mentor lower and middle school 
students from under-resourced communities. 

This year, twelve Halford Big Sisters and three robotics team members 
are working in conjunction with Ruby Moreno ’12, a current student at 
Stanford, to create a curriculum for the 8 fourth graders and 8 eighth 
graders. All the participants are from local schools, including EPACS, 
Castano, Cesar Chavez, Los Robles, Seton, and McKinley.

Each Saturday, the workshop focuses on a different theme, which have 
included DNA, robotics, and the phases of matter. This year, the first 
meeting included an introduction to astronomy and a fun workshop 
on the solar system. In October, the girls created oobleck, a non-
Newtonian fluid, which gets its name from the classic Dr. Seuss book, 
Bartholomew and the Oobleck. The fascinating physical properties 
of oobleck made for a gooey, messy, and instructive lesson in fluid 
mechanics.

Castilleja Welcomes 2014-15  
Arrillaga-Morris Speaker Liza Donnelly
In November, Castilleja welcomed 2014-15 Arrillaga-Morris speaker, Liza 
Donnelly, to campus. Ms. Donnelly is a contract cartoonist and writer 
with The New Yorker magazine, where she has been drawing cartoons 
about culture and politics for over thirty years. She is also a columnist 
and cartoonist for Forbes.com, specializing in politics and women’s 
rights and a featured weekly political cartoonist for Medium. Her 
writing and cartoons have also appeared on Politico, HuffingtonPost, 
DailyBeast, WashingtonPost, and Salon. She is the author/editor of 
fifteen books, including Women On Men (2013), a collection of her 
cartoons and writing, which was a finalist for The Thurber Prize.

In addition, Ms. Donnelly is a Cultural Envoy for the US State 
Department, traveling around the world speaking about freedom of 
speech, cartoons, and women’s rights. As a public speaker, she has also 
spoken at TED (Technology Entertainment and Design), the United 
Nations, and The New Yorker Festival. She was profiled on CBS Sunday 
Morning, NBC, and BetterTV, and has been interviewed on radio and for 
numerous print and online publications.

At Castilleja, she addressed students at an all-school assembly and 
visited with smaller groups of students, including selected 6th and 7th 
graders. She also spent time with the Drawing and Painting classes 
discussing her artistic process, how she connects images to words, and 
about how it is possible to change the world quietly through humor 
and persistence.



16  |  full circle

around the circle

The Pluto Debate
Students in Jon Rockman’s 
Astronomy elective participated 
in “The Pluto Debate, 1999–2006.” 
This historical reenactment game, 
originally developed by astronomy 
professor Tony Crider at Elon 
University, brings to life the drama 
surrounding the classification of 
the beloved-but-distant object. 
Taking on the roles of astronomers 
and planetary scientists, students 
argued Pluto’s similarities and 
differences not only with the 
other planets in the solar system, 
but also with the rapidly-growing 
list of icy bodies known as trans-
Neptunian objects. They reenacted 
a public debate that was held at 
the Hayden Planetarium in New 
York City in 1999, followed by the 
contentious and much-publicized 
vote at the 2006 meeting of the 
International Astronomical Union 
in Prague. After an hour of heated 
discussion, a vote among the 
participants and guests followed 
the same pattern as the actual IAU 
vote: a new definition of “planet” 
was adopted that doesn’t include 
Pluto, which is now relegated to 
“dwarf planet” status.

Global Week 2015
This year’s Global Week theme “The City: Fortification to Imagination” 
has captured the community’s interest and is already being explored in 
projects and discussions across campus. The week serves as one of the 
many ways Castilleja connects classroom content and skill building to 
real world practice, as well as being dedicated time for faculty to actively 
innovate and develop connections between curriculum and experiential 
learning. 

During the week, students will be involved in a broad range of 
activities, learning design thinking, sustainable garden practices, and 
urban design through unique grade-level projects. There will also be 
keynote lectures and panels focused on topics including:

• What is Urban?

• What is a City?

• The History of Cities

• The Mega City: Challenges and Opportunities

• The Future of Cities

Students will be active in the local community during the week, 
interviewing citizens or taking photographs around Palo Alto, East 
Palo Alto, and the Stanford campus. While the Junior Investigators 
are around the globe, those on campus will be reaching out and 
collaborating as local changemakers.

iPad Student Leads meet with Scoot 
and Doodle 
In October, iPad Student Leads and faculty members had a chance 
to learn about new and emerging technology tools from innovators 
Christine Egy Rose and Patty Chang. Their company, Scoot and 
Doodle, raised $2.25 million in seed funding and the students had the 
opportunity to play with an upcoming version of their app, Scoodle 
Jam. The students explored the app, which allows for whiteboard 
drawing and has easy-to-use manipulatives for topics like math and 
design thinking. The students offered feedback and were able to ask 
questions of the developers and exchange feedback with each other. 
The iPad Student Leads are looking forward to more opportunities to 
connect with other women developers in the field, and to exploring 
what the iPad has to offer the student experience!
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New Students Around the Circle
In late August, Castilleja welcomed 87 new students to campus, 
including 65 girls in the Class of 2021 and 19 new members of the Class 
of 2018. 

Students in the Class of 2021 come from 37 different schools and 19 
different hometowns, with families from 18 different countries. Among 
them are actresses, bakers, golfers, knitters, singers, and swimmers. 
This creative and thoughtful group has set their sights high, and 
aspire to invent things that will change the world including a Fitbit for 
happiness tracking, a memory machine to comfort the aging, a garbage 
pulverizer to clean up the oceans, and a mechanical dog to assist 
people with special needs. They are dreaming of being geologists, 
doctors, professional athletes, inventors, authors, NASA engineers, and 
Broadway singers. But above all, they dream of being in a school like 
Castilleja that will help them grow as a whole person—in mind, heart, 
and soul!

The new members of the Class of 2018 joined 45 wonderful rising 
9s. Coming from 11 different schools, they are dancers, journalists, 
musicians, lifeguards, volleyball players, gymnasts, runners, and more! 
Among them, they speak eight languages (including Greek, Hebrew, 
Hungarian, Tamil, and Turkish), and two participate in Wushu (a Chinese 
martial art). They dream of imaginative and meaningful inventions such 
as a device that would allow humans and animals to better understand 
each other, a universal language translator to help bridge cultural 
divides, cures for cancer, substitutes for plastic, and solutions to global 
hunger. We are thrilled to have them as part of a class that is, in their 
own words, “creative, inclusive, unique, dynamic, compassionate, 
friendly, and prepared for anything!”

around the circle

Ready, Set, Go 
Orienteering!
In mid-October, the entire 6th 
grade class went to Bayfront Park 
in Menlo Park for an orienteering 
exercise, the culmination of a 
unit on cartography. The girls 
set out in small teams navigating 
their way through the park using 
compasses, detailed topographic 
maps, and the collective wisdom 
of their team to find several 
points in the park. While a fun 
activity, orienteering provides 
the opportunity for practical 
application of several key skills 
including leadership, teamwork, 
and spatial relations.  

Spatial relations are particularly 
critical for girls to master, as 
they are vital to many STEAM 
disciplines, including geometry, 
calculus, engineering, and design, 
areas where girls typically 
lag behind boys. Orienteering 
requires the girls to employ 
both visualization (translating 
a traditional 2D map into the 
3D world in front of them), and 
orientation (rotating the map to 
correspond with what they are 
seeing). At the end of the day, the 
students were tired, but proud of 
their success. One even said, “we 
never thought it would be this 
much fun to do something this 
hard!”
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The Cross Country team had three West Bay Athletic League 
(WBAL) meets throughout the season followed by the CCS 
Championships in November for those who qualified. In the first 
meet, Alex Stout ’18 had an outstanding result, finishing as the top 
freshman and in 10th place overall in team scoring. Riya Berry ’18 
was also among the top five freshmen of the race. The Gators are 
considered the youngest cross-country team in the league with only 
one senior, Caoimhe MacRunnels ’15. 

Varsity Golf
The Varsity Golf team is having a nearly perfect season! The team 
finished league play with a record of 8-2, and they tied with Menlo 
School for 1st place in the WBAL standings. The most dramatic 
match was against Sacred Heart, where Castilleja won 215-216. One 
of the team’s losses was to Menlo School, but the Gators battled 
back and beat Menlo the second time around with a convincing 
209-239 win on senior day. The team is led by veteran players  
Chloe Sales ’15, Nicole Mitchell ’15, and Danielle Mitchell ’15. 
Winning the league title automatically qualified the team for the 
Central Coast Section Championship (CCS) in Carmel.

Varsity Tennis
The Varsity Tennis team had a knockout start to their season with 
big wins over Gunn and Palo Alto High Schools. They entered the 
Santa Catalina Tournament with confidence, and left with a first 
place trophy! The team finished 6-4 in league matches and placed 
third in the Foothill Division of the WBAL. The top two singles 
players, Celeste Woloshyn ’16 and Wallis Hess ’17, have been 
unstoppable players on the team. Seniors Megan Colford ’15 and 
Anna Verwillow ’15 have also been outstanding assets to the team 
this season in the #1 doubles position. 

Varsity Volleyball
The Varsity Volleyball team is in a rebuilding season after losing 
many seniors at the end of last year. The team is made up of mostly 
developing sophomores under the lead of Head Coach Jac Heler. 
Early on in the season, the athletes had some big wins over teams 
such as Hillsdale High School, Piedmont Hills High School, and Santa 
Clara High School. They finished 6th of 22 teams in the 1st Annual 
Spike for a Cure Tournament. The team moves into the CCS playoffs 
in mid-November.

Varsity Water Polo
The Varsity Water Polo team has had an amazing season. In post-
league games, the team had their first win of the season against 
Presentation High School, followed by an upset win over Mitty High 
School in overtime. The team went undefeated in Pacific Athletic 
League (PAL) play (7-0) and captured the league title for the first 
time in school history! Seniors Scout Dittmar ’15, Fernanda  
Kramer ’15, Anna Yu ’15, and Alex Zafran ’15 have led the Gators’ 
offence. Leading on defense is senior Maddie Tarr ’15, who has 
bravely blocked shot after shot in the goalkeeper position all 
season. The Gators now move into PAL tournament in early 
November. 
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1  Varsity Cross Country Team  

2  A Varsity Golf team member takes a shot

3  Varsity Tennis Team  

4  Varsity Volleyball vs Hillsdale

5  Varsity Water Polo vs Presentation
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Three Standout Student-Athletes 
Advance to the Collegiate Level
On November 12, three Castilleja seniors committed to play their sport 
of choice in college—Louisa (Lou) Biffar ’15 (Lacrosse/University of 
California, Berkeley), Heidi Katter ’15 (Swimming/Yale), and Paige 
Vermeer ’15 (Basketball/Yale).

Lou Biffar (pictured left) has been playing Lacrosse for the past ten 
years, both at Castilleja and on club teams. Her career highlights 
include winning a recent club team championship at a tournament 
that included the best West Coast club teams. Her favorite memory 
from Castilleja Lacrosse was from her freshman year when the 
Gators beat Sacred Heart Prep by one goal in the last minute 
of overtime. Her recruiting process started when she contacted 
coaches at a number of schools, but after a summer Lacrosse 
Camp at Cal and getting to know the coaches there, her decision 
was made. “I am so excited to play Lacrosse at Cal, and can’t wait 
to be a part of the large, diverse community at this school.” 

Heidi Katter (pictured right) is a competitive swimmer who has 
been a part of a USA Swimming club since she was seven. As a 
varsity athlete, Heidi has been CCS Champion in the 100 yard 
breaststroke, a two-time All-League First Team Member (WBAL), 
a six-time high school All-American, and holds multiple school 
records. Outside of Castilleja, Heidi holds numerous national 
age group relay records and is a Scholastic All-American. She 
chose Yale, “for its coaching philosophy and the determination 
the coaches have to bring Yale Swimming to a higher national 
level.” Out of the pool, she looks forward to pursuing her goal of 
becoming an archeologist.

Paige Vermeer (pictured center) comes from a basketball family 
and has been playing the sport since she could walk. She has been 
recognized with numerous awards during her high school career 
including All-League 2nd Team (2012, 2013), WBAL MVP (2014), 
Palo Alto Athlete Of The Week, Prep2Prep CCS Junior of the Year 
Runner Up (2014), and Positive Coaching Alliance Triple Impact 
Competitor Scholarship Finalist (2014). She is excited to join the 
Yale Women’s Basketball family next Fall; “After emails, phone 
calls, meeting the coaches, and a campus visit, I knew Yale had the 
right program for me and I was thrilled to be offered a spot on the 
team.”
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Alumnae Athletes
Annie Apffel ’13 (Amherst/
Softball) will start her second 
season as catcher for the Amherst 
team this spring. 

Sayeh Borzorghadad ’11 
(Bucknell/Water Polo) plays the 
utility position for the Bison Water 
Polo team and appeared in all 27 
games in her most recent season. 
She also achieved a career high of 
2 goals in one game and earned 
ACWPC All-Academic Award. 

Evan Cranston ’11 (Brown/Water 
Polo) earned a starting spot 
for Brown as a freshman in the 
goalkeeper position. She recorded 
296 saves in her first season, 
and she was named the CWPA 
Southern Division Defensive 
Player of the Week twice.

Josie Furbershaw ’13 (Whitman/
Swimming) is currently in her 
second year swimming for the 
Missionaries, where she does both 
the freestyle and backstroke.  

Martha Harding ’12 (Wesleyan/
Lacrosse) will start her second 
year as a Cardinal when the 
season begins in March 2015. In 
her first season as a midfielder, 
Harding played in 15 games and 
was a Letterwinner. Over the 
course of the season, she has 
averaged three shots per game 
and 1.07 goals per game. 

Katherine Hobbs ’13 (Middlebury/
Soccer) continues to play soccer 
as a midfielder, and was selected 
as NESCAC Player of the Week. 
She also plays for the JV Lacrosse 
team.

Emily Mosbacher ’12 (Harvard/
Soccer) was named COOP Athlete 
of the Week (October 14-20). She 
scored the game-winning goal for 
the Crimson over Brown. It was 
her fourth goal of the season.  

Brenna Nelson ’11 (Harvard/Golf) 
is beginning her final season 
with Harvard. In her junior year, 
Nelson shot 78-79-78 at the 
NCAA Central Regional, and in 
her sophomore year she had a top 
finish of tying for 2nd place at the 
Brown Bear Invitational. 

Barbara Peterson ’11 (Bucknell/
Water Polo) is a senior at Bucknell 
University playing in the utility 
position. In her last season, she 
appeared in 24 games and started 
in 22 games. Throughout those 
games, she tallied up 15 goals, 
three assists, and 18 points. 

Rachel Skokowski ’11 (Princeton/
Cross Country and Track) is in her 
final season at Princeton. In the 
past three years she has set two 
personal record times of 5:07:67 
for the mile and 2:17:11 for the 800 
meter. 

Lucy Tashman ’13 (Yale/
Volleyball) is in her second season 
with the Bulldogs. In her first year 
on the volleyball team, Tashman 
appeared in three matches, and 
tallied two block assists.

Sallie Walecka ’11 (Pomona/
Water Polo) has completed three 
seasons at Pomona. In her most 
recent season, she earned the title 
of SCIAC Female Athlete of the 
Week once. She began the season 
as a field player, but ended up 
finishing the season as the goalie. 
Between those two roles, Walecka 
made eight goals and had 124 
saves.

Lindsey Wang ’12 (MIT/Volleyball) 
plays #6 for the MIT Volleyball 
team. In her time at the university, 
Wang has played in 35 matches, 
9 of which were conference 
matches. She has had 118 sets and 
143 total attacks.

Taylor Wilkerson ’13 (Elon/Golf) 
will start her second season in the 
spring. In her first year, she played 
14 rounds in five tournaments and 
averaged an 82.21. Her best finish 
was at the JMU/Eagle Landing 
Invitational, where she placed 
48th. 

Aryana Yee ’12 (Pomona/Softball) 
will begin her third season for the 
Sagehens in the spring. She plays 
second base, shortstop, and in the 
outfield. In her second season, Yee 
played in all 37 games and batted 
an average of .290 on the year. 
She was selected for the SCIAC 
All-Academic team and was a 
NFCA Scholar-Athlete selection.

3

The Class of 2014 
is taking their skills 
to the next level—
we can’t wait to 
see what they do in 
their first season as 
college athletes!

Lindsey Baab ’14 (Brown/Sailing)

Gabby Kaplan ’14 (Harvard/
Soccer)  

Megan Pope ’14 (Brown/Diving)

4
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Coach, Manager, 
Student:  
Brenda Villa 
Travels to Japan
“As a water polo athlete, I was 
fortunate to travel the world 
and compete. When I retired in 
2012 and decided to dedicate 
my time to coaching youth 
sports, I didn’t think I would 
have any more opportunities 
to travel internationally. That 
changed when I received a call 
from the USA national team 
coach, and my former Olympic 
coach, who wanted to know if 
I was interested in taking the 
team on a training trip to Japan 
in August. All the other coaches 
had prior commitments and we 
wanted to help and be good 
world ambassadors for the sport 
of water polo. With the chance 
to be coach, team manager, and 
student, this trip would give me 
the opportunity to continue to 
learn from other elite teams and 
from my past teammates, and 
become a better coach.

“I would say that I had two 
incredible moments in Japan. 
One moment was when the 
Japanese coach was unable 
to make a morning practice 
and I was asked to step up 
to coach both teams. Both 
my communication skills and 
coaching skills were tested. 
Luckily, I had the athletes 
of the USA national team to 
demonstrate in the water when 7

6

things were lost in translation. 
This “test” reminded me of one 
of the reasons I love to coach: 
the moment when an athlete 
understands a new concept, a 
new play, or a new movement, 
and executes it. That is a great 
feeling for both athlete and 
coach. The other moment was 
when the captain of the Japanese 
team asked me to give her team 
a motivational talk. What I told 
them was what I told my Olympic 
team as captain, and what I tell 
my Castilleja team as coach: 
trust your teammates, compete 
hard, have fun, and enjoy the 
moment. We all put our hands in 
for a “team” cheer. Some of the 
girls were teary-eyed and that 
made me realize once again why 
I love the Olympic movement so 
much. Sports can spread love 
and understanding, even with 
language barriers. 

“The goal of the training trip was 
to help prepare the Japanese 
Team for the Asia Games. The 
team went on to get a silver 
medal, their best finish ever. 
I’m grateful to have had the 
opportunity to pass on the water 
polo knowledge that I’ve been 
taught by others. I really do 
feel that athletic training and 
competition can teach you lessons 
and skills that transcend the 
playing field, or in my case, the 
pool, and my goal is to continue 
to help my Castilleja girls compete 
with the best and learn life lessons 
through sport.”

8
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Spotlight: Shaluinn Fullove, Head 
Varsity Cross Country Coach
For the Fall 2014 season, the Varsity Cross Country team welcomed 
new Head Coach Shaluinn Fullove. A nearly a life-long runner, she 
joined her first track team at the age of five. A talented high school 
athlete, she won the California State Division IV Cross Country title as 
a senior (1996) and was CIF Division III champion in 1,600 meters twice 
(1995, 1996). She went on to compete as a member of both the Cross 
Country and Track & Field teams at Stanford University where she was 
a two-time Pac-10 Academic Cross Country selection (1997, 1998) and 
a Pac-10 Track & Field All-Academic choice (1999). During her time as 
a member of the Stanford Cross Country team, they won the NCAA 
championships and four straight PAC-10 conference championships. 

Ms. Fullove continued running after college and was a 2008 Marathon 
U.S. Olympic Trials qualifier. After a 5-year break from the marathon, 
she ran her personal best (2:43:13) in the 2013 California International 
Marathon. She will run the same race in December as she aims to 
qualify for the 2016 Marathon U.S. Olympic Trials. She also is part of the 
Oiselle Professional Elite Racing Team.

Off the course, she works as Business Development Principal at Google 
Fiber. Since 2002, she has held a variety of product marketing, sales 
operations, and communications positions at Google, working on five 
new product launches and two billion dollar businesses. She joined the 
company after receiving her MBA from the Stanford Graduate School 
of Business.

When asked why she runs, Ms. Fullove answered, “the physical 
intensity, mental toughness, and teamwork makes me a better friend, 
employee, coach, wife, and mom. It has been great sharing what I have 
learned from my 25 years of experience with the Castilleja team this 
year. They are amazing student-athletes!”



fall/winter 2014  |  23  

around the circlea
ce

 ce
n

te
r

Middle School 
Community 
Engagement 
The Class of 2021 spent their 
first semester answering the 
question “Who am I within my 
community?” by investigating 
local food and shelter challenges. 
In September, they used tools 
to create signs for our campus 
gardens. Many were surprised to 
realize that they really enjoyed 
the experience of building 
something! In November, a 
member from the organization 
My New Red Shoes spoke to the 
class about the work they do to 
help over 7,000 homeless and 
low-income children look and 
feel confident by providing them 
with new clothing and shoes. Our 
students made cards for these 
children that will be passed along 
to them throughout the year.   

The Class of 2020 is partnering 
with Brentwood School in 
East Palo Alto as part of 
their experiential learning 
and community engagement 
work. Their guiding question 
is “How do I partner within 
my community?” Through 
this partnership, both schools 
collaborate to create a series 
of learning exchanges over the 
course of the school year. In 
September, the girls worked in 
their advisory groups to discuss 
what it means to be a partner 
with another community and 
become a thoughtful mentor to 
a kindergartener. Throughout 
the remainder of the school 
year, their relationships will 
continue to grow as they 
tackle more hands-on projects, 
including building a city using 
recycled materials! 

The Class of 2019 will build 
on their partnering work from 
last year’s experience with 
Brentwood to engage with local 
elders as they work to answer 
the question, “What can I learn 
from my community?” The 
girls will interview community 
members about their personal 

stories, particularly those relating 
to how cities functioned over 
the generations in preparation 
for Global Week 2015: The 
City. As part of Global Week, 
they will create a piece of art 
inspired by their stories as a gift 
to their community partners, 
and continue to work with them 
through second semester.

Upper School 
Community 
Engagement
As the new school year kicked 
off, so did new opportunities 
for student-led ventures. This 
year, Upper School students 
introduced four new ACE Orgs, 
bringing the total to 17. It was a 
busy fall for ACE Orgs old and 
new!

New ACE Org STEMx combines 
learning about STEM fields on 
campus and sharing knowledge 
with the larger community. The 
Computer Science/ Technology, 
YouthMed, Math, and Science 
divisions of STEMx allow Castilleja 
students to explore a specific 
area of interest through diverse 
activities including lectures, field 
trips, lab work and experiments, 
and teaching computer science to 
elementary students. During the 
first session, members channeled 
their inner entrepreneur 
with a creative whiteboard 
brainstorming session on app 
development ideas. Students 
then shared and discussed 
their exciting ideas, ranging 
from surround-sound speaker 
apps and social networking, to 
Google Glass applications! In 
the coming months, members 
of the Computer Science and 
Entrepreneurship division will 
design, build, and publish a 
mobile application, as well 
as learn about technological 
innovation through hands-on 
experience and experts in the 
field. Students are excited to take 
off with their ideas by building 
their own “mobile startups”  
this year.

1

2

3

1  Sixth grade students create signs for 
campus garden  

2  A seventh grade student spends time at 
Brentwood with her buddy

3  STEMx members attend a lecture with  
Dr. Amit Etkin  
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Rosener House is an older 
adult day service in Menlo Park 
for those with Alzheimer’s 
Disease and other forms of 
dementia. The Rosener House 
ACE Org strives to create a 
meaningful relationship between 
students and the seniors in our 
community. According to the 
student leaders, “We are excited 
to work with Rosener House, 
and have ten visits planned. 
We’ve already done a pumpkin 
decorating activity with the 
seniors, and are going to make 
cards and small gifts when we 
visit later this year. We also 
plan to have a few fundraising 
events, and all of the proceeds 
will go to Rosener House.”

The Ada’s Cafe ACE Org will 
partner with Arts With a Heart 
(AWAH) this year! Student 
leaders of both organizations 
are really excited! “In the first 
semester of this year, our ACE 
Org will be raising funds to 
underwrite the show, as well as 
working closely with the AWAH 
production team to plan certain 
aspects of the show, such as a 
special dance in AWAH involving 
Ada’s associates. The Ada’s Cafe 
ACE Org will also be running 
the front of the house during 
performance nights. The funds 
raised by AWAH will be crucial 
for the cafe itself, as they will 
contribute to the purchase of a 
food transport vehicle and help 
to jumpstart the opening of the 
cafe this winter.”

The Halford Young Women 
Leaders program is aimed at 
creating young women leaders 
who can discover their voice, 
connect with others, and 
learn to make autonomous 
decisions. Meaningful 
mentoring relationships 
empower adolescent girls to 
develop the self-confidence and 
emotional resilience necessary 
to excel in the classroom 
and beyond. Castilleja Upper 
School students, “Big Sisters,” 
are paired with fourth grade 
students from under-resourced 
schools, “Little Sisters,” and 
meet once a week. Together, 
the girls participate in a 
structured year-long mentoring 
curriculum which addresses 
key adolescent development 
topics, cultivates confidence, 
self-esteem, and social 
skills through collaboration, 
and strengthens each girl’s 
individual leadership abilities. 
The leadership curriculum, 
community engagement and 
service projects, and student-
initiated programs, help each 
girl develop skills for success 
and a stronger belief in her 
own capacities. They support 
one another in learning 
strategies to reach their goals, 
establish support networks, 
and constructively pursue their 
interests within the community. 
Most importantly, they cultivate 
lasting bonds of friendship and 
trust!

1  Ada's Cafe ACE Org members at the 
Clubs Fair  

2  Rosener House ACE Org members 
decorate pumpkins 

3 Brentwood Reading Club and their 
“buddies”

4  Amnesty International ACE Org 
members at Clubs Fair

1

2

Community Action ACE Orgs and Clubs
For Upper School students, there are many ways to take action 
locally and globally, including joining an ACE Org to work with one 
of our community partners.

Ada’s Cafe
American Cancer Society
Amnesty International
Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula
Brentwood Reading Club
Castaruni
Community Alliance for Identity       
     and Expression (CAIE)
Diversity

Green Team 
Music for the Community
Roshni
Seton 
Rosener House 
STEMx
Team HBV
Turn It Around 
Wilderness

3
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around the circle

Students Lead 
Diversity 
Workshop for 
Employees

“Effective leadership requires 
a very clear sense of personal 
identity, as well as empathy for 
how others are experiencing 
a situation. The foundational 
work done by Castilleja’s 
student diversity and inclusion 
leaders at the Student 
Diversity and Leadership 
Conference empowers them to 
lead from a place of personal 
authenticity because they have 
grit, resilience, and a sense 
of purpose that is grounded 
in pride for their personal 
identity and empathy for 
others’ perspectives.”

— Stacey Kertsman,  
ACE Center Director

Over the past several years, 
selected sophomores and 
juniors have participated in the 
Student Diversity Leadership 
Conference (SDLC). This 
conference is hosted by 
the National Association of 
Independent Schools (NAIS), 
and is attended by 1400 high 
school students and faculty 
from around the world. 
SDLC strives to teach young 
people how to be educated 
citizens, active participants 
in discussion, purposeful 
listeners, powerful speakers, 
and community leaders who 
value the diversity of humanity 
and the unique traits of each 
individual. 

Just before school began, 
student SDLC attendees Teni 
Amos ’15, Cameron Hill ’15, 
Kavya Tewari ’16, and Elijah 
Thornburg ’16 led a diversity 
workshop for all Castilleja 
employees. According to 
one of the student workshop 
leaders, “The purpose of the 
workshop was to bring what 

we had learned at SDLC back to 
the Castilleja community, raise 
awareness of diversity issues, 
and actively implement positive 
change. We wanted to help our 
community use language in 
inclusive ways, be aware of the 
many different ways Castilleja 
students experience the world, 
and generally make students  
feel safer, more accepted,  
and more affirmed in their whole 
identity.” 

In the months following SDLC, 
the students brainstormed what 
the best ways to reach these 
goals would be. “We thought one 
of the most powerful parts of our 
experience at SDLC was the very 
personal experiences and stories 
that were shared. We found that 
putting a human face to some 
of the controversies and issues 
we face daily made them seem 
very much more real and more 
important. We wanted to give the 
Castilleja employees that same 
kind of authenticity.” 

According to the students, the 
foundation of the workshop was 
based on two things: student 
diversity profiles and specific 
student accounts of times they 
had felt invalidated at Castilleja. 
“We created a survey about 
race & ethnicity, religion, gender, 
sexual orientation, ability, and 
socioeconomic status, and we 
asked all sophomore, junior, and 
senior students to fill them out 
anonymously. We then took these 
surveys and created student 
profiles. When employees arrived 
at the workshop, they were given 
a profile of the student they were 

to represent for the remainder of 
the workshop.” During the first 
activity the student leaders read 
each statement on the survey 
aloud and asked employees to 
silently stand up if the student 
they were representing had 
marked that statement as true.  

The student leaders also 
collected stories from their 
classmates about times at 
Castilleja when they felt part 
of themselves was ignored, 
invalidated, or otherwise 
disrespected. As a second 
activity, the students read each 
of the personal accounts aloud. 
After, employees were asked to 
discuss in randomly assigned 
table groups what they had 
heard, and generate ideas for 
how the school as a whole can 
better address the needs of 
those students that were not 
met and what they can do in 
their individual daily lives to 
make Castilleja a safer and more 
inclusive place for all students. 

“Leading the workshop was 
extremely rewarding. It has 
been very exciting to see how 
our community is growing and 
working on addressing the 
several issues we raised. We 
feel blessed to attend a school 
where student leadership is a 
possibility, and we are thankful 
that the Castilleja employees 
received our message so well, 
and have started to make active 
changes to make Castilleja 
the best, most diverse and 
accepting community that we 
can be!”
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Second Activist-
in-Residence
For several weeks this fall, 
Castilleja welcomed Julio 
Florencio “Lencho” Meléndez 
Monterroso, as our second 
Activist-in-Residence. Lencho 
has been the on-the-ground 
education lead for our 
Guatemala trip for several years 
and has close ties to many of 
our students and employees. 
While on campus, he worked 
closely with Sustainability and 
Community Action Coordinator 
Kyli Arford, science teacher 
Jane McConnell ’81, and the 
Engineering and Sustainable 
Solutions class. His expertise in 
sustainable agriculture, and the 
global perspective that comes 
with that, was invaluable as the 
class tackled the challenge of 
designing future iterations of 
Casti's garden space.

He also worked with 
student clubs and classes 
on topics ranging from 
women’s empowerment and 
entrepreneurship, to Mayan 
culture and Guatemalan history.

He reflected on his time with 
the Castilleja community:

I was happy to share a 
little bit of Guatemala and 
what makes this country a 
mystical place: the Mayan 
culture, the dramatic 
landscape and natural 
beauty, the people, and the 
constant fight to improve 
our quality of life and 
overcome the challenges 
that come after the end of 
a civil war that lasted 36 
years. 

It was also wonderful 
to deepen Castilleja’s 
relationship with Mayaworks 
and teaching more students 
and teachers about the 
great work they do. Based 
on my experience with 
working with communities, 
specifically with groups 
of women, I am happy 
to see that empowering 
women with education 
and information is now the 
focus of much community 
development activity. By 
creating a market for the 
traditional arts of Maya 
artisans, Mayaworks helps 
women use their skills 
to earn an income. This, 
in turn, gives them self-
confidence and economic 
security, which gives them 
hope for themselves, 
their families, and their 
communities. 

Special Event
On October 2 the ACE Center 
hosted the second annual 
Hispanic Culture Evening to 
celebrate the Spanish-speaking 
community within Castilleja 
and to say goodbye to Lencho. 
Families, employees, and 
students gathered around a 
delicious potluck dinner, as the 
night started with a traditional 
Ballet Folklorico. The group 
was then treated to a series of 
videos from various Spanish 
classes, singing and dancing to 
popular Spanish songs, and a 
Spanish poem from the Middle 
Ages. The evening concluded 
with a fascinating presentation 
from Lencho about the Mayan 
calendar, Guatemalan culture, 
and his deep appreciation for 
Castilleja. ¡Qué increíble!
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(left to right): Pratima Sethi ’94, Lisa Kitayama Wallgren ’94, Polly Cusumano Cole ’94, Sara Gilliland ’94, Aimee Caton ’95,  Rachel Sheridan ’95, 
Genevieve Charlton Johnson ’94, and Lauren Sheridan ’94  

Coming Soon 
December 19

Class of 2010 5th Reunion

Young Alumnae Holiday 
Brunch

December TBD

Alumnae vs. Varsity Soccer 
Game

February 6

First Friday Alumnae Lunch

February 7

Alumnae Family Valentine’s 
Day Party

April 3

First Friday Alumnae Lunch

April 18

View360

June 3

Alumnae Induction Lunch for 
Seniors

Check eNews for  
upcoming events!

e
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Members of the Class of 2012 at the alumnae induction lunch

Alumnae Weekend 2014

It was a perfect weekend in Palo Alto to 
welcome alumnae back to campus for 
Reunion Weekend, September 26-27. More 
than 100 “happy hearted” alumnae reunited 
on the Circle to celebrate their 5-year 
reunions. The 4’s and 9’s enjoyed two days of 
activities and had plenty of time to catch up 
and reconnect. The Class of 1964, celebrating 
their 50th reunion, spent several days 
together in Carmel before heading to campus 
for weekend festivities.

1 2

1  (left to right): Cary Golub Lurie ’64, Pat Hunter Gregory ’64, Jeffie Welsh Feckins ’64, and 
Jeffie's daughter  2  Lisa Kitayama Wallgren ’94 and Sara Gilliland ’94

alumnae
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On Friday alumnae were treated to a special class by Peggy McKeeHA 
entitled “Russia and Ukraine: the Long View.” A facebook post following 
the class said: “Mrs. McKee hasn’t lost her touch and rocked the house!”  
Following the class many alums took tours of the campus and enjoyed 
learning about the Bourn Lab, the ACE Center, and viewing the Fall 
Student Art Exhibit in the Anita Seipp Gallery. Several alums spent time 
in the Arrillaga Family Center figuring out which classrooms are now 
where their dorm rooms used to be. One, whose room was right over 
the pool, reminisced that the water polo team used to wake her up 
every weekday during the season at 6:30am. 

At the same time as the alumnae were in class with Mrs. McKee, four 
alumnae, Bonnie Rosenberg ’87, Minal Hasan ’00, Maggie Kennelly 
Hazelrig ’00, and Alissa Flesher ’06, participated in a lively panel on 
“The Art of Interviewing” in the Chapel Theater for the juniors and 
seniors.

Friday evening alumnae and guests joined Head of School Nanci 
KauffmanHA at the Lockey Alumnae House for a wine reception. Nanci 
welcomed the alumnae back to campus and Alumnae Association 
President Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90 led the alumnae in a Casti Trivia 
game. Alumnae who answered the questions correctly took home 
Castilleja swag!

Alumnae returned to campus on Saturday for lunch and the Reunion 
Program. Class flags and quilts lined the Dining Room walls and  
the alumnae enjoyed hearing the Upper School Chorus perform.  
Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90, and Executive Committee member  
Pratima Sethi ’94 were the facilitators for the program and Nanci 
Kauffman shared her vision of the school today. A slide show of the 
reunion classes allowed all the alumnae to think back to their years 
around the Circle.

The Castilleja Cup, given to the reunion class with the highest 
participation in Reunion Annual Fund giving, was awarded to the Class 
of ’64. The Class of ’89 was a VERY close second and was recognized 
for their participation.

Cindy Swanson Miller ’64 was surprised and delighted to receive the 
2014 Distinguished Alumna Award for the many ways she demonstrates 
the values of the 5Cs in her personal, professional, and community life 
(full write-up on page 34.) The lunch closed with the Upper School 
Chorus leading the alumnae in the School Song.

Many alumnae spent the rest of the afternoon on campus sharing 
memories, catching up with one another, and just enjoying sitting on 
the Pool Patio.  Individual classes organized dinners and family picnics 
off-campus to continue the celebration and finalize a very full weekend.

alumnae

1 2 3

1-3  Alumnae enjoy the Friday evening wine 
reception at Lockey Alumnae House  
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Alumnae Weekend 2014: Friday
1  (left to right) Maggie Kennelly Hazelrig ’00, Alissa Flesher ’06, Lou Biffar ’15, Anna Afshari ’15, Bonnie Rosenberg ’87, and Minal Hasan ’00   

2  (left to right): Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90, Nanci KauffmanHA, Rachelle Strickfaden Thompson ’04, Logan McClure ’04, and Sophia  

Kokores ’04  3  (left to right): Marian Washington Williams ’94, Felicia Paick Kim ’84, and Claire Kendrick Erlin ’59  4  (left to right): Sarah 

Hinman Whittle ’86, Heather Allen Pang ’84HA, Laurie Spaeth ’54, and Mae Westlake McLean ’84  5  (left to right): Pratima Sethi ’94, Michelle 

Forest ’99, Perna Sethi ’99, and their guests  6  Peggy McKeeHA teaches a class for alums on the Ukraine  7  Alum panelists speak to juniors 

and seniors about interviewing skills

7

6

alumnae

1 3
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alumnae
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Alumnae Weekend 2014: Saturday
1  Ursula Kinney Ringham ’09, Meg Walker ’74, Georgie Gleim ’69, and Pratima Sethi ’94  2  More than 100 alumnae returned to the Circle and 

a lovely reunion luncheon in the Dining Room  3  Head of School Nanci KauffmanHA welcomes alumnae to campus during Saturday’s reunion 

luncheon

4

1

alumnae
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Alumnae Weekend 2014: Class Photos
Class of 1949

(left to right): Virginia M. Keil, Arlayne Overfelt Fifer, and Ann Moreland Graffis 

Class of 1954

(left to right): Laurie Spaeth, Judy Bailey Quayle, and Sue Beton Smith

Class of 1964

25 Members of the Class of 1964 returned to Castilleja for their 50th Reunion!

alumnae

Class of 1949 Class of 1954

Class of 1964
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Class of 1984

(left to right): Leslie Hom, Heather Allen PangHA, Catherine Zerboni Popovici, and Mae Westlake McLean

Class of 1989

16 members of the Class of 1989 returned for their 25th Reunion!

alumnae

Class of 1989

Class of 1984
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Class of 1999

(left to right): Michelle Forrest, Kristin Leep, Prerna Sethi, and Lilla Gregory Spivak

Class of 2004

(left to right): Emily Dennis Diamond, Caitlin Cameron, Selina Troesch, Andi Kleissner, Rachelle Strickfaden Thompson, Logan McClure, and 

Sophia Kokores

Class of 2009

(left to right): Xanthia Tucker, Lauren Elward, Parisa Zamanian, Morgan Jones, and Evie Pless (See more of the Class of 2009 on page 62!)

alumnaealumnae

Class of 2009

Class of 2004

Class of 1999
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2014 Distinguished Alumna Award:  
Cindy Swanson Miller ’64    
Each year, Castilleja presents the Distinguished Alumna Award to 
an alum who has consistently demonstrated the values of the 5Cs in 
her personal, professional, and community life. This year the school 
was pleased to honor Cindy Swanson Miller ’64. Director of Alumnae 
Relations Maggie Ely Pringle ’71 shared this introduction with those in 
attendance at the luncheon:

This year’s recipient has the following quote from Samuel Johnson 
on her page in her senior yearbook , “Few things are impossible to 
diligence and skill” and she has proven that quote true throughout her 
life. The second part of the quote is “Great works are performed not by 
strength, but perseverance.” That too would describe this woman who 
has truly performed great works.

While at Castilleja she honed her leadership skills in student 
government, and as a member and leader of the Public and Social 
Service Committee and several other clubs. Following Castilleja she 
became a dedicated Cal Bear and graduated with a degree in Social 
Science before receiving her teaching credential. She taught third 
grade for several years and worked in admissions at the Stanford 
Business School before beginning her career in development, 
community outreach, and marketing.

Following her first development job at Santa Clara University, she 
took the job as Director of Development right here at Castilleja! That 
led to top development jobs with the Peninsula Open Space Trust, 
Senior Coordinating Council (now Avenidas), and the Foundation for 
the Future. When she moved to Virginia with her family in 1995 she 
became an independent fundraising consultant working with a variety 
of local nonprofits.  Upon returning to the Bay Area this diligent and 
skilled woman became the Director of Donor Relations and Senior 
Philanthropy Advisor at the Community Foundation Silicon Valley.  She 
went on to work with the Hawaii Community Foundation (Cindy’s mom 
is Hawaiian) and the eBay Foundation.

And, much of the time that our recipient was developing her skills in 
the workplace, she was sharing them as a volunteer leader on a variety 
of non-profit boards including the Junior League of Palo Alto Mid 
Peninsula where she is currently the Chairman of their Endowment 
Fund Board, the Palo Alto Community Fund, the Palo Alto YMCA, 
POST, Telosa, Inc., and TheaterWorks.  She is a known mentor for donor 
development and has worked with staff from Planned Parenthood Mar 
Monte, Fresh Lifelines for Youth, and Mercado Global. Those who work 
with her say that she is a focused, generous, skilled and natural leader.

And, amid all of her work and volunteering, she and her husband have 
raised four wonderful children and now they enjoy spending time with 
their four grandchildren.  

How does she do it? Well, one of her dearest friends says that the answer 
is her incredible organizational skills.  Evidently she keeps the Container 
Store in business as she has hundreds of well-organized and labeled 
containers whose contents are in continual use by an organization, friend 
or family member. She is the “Queen of the Container.”

She has really needed those containers over the past few months as 
she has been one of the main organizers of a most successful 50th 
reunion that has spanned this past week in Carmel and now back with 
us on campus.

I am delighted to award Cindy Swanson Miller, Class of ’64 with the 
2014 Distinguished Alumna Award.

alumnae
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alumnae

Spotlight: 
Elizabeth  
Schmidt ’97    
Elizabeth Schmidt ’97 knew she 
wanted to be an actor at age 
three, when she saw her first 
Hotdog Suppertime play at the 
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre.  
“Watching those kids perform and 
play together was so exciting, and 
seeing that I, too, could be the 
center of attention was, frankly, 
quite appealing,” she says. She 
wasn’t cast in most plays for 
which she initially auditioned (her 
parents do not fondly remember 
that period), but she reflects 
that those disappointments as 
a young performer served her 
well in steeling herself for the 
“real world,” where rejection is 
the norm. Elizabeth eventually 
performed for ten years at 
PACT and also took advantage 
of the musical and theatrical 
opportunities at Castilleja, her 
favorite production in school 
being “The Miracle Worker.”  

Elizabeth attended Northwestern 
University, double majoring in 
theatre and history, where she 
portrayed many powerful iconic 
female characters from the title 
role in “Hedda Gabler” to Joanne 
in “Company.” After college, she 
chose to move to New York to 
experience the dynamism and 
energy of the city and to focus on 
pursuing theatre. She balanced a 
random assortment of day jobs, 
including working as a trademark 
paralegal, a standardized patient 
for medical schools, and a 
personal assistant, with nights 
and weekends spent rehearsing 
and performing in 99 seat Off-Off 
Broadway theatres and at the NY 
Fringe Festival, where she met her 
husband. After putting in her dues 
waking up at dawn to get in line 
for Equity open calls, Elizabeth 
started booking more substantial 
work, including an acclaimed 
production of “The Tempest” 
at the California Shakespeare 
Theatre and a world premiere 
adaptation of “Dracula” in the 
middle of Pennsylvania Amish 
country (one of her favorites)!

Elizabeth booked her first 
television and film roles in 
New York, and buoyed by the 
prospect of supporting herself 
solely as an actor, she made the 
decision to move to Los Angeles. 
Showing impeccable timing, 
she arrived just in time for the 
WGA strike. Unfazed, Elizabeth 
continued to pave her own path, 
finding artistic communities to 
collaborate with and creating 
her own opportunities, including 
producing site-specific theater 
and the award winning web series, 
“Infinity Strategists.” She’s also 
appeared in film, television, and 
national commercials, including 
recent jobs on “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
wiping up messes in a Bounty 
paper towel ad, and the Comic 
Con award-winning film “Incident 
on Highway 73,” for which she 
won Best Actress at the Burbank 
Film Festival.

Pursuing work as an actor in L.A. 
has its inevitable challenges, 
Elizabeth has found. If you’re 
doing well, you interview for a 
new job every day, multiple times 
a day. “And those are the good 
days,” Elizabeth jokes. She booked 
a big movie and then was let go 
before stepping on set. She shot a 
role in another acclaimed film and 
only found out she didn’t make 
the final cut when she attended 
the cast screening. Historically, 
when it doesn’t go her way, she 
tries to maintain her sense of 
humor and have the occasional 
large glass of wine.  

While she doesn’t have the career 
that she dreamed of as a little girl 
just yet, Elizabeth has defined 
her own level of success and tries 
to celebrate the wins along the 
way, like qualifying for health 
insurance for the first time or 
booking that first guest star role.  
When she recently shot a part in 
Clint Eastwood’s upcoming film 
“American Sniper,” with Bradley 
Cooper and Sienna Miller, Elizabeth 
remarks, “I was reminded of my 
childhood dream to collaborate 
and play with fellow artists, and it 
was thrilling to now get to work 
with these rarefied talents.” 

Elizabeth’s goal is to continue 
working with brilliant creators like 

Frances McDormand and Nicole 
Holofcener, helping to carve out 
female centric characters and 
stories that tap into the comic 
and tragic in our everyday lives.   
She has relished the opportunity 
to play strong, independent 
female roles, perhaps springing 
from her Castilleja days, and 
hopes to seek out and create 
her own projects in the future 
that can provide illumination and 
insight to an audience about our 
shared humanity.

More info about Elizabeth can be 
found at ElizabethSchmidt.com.
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Alumnae Regional Gatherings
Los Angeles Alumnae and their guests gathered at Craft Restaurant in September for drinks, hearty hors d’oeuvres, and the opportunity 
to connect. The group that attended are working to organize several activities for all alumnae in the area. They are considering having 
alumnae or other speakers, hikes, museum tours, brunch, book discussions, etc. and would welcome any input from other alumnae.

New York Nancy Cooley ’73 opened her beautiful home in New York City to alumnae for a Regional Gathering in late October. Young 
alumnae from the Classes of 2013 and 2014 and alums from the 80s enjoyed connecting and sharing their careers and experiences in New 
York. Nancy was unable to attend the gathering due to work travel, so we are particularly grateful for her hospitality.She promises to be at 
the next gathering!  1  Kendall Levison ’13, Gaelin Bernstein ’14, Steph Katch ’82, Melissa RioFrio ’86, Molleigh Preefer ’10, Pamela Katch ’83, 
and Eve Zelinger ’10

Palo Alto Alums spanning five decades returned to Castilleja in September to kick off the start of school at the first First Friday Lunch  
of the year.  2  Carly Robison ’14, Alina Brown ’14, and Bonnie Rosenberg ’87  3  Maggie Kennelly Hazelrig ’00, Karen TobeyHA, Katie 
Plummer ’14, and Peggy McKeeHA  4  Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90 and Anita Seipp ’71  

3
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alumnae
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New Faces On Campus
This fall, 14 faculty and staff members and 4 coaches joined Castilleja for 
the 2014-15 academic year.

Kathy Layendecker joins Castilleja as Chief Financial Officer and a 
member of the Leadership Team. She previously served as the Head 
of School at Shattuck-St. Mary’s School, an independent boarding/day 
school in Minnesota, where she has been instrumental in leading the 
development of a new campus master plan, launching the Engineering 
Center of Excellence Program, and overseeing the growth of innovative 
pedagogies such as blended learning and design thinking. Prior to 
Shattuck, she worked at Oregon Episcopal School as the CFO and 
Interim Head of School. Before focusing on schools, she spent a number 
of years in the private sector as a CFO. She received her BA from 
Stanford University and MBA from Yale. 

Tesha Poe joins Castilleja as Director of Advancement. Previously, she 
was Associate Head of School for Institutional Advancement at Hillbrook 
School in Los Gatos where she also served as Director of Admissions. 
She also served as the Director of the De Anza Small Business Incubator 
and a professor in the Paralegal Program at De Anza College. She 
received her BA from Barnard College, Columbia University, her MBA 
from the Kellogg Graduate School of Management, Northwestern 
University, and her JD from Northwestern University, School of Law.

Other additions to our community include: Kari Baker (Director of 
Human Resources), Terese Brennan-Marquez (Director of Counseling 
and Social and Emotional Learning), Annie Dornbush (School 
Counselor), Becca Elenzil (Mathematics), John Ray Gutierrez (Academic 
Technology Support Specialist), Gabrielle McColgan (Director of College 
Counseling), Jennifer O’Sullivan (Fitness and Wellness), Mary Jo Pruitt 
(Director of Athletics), Jessica Radomski (Database Manager), Mark 
Smith (History), Graham Toben (English) and Alyson Tom (Associate 
Director of College Counseling).

In the Athletics Department, several new coaches are part of the Gators 
team including Amy Chinn (Assistant Coach Varsity Water Polo), 
Shaluinn Fullove (Head Coach, Varsity Cross Country), Kimberly Mullins 
(Head Coach, JV Water Polo), and Cassie Shaw (Head Coach, JV Tennis). 
Gagan Cheema also joined the department as Graduate Assistant 
Athletic Trainer.

New employees gather during orientation 
in August

faculty notes
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Summer Professional Development

Throughout the summer, Castilleja buzzes with activity. While 
summer campers are busy around the Circle and i2 campers work 
in our science labs, many faculty and staff members are focused on 
refining the curriculum, undertaking professional development taking 
students abroad, and presenting at conferences.

Continuing Education
English teacher Katie Sauvain 
received her Master’s degree in 
English literature from the Bread 
Loaf School of English, a graduate 
program of Middlebury College. 
After four summers taking classes 
at the program’s locations in 
Ripton, VT, Asheville, NC, and 
Santa Fe, NM, she spent her final 
summer in Oxford, England and 
graduated in a 17th-century chapel. 

Systems Manager Cameron 
Johnson completed his 
penultimate course, “Teaching and 
Learning in K-12 Virtual Schools,” 
for his Master of Education in 
Instructional Technology from the 
University of Maryland University 
College. 

Conferences and 
Presentations
Instructional Programming 
Librarian Tasha Bergson-
Michelson, Director of Library 
and Information Services Jole 
Seroff and two other librarians 
did a presentation on Visual 
Literacy at the American Library 
Association conference. In 
August, Ms. Bergson-Michelson 
visited Anchorage to work with 
the Alaska School Librarians 
Leadership Academy on teaching 
Google search more effectively, 
as well as creating lessons that 
expose the tacit skills that enable 
effective research.

In June, Academic Technology 
Specialist Rachel Tennant 
and Director of Technology 
Gabriel Lucas presented at 
the International Society for 
Technology in Education, the 
world’s largest ed tech conference. 
Their presentation, “Flexible 
Learning and Responsible 
Oversight with a Hybrid 1:1 iPad 

Model,” illustrated how to construct 
a 1:1 iPad program that supports 
grade-specific learning objectives.  

Academic Technology Director 
Jen Gaspar-Santos presented at 
the 2014 EdTech Teacher Summit: 
Exploring Technology Innovations: 
Reshaping Teaching and Learning. 
Her session, “Navigating the iPad 
using the SAMR Model,” helped 
attendees implement a framework 
to assess technology integration 
and strategically define their own 
app toolkits to transform teaching 
and learning. She also met with 
teachers from all over the world 
in an Ignite Speed session where 
she delved more deeply into the 
importance of being critical when 
developing a tech toolkit. 

History-Social Science teacher 
Heather Pang ’84HA and Bourn 
Idea Lab Director Angi Chau 
attended “Constructing Modern 
Knowledge,” a conference in 
Manchester, New Hampshire to 
support interdisciplinary work in 
the 8th grade.

This page: 

1  Katie Sauvain with her parents, receiving 
her Masters degree  

2  Director of Technology, Gabe Lucas, 
presenting at an EdTech conference  

3  ACE Center Director, Stacey Kertsman at 
Mysore Palace in India with husband Robert 
and daughters Talia ’18 and Ariana ’21

Next page:

4  Casti and Kisaruni students work 
together on social enterprise plans

1 2 3
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Beyond the Circle
Music teacher Ahmed Elgasseir 
accompanied three Upper School 
students to the annual Student 
Global Leadership Institute at 
Punahou School in Honolulu. 
The Institute included students 
and teachers from schools as far 
away as Jordan, India, China, and 
Scandinavia. “We were there for 
two weeks doing research and 
group work centered around the 
theme of ‘The City.’ Activities 
included work at sustainable 
garden sites, a morning of hard 
work clearing Mangrove trees 
at an 800 year-old fish pond, 
lectures by leading professionals 
in the field of urban development 
and planning, and much more. 
The students and I also took one 
day on the middle weekend and 
headed up to the north shore for 
shaved ice, swimming at Waimea 
Bay, and a tour of the island. 
The culmination of the Institute 
was the formulation of individual 
school projects, created and 
now being implemented by our 
students on the local level here at 
Castilleja.”

ACE Center Communications 
Coordinator Emily Entress and 
physics teacher Jon Rockman 
were the leaders for student trip 
to Kenya this summer where they 
visited Castilleja’s sister school, 
Kisaruni Girls Secondary School. 
Together, Casti and Kisaruni 
students collaborated to develop 
social enterprises with the help 
of entrepreneur Fay Johnson. The 
girls visited the Mulot Market to 
interview vendors with the goal 
of better understanding their 
needs and challenges. Then teams 

worked to design products that 
would make selling and buying 
at the market more efficient and 
then presented their products to 
the Kisaruni community. Working 
together not only allowed the 
girls to develop skills related to 
entrepreneurship, but also to 
deepen the ties between the 
schools.

ACE Center Director Stacey 
Kertsman spent two weeks in 
India with the America India 
Foundation as the education lead 
on their AIF Youth Ambassador 
Program. The purpose of the trip 
was to facilitate an understanding 
of the social, economic, and 
environmental challenges facing 
marginalized communities in India. 
Students developed empathy, as 
well as a greater understanding of 
the frugal innovation process, as 
they focused on the question of 
water access and distribution in 
Bangalore and its environs.

Ginny Contento and Connie 
RichardsonHA were group leaders 
for an immersion trip to Spain that 
included a home stay experience 
while Evelyne Nicolaou, Lauren 
SchryverHA, and Doris MouradHA 
took a group of Middle School 
students to France.

An avid fast pitch softball player, 
Fitness and Wellness teacher Joke 
Van der Hulst worked as pitching 
coach of the Great Britain U19 
national softball team and helped 
lead the team to a hard fought 
fourth place in the European 
Championships. She also spent 
two weeks as a volunteer at the 
Softball World Championships 
in her hometown Haarlem in the 
Netherlands. 

Curricular News
In the History-Social Science 
Department, teacher Joseph 
Mitchell developed a new 
Upper School elective course in 
psychology and Christy Story 
reimagined ninth grade Cultures 
& Civilizations (C&C) by adding 
ebook materials, blended learning 
components, and new types of 
assessment. Margaret Lane and 
Jeannine MarstonHA redesigned 
the AP US History course with 
attention to both historical 
thinking and skills development. 
Major curriculum changes included 
a new syllabus and redesign of the 
Google course site.

In the World Languages 
department, Virginia Fox 
redesigned the AP Latin 
course while Evelyne Nicolaou, 
Shana Nistler, and Alice Lung 
collaborated to redesign the 
6th grade language curriculum 
to reinforce oral proficiency in 
beginning language learners 
including the development 
of instructional videos for 
applications used by students on 
both laptops and iPads.

Joke Van der Hulst and Jennifer 
O’Sullivan redesigned the 
8th grade Fitness & Wellness 
program to build on the scope 
and sequence begun in the 6th 
and 7th grades. This included 
developmentally appropriate 
progression of skills and habits for 
the mind and body.

Mathematics teacher Carolyn 
Steele collaborated with 
colleagues to review, integrate, and 
expand the scope and sequence, 
materials, assessments, and on-line 
resources for Algebra 2 as well as 
planning the scope and sequence 
for the new 10th Grade Geometry 
course. Ann Greyson and Yvette 
Yamagata designed an 8th grade 
computer science program that 
will be integrated into the  
Algebra I curriculum.

4
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(left to right): Beth Shuman, David L. Merenbach, and Tony Carrasco

Castilleja is pleased to welcome 
Tony Carrasco and David 
Merenbach to the Board of 
Trustees. Also joining the Board 
for a one-year term as the 
Castilleja School Association 
(CSA) representative is CSA 
president Beth Shuman.  

Tony Carrasco
Tony Carrasco is the founder 
and President of Carrasco & 
Associates Architects. and 
the managing member of two 
real estate development LLCs. 
He currently sits on the Keys 
School Board of Trustees. His 
past board service includes the 
YMCA Mid-Peninsula Board; the 
Palo Alto Planning Commission 
and Architectural Review 
Board, the Palo Alto Housing 
Corporation, and the Palo Alto 
Chamber of Commerce, where 
he also served as chair. He was 
the 2005 recipient of the “Tall 
Tree–Outstanding Professional” 
awarded by the Palo Alto 
Chamber of Commerce and Palo 
Alto Weekly. He was educated 
at the Academy of Architecture, 
Washington University, and the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
He and his wife Anna are the 
parents of Patricia ’20.

David L. 
Merenbach
David L. Merenbach is the 
Principal Financial Officer for 
Jawbone. Previously he held 
various general management, 
finance and corporate 
development executive positions 
at Intuit, including serving as 
the Vice President, Finance and 
Corporate Development for the 
Global Business and Financial 
Services Divisions. Earlier in his 
career he worked with Ernst 
and Young, Liquid Carbonic and 
GTE. He served on the advisory 
board for Junior Achievement 
of the Bay Area for a number of 
years, and was president of the 
board for Pied Piper Players, a 
Bay Area family theater group. He 
received his BS in Business and 
his MBA from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1984 and 
1991 respectively. He and his wife 
Lisa are the parents of Elle ’09 
(University of Pennsylvania ’13), 
Stephanie ’11 (Bucknell ‘15), and 
Rebecca ’14 (Cornell ’18). 

Beth Shuman
Beth Shuman is the current 
President of the Castilleja 
School Association (CSA). In 
her earlier career, she worked 
as a real estate, land use, and 
environmental law attorney 
for Ware & Freidenrich, and its 
successor, Gray Cary Ware & 
Freidenrich. Her board service 
includes the Career Action Center 
and the Community Breast 
Health Project (now Breast 
Cancer Connections) of Palo 
Alto, where she was part of the 
founding Board and later served 
as President of the Board. Since 
leaving the practice of law, she 
has been active as a community 
volunteer, both in her daughter’s 
schools and with the Lucile 
Packard Foundation for Children’s 
Health, where she served on the 
Circle of Care Advisory Council. 
At Castilleja, she has served as 
Lead Parent Rep, Resource Chair, 
and Vice President. She received 
her JD from the School of Law at 
the University of California, Davis. 
Beth and her husband Bob are the 
parents of Katie Jo ’17. 

board updates
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The Class of 2009 gathered at Reunion Weekend! (left to right): Nicola Schulze, Audrey Loke, Parisa Zamanian, Evie Pless, Stephanie Leung, 
Dani Ryu, Morgan Jones, Xanthia Tucker, and Rebecca Wang  

1943
Doris Murphy Mugg recently celebrated 
her 90th birthday in Portland with family 
and friends. She went on a dinner cruise 
on the Portland Spirit, and enjoyed the 
music and dancing.

1945
Winifred Berry Lowell is happy to 
report good news: “Keith and I have just 
moved to the Vancouver coast to be 
with family; we have a lovely penthouse 
apartment viewing the harbor and all 
the cargo ships and ocean liners, and 
we welcomed our ninth grandchild in 
August.” 

1949
Sally Anderson LaHaye passed away 
suddenly on June 7 following a brief 
illness. She had enjoyed travel, family 
weddings, and the birth of her first great 
grandson during the last few years of 
her life.

Joanne Maxfield Anderson and her 
family are getting ready to visit Denmark, 
Sweden, and Finland, the heritage of the 
Anderson family history. “NO grandchildren 
this trip, just my two daughters and their 
husbands. It should be fun.”

Keep in Touch 
with Castilleja 

Please send Class Notes to 
your Class Representative,  
or to Castilleja:

Maggie Ely Pringle ’71  
Director of Alumnae Relations

Castilleja School 
1310 Bryant Street 
Palo Alto, CA 94301

650.470.7743 
mpringle@castilleja.org

Or go online to castilleja.org/notes

Find your Class Representative 
beginning on page 80.
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h Carolyn Hornkohl Gillespie had a nice 
visit on the phone with Beth Lewis 
Roberts: “Her husband, Charles, is 95 years 
old and very computer savvy, and they still 
do some traveling and gardening.”

Bobetta Buerkle Powers emailed that 
she is still very active and is the mother 
of five. 

1953
Jacqueline Baskette von Ofenheim 
brings us up to date: “Memories of 
Castilleja are always good. It is surprising 
how often they are called to mind here 
in Portland. I still enjoy the art museum 
councils, the Chinese Garden, gallery 
openings, and a unique group I started 
that involves the Chairmen of the HOA 
Boards of many high-rise condo buildings. 
Three of my children are here in Portland, 
so I see my youngest grandkids often, 
as well as their parents—both former 
prosecuting attorneys for the DA’s office, 
now with a home in the country on 
eleven acres and somewhat less stressed. 
My other daughter and her husband 
decamped from Portland to Mountain 
View as her husband was invited to join 
the gang at Google and he couldn’t 
resist. One of my sons is still the singular 
representative here in Portland of NASA 
Langley Research in the northwest and is 
telecommuting. His daughter is in Tunisia 
improving her Arabic and learning French 
while fundraising for a non-profit and 
thinking of grad school. His son is in his 

Doris Murphy Mugg celebrating her 90th 
birthday

’43

Sally Anderson LaHaye

’49

Arden de Martini Down

’53
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last semester at Quest, a new university 
in Canada. My other son is in Richmond 
where his several restaurants continue to 
bustle, so we phone each other to debate 
the issues in The New York Times. My 
recent reading has been Capital, Sheila 
Hale’s Titian, and Alain de Botton’s Art as 
Therapy. I am expecting to advance to 
age 90 so I can finish all the other books I 
want to read.”

Arden de Martini Down has been living 
in New York City for 34 years and is still 
loving it! “Theater, opera, lectures, and 
lots of volunteer work keep me active 
and busy!”

1954
Sue Beton Smith lives in Sunnyvale and 
enjoys workouts at her gym, as well as 
gardening, church activities, and friends. 
She has three adult children (Annamarie, 
Anthony, and Suzanne Sarto) as well as 
three grandsons. 

1957
Sue (Kim) Holzman Hanna just 
returned from Tuscany, Italy, where 
her four children, their spouses, and 
six grandchildren celebrated her 75th 
birthday. “We enjoyed it in grand style. 
My two eldest grandchildren are at 
Barnard College in New York City and 
Pacific College in Oregon. I spend the 
majority of each year at my beautiful 
home in Auckland, New Zealand. I missed 
not having our 55th reunion, but let’s all 
get to our 60th in 2017!”

1958
Carolyn Wells has been living in Rancho 
Bernardo for 28 years. “I’ve been active 
in my church, Republican Women, and 
we have the most wonderful P.E.O. 
chapter. Junior League has a great 
Sustainers Transfer Group which helped 
welcome me to San Diego. My daughter, 
Donna, has been living here for the last 
two and a half years and loves it as well—
she is going great guns in the mortgage 

business. It’s wonderful having my 
dearest friend so close. We have a great 
life, for which we are very grateful. We 
are active in our churches, which makes 
all this possible. Almost three years ago I 
was diagnosed with Stage Two Laryngeal 
Cancer. Long story short, within a month 
the tumor was gone, astounding all the 
doctors. The Lord told me He was with 
me—He kept His promise.”

1959
Harriet Stark Wright says, “I am sorry 
to have missed our 55th! It seems just 
like yesterday, but I love to travel so it 
was Russia instead of Castilleja. When I 
am at home it is the Sea Ranch. Would 
love to keep in touch.”

1960
Adrienne Coakley Plotner let us know 
that she is still living in Castro Valley.

1961
Sally Thornhill-Peterson would love to 
connect with a classmate. “I live in Ross 
in Marin County, CA, and am in the real 
estate business.”

1962
In August Margarita (Gui) Espinosa 
Smith and hubby Walt Smith traveled 
from their home in Boise to visit her 
actively independent mom, Iraida 
Espinosa, in Los Altos. While in California, 
they attended a surprise birthday party 
for Walt at Gui’s brother Ramon’s home 
in Palo Alto (father of Casti alum Sarah 
Espinosa ’06). Not only were Walt and 
granddaughter Brooke (12) fêted, but also 
Gui and her Casti seventh-grade-through-
high-school two-piano partner Joanne 
De Phillips, both of whom coincidentally 
turned 70 on September 9. This was a 
beautiful evening of festivity, family, and 
wonderful friends!

Connie Brown Peel is still in Sacramento 
selling real estate. “My son and his family 
are in Vermont. My son is an F-16 pilot 
and simulator instructor for Boeing. My 
daughter just got married and is a nurse 
at California Pacific Medical Center in San 
Francisco. I reconnected with Gayle Haber 
(Paige Haber Cowan’s sister) in Tahoe 
this summer. It was great to visit with 
her. I look forward to hearing from other 
alums.”

Honor Berger Spitz is keeping 
connected: “I enjoy staying in touch 
with many of my classmates, either ‘in 
the flesh’ or via email and social media. 
Technology gets my vote!!”

Judith Liff Robertson and Marty have 
gotten a Jeep and love going to the 
Jeep rides in Arizona. “We have done 
some fun ones in Parker and Canyon de 
Chelly. We also have Segways and go 
sightseeing on them and enjoy it a great 
deal. We still have horses and go on large 
couples group rides for a week several 
times a year. I also like to paint animals in 
oils and took lessons at the prestigious 
Scottsdale Artist School.”

1963
Virginia Smedberg is still playing the 
violin in the orchestra pit and enjoyed 
a Verdi fall: Rigoletto in September 
with Opera San Jose, then Trovatore in 
October with West Bay Opera. “I am also 
keeping busy with students taking violin 
and viola lessons. I spent my free time 
this summer rafting, working in Yosemite 
with Sierra Club volunteers, playing at 
Stanford’s St. Lawrence String Quartet’s 
chamber music seminar, and doing a 
great detox program at the Mountain 
View Church of Scientology (amazing 
how toxins stick around in your body—
good to get rid of them!). By the way, for 
any of you locals, I can sometimes get 
discounted opera tix so let me know if 
you’re interested.”

Monika Barth is looking to reconnect: 
“Hallo everyone: does anybody 
remember the exchange girl from 
Germany? I am now living near Hamburg, 
where I am a theater actress, a medical 

Carolyn Wells

’58

Judith Liff Robertson and Marty by their jeep

’62

Margarita Espinosa Smith and her husband, 
Walt

’62
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doctor, and a passionate photographer. I 
travel a lot for pictures. I have a husband 
and a cute little white dog. I would 
love to hear from the Class of 1963—as 
names have changed, I suppose you are 
impossible to Google. Best wishes!”

Sandra Sayre Flattery is enjoying an 
active life in Sun Valley with horses, a 
dog, volunteer activities, friends, and 
travel. “We have seven grandchildren 
from age sixteen to triplets who are now 
six! We spend fall and spring at our pied-
à-terre in Menlo Park. Life is good.”

Lauren Ross is on the go: “After six 
years I had to move this July. Not an 
easy thing, but still in Santa Cruz. Then 
I enjoyed a trip to Hawaii with my 
youngest granddaughter (12).”

1964
The Class of 1964 celebrated their 50th 
Reunion with three days of activities 
in Carmel prior to Reunion Weekend 

on campus. Many hands were involved 
in planning, including Anne Biaggini 
Krattebol, Janet Cox, Janet Mauel 
Cronk, Janey Mauel Edwards, Pat 
Hunter Gregory, Cary Golub Lurie, 
Cindy Swanson Miller, Michaele Roth 
Thunen, and Gail Wilson Zetter. Read 
more about Reunion on page 27.

Cheryl Hertzog Coleman is happily 
settled. “After three very different 
careers, six cities, and three husbands, 
I am retired and live with a lovely man. 
When my perennial wanderlust does 
not overtake me, we split our time 
between Naples, FL, and Chicago, and I 
am active with several philanthropies in 
both communities. It is amazing that it 
has been fifty years since graduation—I 
cannot believe that I have known Gail 
Wilson Zetter for more than sixty years, 
since we were in first grade at Ford 
Country Day School!”

Denise Kaufman is channeling the 
Hawaiian spirit: “Aloha, Casti friends!! I’m 
still playing music and teaching yoga. 
Part of my mission is to keep people 
mobile and fluid by reducing chair time 
and encouraging more time close 
to the earth. Please check out  
www.squateverywhere.com for 
information and inspiration! I’m also 
playing bass with my all-female band 
from the ’60s, Ace of Cups. A new CD is 
in the works as well as a documentary 
about our journey. I’d love to connect 
with amigas from Castilleja.”

Sarah Morris Pullen says, “WOW! I can’t 
believe 50 years have slipped away so 
quickly. Reunion was my first trip back to 
the Bay Area since graduation, though 
I have done much other travelling this 
year, including four trips to Tucson to 
play with my three-year-old grandson, 
two trips to Klamath Falls to be with 
family, and two trips to the beach. One 
more trip to Tucson for Thanksgiving will 
round out this year of travel. In between 
trips I hike, read, and garden. Retirement 
is fun!”

Gail Wilson Zetter fills us in on other 
class happenings:

Mig Black-Smith lives in Nevada City, a 
favorite place. I wrote asking if she was 
still called “Mig,” or the far more formal 
“Margaret,” or even “Meg.” She said she 
had decided to change it a long time 
ago because no one understood her, but 
that lots of people still called her “Mig.” 
She said she still wasn’t understood at 
Starbucks; they think she said “Mag,” 
or something. Oh well, at this point in 
our lives I think we should call ourselves 
whatever we want.

Guida Veronda wrote from Montana, 
where she and Ann are living for now. 
“We’ve been in a big cycle of storms 
with bright lightning, big booming 
thunder, wild winds shifting direction 

quickly, drenching downpours, and 
heavy horizontal hail. Miss Winter taught 
alliteration well!” Yes, she would be pink 
with pleasure, as it were. Although she 
no longer works at Yellowstone, Guida 
still takes friends to visit and shares her 
interpretive skills. She does occasionally 
staff the Visitor’s Center at the Nature 
Conservancy, and she and Ann planned 
to help the butterfly surveyors as well, 
aided by Ann’s birding background and 
mathematical mind, which allow her to 
see tiny patterns which help identify 
species. Guida can fit more on a postcard 
than anyone I know.
 
Christy Hulden Westmoreland, who 
lives in North Carolina, spent about a 
month in California coming west for 
both Reunion and her daughter Lisa’s 
September wedding in Half Moon Bay. 
Writing before the trip, she said, “By 
the time the Reunion comes around, I 
should feel like a born-again Californian. 
Most of the time I feel like a displaced 
Californian.” Once a Californian, always 
a Californian, I say. She peeked at our 
yearbook and said she sort of looks the 
same except for (she inserts obvious 
signs of age). She says she still wears her 
hair up but without the fake flowers.
 
Bonnie Eggink Allen (from Petaluma) 
wrote a humorous account of her initial 
interview with Miss Espinosa, noting 
that she (Bonnie, not Miss Espinosa) 
was wearing a shirtwaist from the dime 
store and tennis shoes with anklets. 
Bonnie remembers having to write an 
essay on the subject of “tempest in a 
teapot,” though she had no clear idea of 

Monika Barth
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Denise Kaufman jamming with her all-
female band, Ace of Cups

’64

Sarah Morris Pullen’s grandson
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Sandra Sayre Flattery’s beautiful family
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Virginia Smedberg whitewater rafting
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what it meant. “I wrote about molecules 
getting hot and spinning around faster 
and faster until some of them broke 
loose in the form of steam. It was very 
chaotic.” Bonnie is mostly retired but still 
publishes a monthly newspaper, Sonoma 
Seniors Today. Steve is working on a new 
mural. Her daughter, Nina, just received 
her doctorate in political science from 
UC Berkeley; her oldest son, Ben, is a 
pilot for United, and youngest son, Sky, is 
part of a start-up in Seattle. Bonnie notes 
that, “They’re all doing amazingly well, 
despite my inept parenting.” I don’t buy 
the inept part.
 
Enid Hardcastle Nuisberger wasn’t 
able to make it to Reunion Weekend, 
as she was experimenting with flaming 
hors d’oeuvres. She burned herself and 
needed to recover in Provence. She said 
she tried to be careful.

Barbara MacCornack Leutwiler 
reported that she and her husband had 
just returned from South America, where 
their destinations included Machu Picchu 
and the Galapagos. 
 
Jeffie Welsh Feakins called to say that 
she and Nick were on their way to Santa 
Cruz to spend some time with their 
daughter, Sam, and her husband, Dan, 
who have a new little boy to join his big 
sister. We also discussed what to do with 
family archives (my house is a museum).
 
And I, Gail Wilson Zetter, had a family 
reunion in June in Cape Cod with my 
son and daughter and their respective 
families. It was great fun. They rented a 
place which was two old houses joined 
together, so there was lots of space for 
everyone and an enormous lawn. The 
little boys could roll down the hill and 
run back up, and Nikolai (5) and I could 
play baseball. I got one home run off 
him and he said, “Grandma, pretend you 
were out at third....” I said, “Uh uh.” He’s 
the same one who couldn’t sleep in my 
guest room one time because he was 
afraid of my Castilleja graduation picture. 
One highlight of the Cape was a visit to 
a farmer’s market in the village where 
the boys were invited to join some folk 
singers. Nikolai took the microphone 
and Aaron (3) and Alek (2.5) had 

rhythm instruments. As I’ve said before, 
a career is born. More recently Nikolai 
and Alek and their parents traveled to 
Italy, and Aaron (an experienced traveler 
who is never without the essentials: 
iPad, gummy snacks, and toy cars) and 
his parents headed to Mexico. These 
little boys have more stamps on their 
passports than Grandma ever will. 

Cristina Lerche de Balestra, my AFS 
sister senior year, came to Reunion. She 
didn’t let her husband come because 
“this is a girls thing.” She was able to see 
her son, Richard, a doctor who started 
work at Seton Medical Hospital and is 
living in San Francisco.

1965
Michele Brigham Finstad’s daughter, 
Farrell, and her husband, Scott Calabrese, 
recently moved to Miami, where he has 

taken the position as Head Men’s Soccer 
Coach at Florida International University. 
Farrell continues to work as the Creative 
Manager for the Innovation Lab at 
Eastman Chemical. “Our other daughter, 
Courtney, lives in Bend with her husband, 
Jeremy Moran. She has just taken 
the position of Community Relations 
Specialist at Bend Parks and Recreation. 
Jim and I continue to enjoy retirement on 
our walnut ranch. Travel is a wonderful 
part of our life—and, of course, likewise 
are our grandchildren, Kai and Lucca 
Calabrese. I think they are the cutest!”

Wendy Carrel is continuing as an 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable book 
shepherd and marketing maven for 
remarkable wellness authors and 
publishers at www.bookambassador.com.  
She is simultaneously developing Wellness 
Shepherd (www.wellnessshepherd.com) 
based on years in senior services as an 
administrator and program developer 
for diverse populations, creating green, 
sustainable, and magical environments 
for activities and living. “I am currently 
completing reports on senior care 
options in Chile, Ecuador, and Mexico, 
guiding older adults to quality integrative 
health care solutions, and sitting hospice. 
I am looking for work in Guadalajara so 
I can move there by 2015. Does anyone 
have connections at the Carlos Slim 
Foundation? ;)”

Michele Brigham Finstad’s adorable 
grandchildren, Kai and Lucca Calabrese
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Wendy Carrel with a resident of the El Nido 
senior home in Chordeleg, Ecuador
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Suzanne Wu Zurinaga’s first release of her 
premium 2012 Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir
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Christie Hunner Shawl
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Maryanne Greninger Merritt’s family is 
growing!
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Christine Witzel with her brand new book, 
She Also Served: Letters from a Navy Wife
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1970
Pamela Silver had a chance to work 
with a Castilleja intern: “It was a pleasure 
to have Kriti Lall ’15 work in my lab at 
Harvard Medical School this summer. 
She was amazing—as good as the grad 
students! I got a great update on the 
school, and I hope more students will 
follow.”

Charise Hale McHugh and her husband, 
Jack, are still enjoying their jobs, but 
find time to dote on their three kids and 
spouses and their five grandchildren. 
Tamara is a counselor, Josh owns a 
raw food company, and Byron is a 
cinematographer. Charise is still the CEO 
of the Half Moon Bay Coastside Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitors’ Bureau and 
her husband, Jack, still has his thriving 
financial advisor practice. They also love 
spending time in Tahoe and Mariposa. 
Last year at Thanksgiving they were 
happy to have the whole family together, 
including daughter Tamara, her husband, 
Adam, and their two children (9 and 6); 
son Joshua with a new grandson still in 
Geri’s womb; and oldest son Byron with 
his wife, Amy, and their two little girls (4 
and 2). 

1971
Alixandra Plank Brevig retired from 
commercial real estate last September. 
“I am happily spending more time riding 
my Dutch Warmblood/Thoroughbred 
gelding. I also have become a bit 
interested in chalk painting. My husband 
and I bought a flat in Southern France 
and spent some time there this summer 
renovating it. We plan to spend two 
or three months there each year. Our 
daughter, Megan, just graduated from 
the University of Edinburgh.” 

1972
Diane Kimball Jacob has recently been 
hired as a music specialty teacher for a 
new elementary school half a mile from 
her home. “I teach 936 students, grades 
K-6, the joys of sound and rhythm.”

Joyce Bogner Bohn has been staying 
busy: “Mia Mora and I had lunch at 
the LEAF garden; she is a member of 
the board of this nonprofit. In addition, 
this summer I volunteered with Scholar 
Match, mentoring a UC Berkeley student 
in career choices and job searching. Also, 
I’ve continued to be a translator for  
Kiva.org. In October I visited Ethiopia 
and Tanzania on a photo safari with Piper 
Mackay, a professional photographer 
whose work I admire. This was my first 
trip ever to Africa and included visits 
to the tribes of the Omo Valley and the 
historic site of Lalibela.”

1967
Patricia Ingersoll Lindberg is still busy 
painting in oil and watercolor and now 
has a photography website you can visit: 
www.patricialindbergphotography.com.

Suzanne Wu Zurinaga and her 
husband, Louie, celebrated the first 
release of their premium 2012 Sonoma 
Coast Pinot Noir on October 4. “If you’d 
like to know more please email me at 
szurinaga@zurinaga.com.” 

1968
Christine Witzel has some exciting 
news: “At last, my book She Also Served: 
Letters from a Navy Wife is available 
on Amazon! Mother was a wonderful 
writer—full of humor and incisive 

comments. I’ve selected the most 
entertaining or historical letters from 
the World War II home front (Menlo 
Park), Shanghai in 1946 (Dad was a 
military adviser during the Chinese Civil 
War), and London and the Continent 
from 1953-1955 (the era of PBS TV 
shows ‘Call the Midwife’ and ‘Bletchley 
Circle’). I haven’t figured out my next 
project yet, but the gym, my garden, and 
volunteering keep me happily occupied.”

Maryanne Greninger Merritt is enjoying 
her retirement years in Loma Linda, CA: 
“I am going to water aerobics classes, 
reading, playing computer games with 
friends, and traveling. Both our sons 
graduated from medical school in June 
and one, Bryce, is living with his wife in San 
Francisco. Bryce is an intern for one year 
and then will start at UCSF in a radiology 
residency. Travis, our older son, is applying 
to residencies this year because he was 
a foreign medical school graduate. Life 
is good, and my husband says he will be 
retiring next year at age 70.”

Christie Hunner Shawl wrote in to 
share that she became a grandmother on 
Mother’s Day to Margaux Christine Shawl.

1969
Georgie Gleim is keeping her sense of 
humor: “Looking squarely at our 45th 
Reunion, I realized that when we were 
seniors the Class of 1924 was celebrating 
its 45th. That’s how to feel old! My 
husband, George Schumann, and I just 
celebrated our fourteenth anniversary; 
we also just hosted a grade-school 
reunion for my Walter Hays classmates (a 
couple of whom went on to Castilleja for 
a few years). Otherwise, I’m still running 
our family jewelry store, Gleim the 
Jeweler, at Stanford Shopping Center, 
still staying involved in local groups such 
as a Rotary Club, and I am the immediate 
past Chair of Jewelers of America, a 
national industry group, the very best 
title to have. I’m always happy to say 
‘hello’ to fellow Casti alums if you drop 
into the store at Stanford.”

Charise Hale McHugh’s family last 
Thanksgiving 

’70

Karen Smith Shaw’s youngest daughter, 
Sandy, as the Maid of Honor at Karen’s 
oldest daughter Robin’s wedding 
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Joyce Bogner Bohn and Mia Mora enjoying 
the gorgeous weather
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Nancy Schumacher Rosenthal and her son, 
Aaron, on a 107-mile bike ride in Amherst
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This September Wendy Dunne Smith 
and her husband, Greg, returned to live 
on the West Coast for the first time in 
forty years. They moved to Portland, 
where they hope to enjoy the Oregon 
mountains, sea coast, vineyards, and 
food while Greg pursues his new position 
at NW Kaiser Permanente.

Nancy Schumacher Rosenthal, Peter, 
and their son, Aaron, who was home for 
a month before his last year in college at 
Harvey Mudd, rode their bikes 107 miles 
on The Farm Ride in Amherst on August 
8: “The weather was terrific, the scenery 
was unbeatable, and there was a really 
great group of riders. The best rest stop 
was at mile 85 with homemade pies and 
ice cream!”

Karen Smith Shaw retired on July 1: 
“After 39 years, 29 years as research 
technical staff and ten years at safety 
and facilities, I am loving playing golf, 
enjoying our lake house, and having no 
schedule—only tee times! We celebrated 
our oldest daughter Robin’s wedding in 
July in Minneapolis to a terrific young 
man who she met while at Iowa State 
University. Robin is starting graduate 
school at the University of Minnesota 
(School of Design, Apparel Production). 
Our youngest daughter, Sandy, did a 
wonderful job as the Maid of Honor and 
loves living in Boston after graduating 
from Boston University in 2013.”

1974
Nancy Burley Mueller has been 
exploring her craftsy side: “In the last 
ten years I had a store on Etsy selling 
handmade and vintage items. Though 
the store is closed, I still make and sell 
quilts.” Nancy is looking forward to 
becoming a grandmother.

1975
Giuliana Danon Vural is starting to 
empty the nest: “Our firstborn is off 
to college at UT Austin, Class of 2018! 
I still have a junior in the house, thank 
goodness.”

1977
Sharon Hare Holzscherer welcomed 
her first grandchild, Aaralyn Lee, in July 
2013 and wrote that she was looking 
forward to her second grandchild 
arriving soon. “Grandchildren are so 
much fun!”

1978
Casti has a new Canadian connection. 
Cindy Stevenson Waslewsky has 
moved and is now living near Vancouver 
on a 125-acre urban ranch. “We raise 
Dexter cattle for free-range, grass-fed, 
custom-cut sides of beef. We have a 
horse boarding operation and I teach 
horseback riding lessons. We have 
trails, a racetrack, a round pen, and two 
covered arenas. I am still hiking; there 
are some lovely alpine trails nearby. I 
downhill ski at Whistler and would love 
to join anyone who comes up to ski! I can 
show you some of the best-kept secrets 
of Whistler and I also backcountry ski 
when conditions are safe. Let me know if 
you are in the area!”

Isabel Bandet Boyer has lived in 
London since 1982, and in the same 
house since 1990. “We are now doing a 
major refurb on it for the next decades. 
I am still married to Jack, who I met at 
Stanford. Our daughter, Camilla, attended 
Stanford, and now is working at Twitter 
in San Francisco (but travelling just often 
enough to international offices and to 
London). Eleanor is studying English 
at Bristol here in the United Kingdom, 
and our other daughter, Christina, is just 
starting at Stanford. So we’ll probably be 
visiting more in the next four years. I work 
in commercial property investment and 
also in a non-executive/advisory capacity 
on UK health policy and health research 
in the NHS. I have also taken up ‘outdoor 
swimming.’ I swim year-round in the 
Serpentine in London (the lake in Hyde 
Park), the sea, and rivers whenever I can.”

1979
Karen Chandler Wickers is entering 
“empty-nest” “free-bird” status this year 
after sending her youngest daughter, 
Chandler, off to college. “I have been 
coaching Varsity Tennis at Castilleja for 

Giuliana Danon Vural’s family
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Sharon Hare Holzscherer’s first grandchild, 
Aaralyn Lee
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Cindy Stevenson Waslewsky enjoying an 
alpine hike
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Karen Chandler Wickers’ daughter at 
graduation
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Erika Tiegel Freitas at her son Mike’s 
graduation

’80

Jeanne Floyd Downs’ smiling children

’80
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the last four years and love experiencing 
the great energy I see on campus every 
day during the season. Go Gators!”

1980
Carey Tompkins just received a 
promotion to become Program Manager 
for the Post Permanency Family Center 
of Adoptions Together. “We serve 
families who have adopted children from 
DC’s foster care system. This move from 
Family Therapist to Program Manager is 
an exciting opportunity. I also received 
my Clinical Social Work license this 
year. My children are starting middle 
school and high school!! Life is good and 
moving fast. I’m strapping myself in and 
hanging on for the ride!”

Deborah Kais Settelmayer is still 
living in Pasadena and life keeps moving 
along. “My oldest daughter, Alexandra, 
graduated from New York University 
and is attending Columbia Law School. 
Marina, my second daughter, graduated 
from high school and is attending the 
University of Southern California. Nick, 
my third child, is a sophomore at Harvard 
Westlake, and Tommy, my youngest, 
is starting at Harvard Westlake as a 
freshman. If you are ever in town for the 
Rose Bowl I would love to catch up!”

Claire Kirch’s daughter, Rachel Sipress 
(16), spent July in a French immersion 
program in Paris. After the program 
wound up, Claire and her husband, Joel 
Sipress, picked up Rachel and went 
to the South of France for ten days. 
Joel is—as of February—a Duluth, MN, 
city councilor and Claire is still writing 
about the book business for Publishers 
Weekly. She interviewed former Casti 
teacher Betsy Franco in New York City 
regarding her new adult novel, Naked 
(Tyrus Books, 2013). 

Jeanne Floyd Downs continues to live in 
the Boston area and loves it. “Our oldest, 
Travis, graduated from college in May and 
has entered the working world. Emily and 
Mary are currently in college and Anna is 
in her final year of high school. With only 
one at home the house is very quiet! I 
hope all is well with the Class of ’80!”

This has been a year of transition for 
Erika Tiegel Freitas, as both of her 
children have graduated from college. 
“My son graduated from San Jose State 
University with a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Environmental Sciences, and my daughter 
graduated with her Master’s in Education 
from Santa Clara University. I am excited to 
say that they are both gainfully employed. 
Michael is working for WaterWise, a water 
and energy audit service provider, and 
Kristin is the homeroom teacher for third 
grade at St. Leo’s.”

1981
Kate Elsen Turner lives in Novato, with 
her husband, Chris, and son, James (12). 
She continues to work at Industrial Light 
and Magic as a Digital Paint Artist for 
feature films.

Jennifer Dodds Jacob went by Casti 
and was amazed: “The campus has 
changed and time has flown by. I hope 
everyone is doing well!!!”

Katie Harris Robbins has been living 
in Hanover for twenty years. “I still enjoy 
seeing Casti friends on both coasts, 
especially classmate Laura Docter’s 
daughter, Abby Thornburg ’11, who 
is at Dartmouth. I’m practicing as a 
child/family clinical psychologist. My 
husband, Kris, runs a high school abroad 
program (Swiss Semester) overseas 
part of the year. Our older daughter, 
Heidi, graduated from Princeton a 
year ago, and is still living there doing 
epidemiology work on HIV issues in 
New Jersey and rowing crew on the U.S. 
National Team. Our younger daughter, 
Liesel, is now at Middlebury playing 
lacrosse and enjoying the Vermont 
outdoors! I would love to say ‘hello’ to 
any classmates or Casti people who 
come the way of Dartmouth. I enjoy 
hearing Casti news from my niece, Sarah 
Booher ’18 (fourth generation at Casti), 
and newly enrolled relative Catherine 
Debenham ’21. Casti seems always to be 
cutting-edge in educational pursuits and 
resources. It’s great to follow!”
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Get Involved.

STAY CONNECTED to the 
Castilleja alumnae network.  
Join the new Castilleja Careers 
Listserv at groups.google.com/
group/castilleja-careers to 
stay up to date on upcoming 
career-oriented events, job 
opportunities, and professional-
skills workshops.

We want YOU! There are 
countless ways alumnae can get 
involved. We love hearing from 
you, so please stay in touch. If 
you’re as excited as we are and 
want to join in the fun, here are a 
few suggestions:

1. Join the Advisory Council

2. Help plan a regional event

3. Attend a regional event

4. Provide an internship for a 
Castilleja student or alum

5. Send an update for Class 
Notes 

6. Become a Castilleja School 
fan on Facebook

7. Join the Castilleja Careers 
Listserv

8. Send us your updated 
contact information (it 
sounds simple, but nothing 
makes us happier than an 
accurate database!)

Castilleja School

Casti School 
Casti Athletics

Castilleja School

Casti School

Castilleja School

Katie Harris Robbins with her fun-loving 
family
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Christine Telfer McKenna enjoyed the vast 
ocean in Maui
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1982
Since many members of the Class of 
1982 turned 50 in 2014, they celebrated 
with a birthday dinner in San Francisco 
at E & O Asian Kitchen on October 4. It 
was a great evening!   

Here are some of the other ways members 
of the Class of 1982 marked this milestone 
event:

Laura Kelly Kroger celebrated her 50th 
birthday with a family dinner at Chez 
Panisse. “My oldest daughter, Katie, also 
graduated from high school this year, so 
I took her to London before she started 
at UC Davis this fall. We had a fabulous 
mother-daughter trip, and I enjoyed 
staying with old friends from my junior 
year abroad.”

Pamela Young Majteles sends her 
regards: “Happy birthday to the Class 
of 1982 members who are turning 
50! A year ago I took a job handling 
communications for a nonprofit called 
Emerge California, which recruits and 
trains women to run for public office. 
It’s inspiring work that has required 
me to add social media proficiency to 
my skillset. I love knowing as much as 
my teen- and college-age kids. If you 
know any great women who should be 

recruited to run for office in California 
send them my way!” 

Julie Leet Hagelshaw has been having 
a busy year: “I turned 50, got a new job, 
and my youngest daughter left home for 
college. It started with turning 50 in May 
and a party at the house with family and 
friends. Natasha Moiseyev attended. 
I now work as the Office Manager 
at Monroe Personnel Service in San 
Francisco. My daughter, Jessi, started 
at UC Merced in August and her sister, 
Elynn, is now a junior at UC Berkeley 
studying Forestry. I keep fit by attending 
sculpt and barre classes at Elevate 
Fitness in San Francisco and by riding 
my bike to work.”

Debby Kramer Radin turned 50 in 
August and was very excited to join her 
classmates in celebrating this milestone 
together. “I feel like I celebrated this 
birthday all month—my husband and 
I spent a beautiful week in Bali, alone 
without family or children, and then 
my family and closest friends threw an 
intimate, fun birthday dinner party for 
me. The highlight, though, was getting 
pedicures with my husband and teenage 
sons—what a fun way to spend the day!”

Helen Floyd Sullivan had an exciting year! 
“My husband, Matt, and I are still in Orlando, 
leading the Orlando International Christian 

Church. We planted four new churches 
in Houston, Dallas-Ft. Worth, Miami, and 
Gainesville. We were also able to travel 
back to Santiago to speak at the Central 
and South American Missions Conference in 
February. And excitingly our oldest, Melissa, 
is off to USC to study Global Health.”

Christine Telfer McKenna began the 
year of her fiftieth on Maui for a family 
reunion that included her sister, Vicki 
Telfer Rees ’90. “We all had a relaxing, 
adventure-filled vacation, and I finally 
learned to surf with my family, including 
Michael, Devin (16), Meghan (14), and 
Aidan (11)! We’re still in Connecticut, 
spending summers at Lake George, NY.”

Viola Mong Meehan is working at 
AbbVie as the Vice President of Research 
& Development, Finance, and Operations. 
AbbVie is a new biopharmaceutical 
company which split off from Abbott 
Labs, where she had worked for more 
than twenty years, in January 2013. She 
and her husband, Gerry, left Philadelphia 
to get their MBAs at the University of 
Chicago almost 25 years ago and have 
loved living in the Windy City ever since. 
They have two sons, Corey (19) and 
Kevin (15), and manage an occasional 
trip back to Hong Kong where her mom 
and most of her siblings still live.

1983
Isabelle Crawford Sutton is living in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, with her husband, 
Peter, and her five daughters: Olivia 
(18), Chloe (16), Madeleine (15), Catriona 
(13), and Flora (7). “I work as a general 
practitioner and would welcome any 
alumnae visiting. The festival is great fun! 
The weather, however, is not as good as 
Palo Alto!”

Robin Haber Kallas and her husband 
still work in the emergency room: “It’s 
exhausting, but a lot of fun. We have a 
new goldendoodle puppy named Emma 
who looks like a teddy bear and is finally 
calming down a bit. My oldest son, Ben, 
just graduated from Middlebury College 
and reported to the Marine Officer 
Candidate School (OCS) in September. 
My youngest son, Sam, is in the Marine 
ROTC at Iowa State University and loves 
it. Semper Fi!”

Jennifer Ritter Brill had a life-changing 
summer: “I sent my eldest off to college. 
We are so proud that CJ is attending 
Oregon State University and playing on 
the men’s soccer team. Watch for him on 
the Pac-12 Network! Home feels different 
with only one left, but I will be enjoying 
Lauren’s last three years at Palos Verdes 
High School, as I know how fast those 
years will go by.”

Jennifer Ritter Brill with her family at her 
son CJ’s graduation
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Viola Mong Meehan with her husband and 
sons
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Attendees at the Castilleja Class of 1982 birthday celebration: Maryly Culley Culpepper 
(Stamford, CT), Christine Telfer McKenna (Avon, CT), Gabrielle Whelan (Menlo Park, 
CA), Heather Walker (Mountain View, CA), Patty Rosenberg (San Francisco, CA), Anita 
Hochscheid Miller (Raleigh, NC), Kendall Stratford Barrera (Atherton, CA), Inge Tiegel 
Doherty (San Carlos, CA), Teresa McCaffrey (Santa Cruz, CA), Julie Leet Hagelshaw 
(San Francisco, CA), Sarah Rosenbaum Gaeta (Menlo Park, CA), Els Neukermans Paine 
(Princeton, NJ), Laura Kelly Kroger (Oakland, CA), Liz Babb Fanlo (San Francisco, CA), and 
Nancy Ringham Ashton (Savannah, GA)
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1984
Heather Allen PangHA is still teaching 
eighth grade history at Castilleja, and is 
thrilled to carpool to school (bike or car) 
with her daughter, Elizabeth ’17.

Catherine Zerboni Popovici is living 
in Houston, working for BP, and raising 
four kids ages 17, 14, 11, and 9 with her 
husband. “It is hard to believe that we’ve 
been in Texas for over ten years! The kids 
are growing fast and I keep hoping one of 
them will end up at college in the Bay Area 
so we can visit more often. My husband 
owns an energy technology company 
called Z-Terra, his second startup. My big 
wish when I get back to Palo Alto is to 
visit my former Casti teachers at Channing 
House. I saw a great picture of them in the 
last Castilleja update, and I thank them so 
much for the education and care they gave 
me as a teenager. Thank you Mrs. HsuHA, 
Mrs. MeeceHA, Madame GrundmannHA, 
and Mrs. Sheehan!”

Shelly Evans Tin is enjoying Australia. 
“After 21 years in South Carolina, we 
have temporarily relocated to Melbourne 
for a fantastic job opportunity for 
my husband, Aungwin. We anticipate 
being here for the next four years and 
are excited for this new adventure. My 
twenty-year-old daughter, Schuyler, 
studied abroad last semester and while 
in Europe visited the Netherlands and 
took advantage of the hospitality of my 
friend and Castilleja classmate Claudia 
Crenshaw Van Bergem. Schuyler had a 

fantastic time and I’m hoping I can repay 
the favor and host Claudia and her family 
here in Melbourne!” 

Felicia Paik Kim and her family live in 
Santa Monica. Felicia’s son, Ryan (13), is 
an eighth grader at Harvard-Westlake. 
Her daughter, Sabrina (10), is in the fifth 
grade at her neighborhood elementary 
school. Felicia has been married to her 
husband, Ty Kim, for nineteen years. Ty is 
an Emmy-winning producer and director 
who runs his own media consultancy and 
Felicia is the Admissions Director at The 
Archer School for Girls, a girls’ school in 
Brentwood for grades 6-12. During the 
summer Felicia and her family had lunch 
in Palo Alto at Ming’s with Leslie Hom 
Kingsbury, her husband, Jim Kingsbury, 
and her daughter, Samantha Kingsbury. 

1985
Earlier this year Melissa Riofrio was 
promoted to Executive Editor of 
PCWorld.com, second in command after 
the Editor in Chief. “I’ve always loved 
writing and feel simultaneously excited, 
fortunate, and daunted to be a working 
journalist during a time of great upheaval 
and change in the media industry. 
Nevertheless, I love my job and can’t 
believe that I get paid to do it (but don’t 
tell my boss that!).”

Lynne Lampros began work as the 
Deputy Town Attorney for Los Gatos 
in June 2013. “It is great to be back 
in public service for such a wonderful 
organization. My daughter is in seventh 
grade, and my son is in fourth grade. 
I have enjoyed returning to Castilleja 
for View360, First Fridays, and other 
alumnae events.”

Astrid Shorthouse Spencer spent a 
wonderful Easter with old friends Kristi 
Young Gilbert, Tiffany Miller Egan, 
and Ann Mays Silverberg. “It was a 
lovely afternoon hosted by Kristi for all 
our families, including an Easter egg hunt 
for our collective eleven children.”

1986
Maria Riofrio and members of the 
nonprofit she co-founded, Veterans 
Empowered to Protect African Wildlife 
(VETPAW), just returned from their “pilot” 
observation trip to the Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area in Tanzania. “The 
trip was a great success: we visited 
several ranger posts and learned first-
hand the challenges these brave men 
and women face against poachers 
armed with sophisticated weapons and 
intelligence networks. Officials in the 
Ngorongoro allowed us full access to 
both the rangers and their equipment 
and vehicle stocks, which provided key 
insights into how VETPAW can directly 
address their immediate and substantive 
needs. Now that we are back in the U.S. 
our next step is curriculum and training 
development as well as an extensive 

Kristi Young Gilbert hosted an Easter egg 
hunt for the children of Casti alums Astrid 
Shorthouse Spencer, Tiffany Miller Egan, 
and Ann Mays Silverberg
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Maria Riofrio with Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area female rangers
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Michele Wray Khateri with her family
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Catherine Zerboni Popovici with her son, 
Max
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Felicia Paik Kim’s children, Sabrina and 
Ryan, with Leslie Hom Kingsbury’s daughter, 
Samantha (right)
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The view of the sunrise in Shelly Evans Tin’s 
backyard on her first morning in Point Cook, 
Victoria, a suburb of Melbourne, Australia
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fundraising/sponsorship push so we 
can fully implement our program in 
the Ngorongoro later this year. We are 
grateful to the many supporters who 
helped us get this far, and are excited 
about the hard work ahead of us!  
www.vetpaw.org, Facebook.com/vetpaw, 
Twitter @vetpaw.”

1987
Michele Wray Khateri and her family 
moved to the Los Angeles area two 
years ago. She is enjoying living near 
the mountains and the beach, as well 
as having great weather all year round. 
She started as the Development Director 
at an international French school 
in 2013 and loves the diversity and 
being in an international environment 
again. She welcomes catching up with 
Casti alumnae. You can reach her at 
wraykhateri@yahoo.com. 

During Sarah Rakonitz Stein’s recent 
visit to Palo Alto, she and Rachel 
Burgoyne had a mother-daughter 
playdate. “Nicolyn Marks and Margaret 
Stein became fast friends; they also share 
the same aesthetic ideals. We all look 
forward to future fun together.”

1989
Melinda Hurst Dubroff is thrilled to 
report that she married Stevie Jolie 
Stallmeyer on February 22, 2014. 

Nicolyn Marks and Margaret Stein, 
daughters of Rachel Burgoyne and Sarah 
Rakonitz Stein

’87

“My wife and I live in Menlo Park. My 
daughter, Kendall Anne Dubroff, turns 23 
this year and lives in Santa Barbara.” 

All is well with the Desautels-Kemp 
family. Tara Desautels continues to love 
her job as an Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge, where she currently sits in 
a criminal assignment in Oakland. This 
summer the whole family took their 
first international trip to England and 
Scotland to see Wimbledon and the Tour 
de France, and to celebrate Tara and 
Colin’s five-year wedding anniversary.

Jessica Collins Lonergan recently 
relocated with her family to Hong Kong 
where her husband, Frank, established a 
wine and spirits import and distribution 
business. Jessica continues to work as a 
conceptual art dealer, but now in Asia! 

Janet Tennyson is in her seventeenth 
year teaching Spanish at Menlo School. 
“I have two little boys, Ben (4.5) and 
Nico (21 months). Life is busy! I recently 
had the chance to meet up with former 
Spanish teacher Mercedes McCaffreyHA 
and former Menlo colleague and current 
Castilleja Spanish teacher Ginny 
Eversole Contento ’79 for a little 
Spanish-speaking reunion of sorts!”

Cary Watson Clark is feeling the “new-
school-year fever” in full force: “This fall 
I am starting my twelfth year teaching 
graduate students in the Counseling 
Psychology Program at Santa Clara 
University, Jack has just started first 
grade, and Abby is starting preschool. I 

also have a part-time private practice. I 
am keeping busy, to say the least. And 
because we love to live on the wild side, 
Russell and I have planned a trip with the 
kids to Disneyland this holiday season!”

1990
Vicki Telfer Rees is still living in 
northwestern Connecticut, about twenty 
minutes from her sister and fellow Casti 
grad Christine Telfer McKenna ’82. 
“After staying home to raise my young 
kids, I returned to the full-time work 
force as a special education teacher this 
past February. I work with nonverbal 
kids ages three to ten with a variety 
of disabilities. I absolutely love it, and 
all of the challenges it presents every 
day certainly keep me on my toes! It is 
great to be back in the field that I love, 
although juggling our not-so-young-
anymore kids (ages 8 and 10) and their 
schedules keeps us busy. Both my 
husband and I are teachers and have the 
summer off, so we are blessed to have 
lots of family time golfing, camping, 
playing tennis, playing soccer, swimming, 
kayaking, socializing, going to the beach, 
and relaxing! Overall, life is good!!”

In July, Karen Phipps Anderson 
became the first Director of Litigation 
at VeriFone, the worldwide leader in 
secure electronic payment solutions. 
“VeriFone makes many of the point-of-
sale terminals used at retail, in taxis, and 
on gas pumps, and also offers related 
services. I will be developing the in-

Cary Watson Clark’s children, Jack and 
Abby
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Tara Desautels exploring King Arthur’s Seat 
with her family on a trip to Scotland this 
summer

’89

Jessica Collins Lonergan in Hong Kong with 
her family

’89

Joanna Busza completing a trail run in 
Ethiopia

’90

Janet Tennyson having a “mini-reunion” with 
former Spanish teacher Mercedes McCaffreyHA 
and Ginny Eversole Contento ’79 

’89
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house litigation function globally and 
hope to travel to some great places as 
part of my new role.”

Joanna Busza is continuing to enjoy 
living in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where 
she is based at the World Health 
Organization, on loan from her usual job 
at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine. “I am halfway through 
my three-year contract here, and I am 
busy learning the national language 
(Amharic), visiting hospitals and health 
centers, and recently completed a trail 
run in a beautiful national park.”

1991
In April Katy Gaul was promoted to 
be New York City Mayor de Blasio’s 
Executive Director of the Mayor’s Office 
of Workforce Development, where she 
focuses on income equality, training, and 
workforce strategies. “I am very excited 
to be in this new role.”

Elisa Bennett Martin has been living 
in Madrid for eight years now with her 
husband of fifteen years, two daughters 
(13 and 6), and five cats. “Last year 
I began a new career as a translator 
and I really love it. I am looking into 
Master’s programs and working for HT 
Localizations. I just visited California and 
saw some of my Casti friends, but I didn’t 
get to see everyone, so I’ll have to come 
back for a reunion soon.”

Susan Ryan Tighe has some exciting 
news: “Kate became a big sister last 
October when our daughter, Lily, arrived. 
We live in Mountain View and I have been 
very lucky to keep in touch with many 
of my Casti classmates and to see them 
regularly.”

Diana Gregory Horner wrote to let 
us know that, “All is well here in San 
Francisco. Caroline is in second grade 
and I am keeping busy with volunteering 
at her school and other endeavors, 
including a weekly French class at 
Alliance Française. We had a great 
summer, with the highlight being a 
family trip to Vietnam and Cambodia. 
We even had the opportunity to visit a 
local Buddhist monastery in Siem Reap 
which took me back to World Religions 
and our field trips! I place sole blame for 
my wanderlust on Mrs. McKeeHA, and 
her brave willingness to take us to the 
USSR in 1990! Hope to catch up with 
everyone soon!”

1992
Forever friends, Marie Calvo Monge 
and Reena Patton reunited in Los 
Angeles during Labor Day Weekend. 
Marie, who lives in Guam with her 
husband and two daughters, ran the 
Disneyland Half Marathon.

1993
Emma Barker Den Hartog received her 
Master’s in Educational Administration in 
May 2014. She continues to work as an 
educator in the Compton Unified School 
District in Los Angeles, where she’s been 
for twelve years. “The joy and center of 
my life, my daughter Lily, started first 
grade in September and we are loving our 
life in Long Beach.”

1994
Sehba Zhumkhawala Ali wrote in with 
the following update: “Two years ago we 
moved to Houston, where I have had the 
amazing opportunity to help 11,000 low-
income kids climb the mountain to and 
through college as the Superintendent at 
KIPP Houston Public Schools.”

Marie Calvo Monge and Reena Patton in  
Los Angeles 

’92

Sehba Zhumkhawala Ali’s adorable children

’94

Christina Yu, Rachel Tobey, and Kirsten 
Tobey after the San Francisco Marathon in 
July

’94

Emma Barker Den Hartog with her 
daughter, Lily

’93

Kimberly Bowen Rust, Michelle Forgy Ellis, 
and Marian Washington Williams enjoying a 
mini-reunion

’94
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Diana Gregory Horner’s daughter, Caroline, 
at Angkor Wat in Cambodia

’91

Susan Ryan Tighe’s daughter, Kate, became 
a big sister last October when Lily was born

’91
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Kimberly Bowen Rust had a mini 
Casti reunion! “I really enjoyed seeing 
Michelle Forgy Ellis and Marian 
Washington Williams. We also phoned 
in Parisa Mahdavi, who was under 
the weather. I feel lucky to have such 
amazing women in my life. I’m already 
planning to make this a new tradition 
and to meet up again next summer 
when I am back in California! I also really 
enjoyed seeing Sara Gilliland when 
we were in Southern California—few 
people have as much (or maybe even 
more) energy than my three-year-old!” 
Kimberly converted a “documentary” 
she made her senior year from VHS to 
digital and DVD. She hoped it would be 
shown at a fall reunion event.

Christina Yu, now living in Brooklyn, 
completed San Francisco’s half marathon 
in July and met up with classmate 
Rachel Tobey, who came in third among 
2,306 women marathon runners. Kirsten 

Tobey ’96 rode her bike as part of the 
support team for her sister. It was an 
incredible day!

1995
Sarah Nissen sold her doggy daycare 
business last September after running 
it for nine years. She has been enjoying 
some much-needed time off with her 
husband, Tim, and son, Zane (7). She 
homeschools Zane, along with tending 
her flock of nine backyard chickens, 
gardening, cooking traditional food, and 
walking her two dogs in Boulder. She 
and Tim have recently begun investing in 
rehab properties in Colorado and will be 
expanding to SoCal. Sarah dreams of also 
having a home in Costa Rica soon!

Cynthia Harrison Arballo reported that, 
“2013 was a red-letter year and 2014 
continues to be fantastic! Felipe and I got 

married on July 7, 2013, and welcomed our 
son, Andrés Guillermo, on December 9. We 
are enjoying the SoCal life and travel up to 
the Bay Area as often as possible.”

1996
Several babies have joined the Class 
of 1996! Laurie Davidson Phillips 
welcomed her second son, Mason Francis 
Phillips, on March 12 and reports that 
Cooper is a wonderful big brother! 

Kelly Groves and her husband, Phillip 
Koken, announced the birth of their son, 
Enzo Algie Groves, on April 14.

Alexis Ritchie Doucette welcomed John 
(Jack) Alexis Doucette to the family on 
May 14, joining big brother Andrew (2.5).

Rebecca Adamson Snider wrote to 
say, “Our little girl, Sterling, was born 
on March 17. She has brought us much 
love, peace, and gratitude. We enjoyed 
our first vacation recently at Stanford 
Sierra Camp in Tahoe, where the picture 
below was taken. I hope to be in touch 
with other new moms from Castilleja so 
we can enjoy parenthood and all of the 
peaks and valleys together. My email is 
becsnider@gmail.com.”

Claire Varian Ramos let us know 
that she landed a tenure-track job at 
Colorado State University-Pueblo, where 
she teaches Ornithology, Mammalogy, 
Animal Behavior, and Evolution. She 
loves living in Colorado with her 
husband, Dan, and dog, Rio.

Sarah Nissen with her son, Zane
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Cynthia Harrison Arballo having a blast 
with her husband, Felipe, and son, Andrés 
Guillermo
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Claire Varian Ramos
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Rebecca Adamson Snider with her husband 
and new little girl, Sterling
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Mason Francis Phillips with his big brother, 
Cooper
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Enzo Algie Groves
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Andrew and John (Jack) Alexis Doucette
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Sage Sobel’s new son, Rezi

’97



74  |  full circle

1997
Elizabeth Schmidt has been enjoying 
life in Los Angeles, having purchased 
a home there with her husband. “I 
recently shot a role in Clint Eastwood’s 
film ‘American Sniper’ with Bradley 
Cooper, and another film I’m in, ‘Every 
Secret Thing’ (produced by Frances 
McDormand), debuted at the Tribeca 
Film Festival this spring.” Read more 
about Elizabeth on page 35.

Sage Sobel had a baby boy, Rezi, on 
April 19. She is happily back at work in 
the architecture and design field.

1998
Mia Floisand has some exciting news 
to share: “Christian, my fiancé, and I 
are moving to London for the next few 

years, where I will teach pilates and 
continue practicing law. Look us up if 
you’re in town!”

Aline Wong, her husband, and their 
baby girl, Cameron, happily live in 
SoCal. After five years of practicing as 
a pediatrician, Aline is humbled and 
excited by all the new things she is 
learning from her daughter.

Nicole Mans and her husband, George 
Burkett, welcomed baby Karina Burkett 
in May 2014. Nicole returned to her other 
job as a genetic counselor at the UC 
Davis School of Medicine in August.

Renee Jenkinson is living in Portland, 
OR, teaching at the Catlin Gabel School 
and starting a summer camp for high 
school girls in Hawaii called OLA (Ocean, 
Land, Aloha). “I had an awesome baby 
boy named Del in April, and here’s a 
picture of Greer Ashman holding him!”

1999
Kristen Leep just started her third year 
of teaching pre-K at Stratford in Palo 
Alto, on the campus where she went to 
elementary school. “I get to see Audrey 
Cu ’00 occasionally when she comes to 
pick up her niece. Small town!!”

Ali Adornato Baiardo is an attorney in 
San Francisco and a member of Reed 
Smith’s commercial litigation group. She 
and her husband live in San Mateo with 
their ten-month-old son, Charlie. She and 

Charlie enjoy sharing walks and lunches 
with fellow Casti alums Lindy Spieker 
Hopman and Erin Beattie McDearman 
and their babies, Delaney and Jacks.

2000
Claire Cummins is thriving: “After a 
huge year of change, I’m happy to say I’m 
settled into a new relationship, a new job, 
a new home, and a new pet! The constant 
was Melbourne, Australia. I came back to 
California over Christmas and got to see 
Lauren McGeoch Porensky, Meredith 
Dearborn, and Talia Jacobson. I travel 
around Australia and New Zealand quite a 
bit—drop me a line if you’re down under!”

2001
Laura Wes Cheek welcomed son Darren 
Scott Cheek on May 22.

2002
Jessica Feinstein started a new job 
prosecuting federal criminal cases as an 
Assistant United States Attorney in the 
Southern District of New York. “Although 
I miss California, I love my neighborhood 
in Brooklyn. Over the past year I 
attended the weddings of Lilian Haney 
and Lisa Mandle, and have regularly 
met up with Karen Dehnert, Elizabeth 
Khoo, and Natalie Orr in New York. I 
am sad to say that Lil, Liz, and Nat have 
since left New York for California, but I 
can’t say I blame them!”

Christina Nawas Courtney married 
James Courtney on June 21 with Casti 
folks in attendance. 

Ashley Pfefferkorn changed jobs 
this spring, leaving Orbital Sciences in 
Arizona and returning to California to 
work for Ensign-Bickford Aerospace 
and Defense. “I’m currently living in Los 
Angeles County and am loving the cooler 
weather and proximity to the ocean!”

Natalie Orr graduated from Columbia 
Law School in 2011 and spent eighteen 

Ali Adornato Baiardo’s one-year-old son, 
Charlie
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Claire Cummins visiting Casti over 
Christmas

’00

Laura Wes Cheek with her new baby, Darren 
Scott Cheek

’01
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Karina Burkett, daughter of Nicole Mans and 
George Burkett
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Greer Ashman holding Renee Jenkinson’s 
son, Del
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Aline Wong with her baby girl, Cameron
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months as an immigration lawyer for 
indigent Latin American children. She 
completed a clerkship with a federal 
judge in New York City and moved to San 
Francisco to work for the City Attorney’s 
Office to practice affirmative public 
interest litigation. She regularly sees Lilian 
Haney, Jessica Feinstein, Elizabeth 
Khoo, Sarah Lim, and Emily Adams-
Piper, among other Castilleja alums.

2003
Near the end of a busy and exciting first 
year at Stanford’s Graduate School of 
Business, Sydney Larson was thrilled 
to join Emily Williams Cornejo as a 
co-Matron of Honor at Kara Furlong’s 
wedding in May and was happy to relive 
some Castilleja memories. Just a few 
weeks later, she and her husband moved 
to Arusha, Tanzania, for the summer, 
where she interned for the Director of 
People and Culture at a solar company 
called Off Grid Electric. Sydney and her 
husband climbed Kilimanjaro and went 
on safari before returning to Palo Alto for 
Sydney’s second year of school.

2004
Lindy Liggett graduated with a Master’s 
in Mechanical Engineering from MIT. 

Emma Sachs left Ann Arbor for the Big 
Apple! She was awarded the Bothmer 
Fellowship from the Department 
of Greek and Roman Art of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, where she 
will spend the next year completing 
research for her doctoral thesis.

Emily Dennis Diamond completed her 
PhD in Neuroscience at UCLA in December 
2013, examining the development of brain 
structural connectivity in late adolescence. 
“I am now a postdoctoral scholar at USC, 
where I focus on traumatic brain injury 
and how it affects brain connectivity in 
children, athletes, and veterans. In other 
news, I married Jeff Diamond on August 
10 in La Jolla. We were lucky enough to 
have some Casti friends there to help us 
celebrate!”

Sydney Larson and Emily Williams Cornejo 
at Kara Furlong’s wedding

’03

Meaghan Fitzgerald had an exciting, 
travel-filled spring and summer, which 
included trips to Brazil and Russia. In 
August she left London to start the 
next chapter in her life and began her 
MBA at Harvard Business School. She 
is still working as an advisor to her 
startup, 23snaps, and looks forward to 
reconnecting with Castilleja alums in the 
Boston area.

Yasmin Radjy reports that she is 
currently living in San Francisco. “For the 
past year and a half I have been working 
as the National Outreach Director for the 
National Iranian American Council (NIAC), 
the nation’s largest Iranian-American 
grassroots organization. I am also acting 
as the organization’s first-ever Bay Area 
Field Director, launching NIAC’s first field 
office here in the Bay Area in an effort 
to deepen the ties between our DC-
based policy and research teams and our 
primarily California-based membership. 
It’s an exciting time to be doing this work, 
as the U.S. and Iran are on the brink of 
potentially reengaging in diplomatic 
relations for the first time since the 1970s. 
My role is to involve Iranian-Americans in 
the civic process to make that dream a 
reality for our community. I love my work 
and it’s neat to have found a place where 
I can combine my long-standing passions 
for local grassroots community organizing 
and foreign policy.”

Claudia Christman-Skieller just started 
her orthopaedic surgery residency at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. She 

is living in Ballard, the old Scandinavian 
part of town, and is really enjoying being 
back on the West Coast after medical 
school in Chicago. She is still a rabid 
49ers fan, and will have to stay strong 
in enemy territory up in the Pacific 
Northwest this year.

This summer Kate Vander Ploeg 
McCracken married Scott McCracken. 
The wedding was up in the Santa Cruz 
Mountains at a beautiful spot called 
Nestldown. “Scott and I continue to 
live in East Palo Alto. Joining in the 
celebration were Lindsey Thomson-
Levin and Gillian Rogers.”

Sophia Diaz shared the news that 
five Casti grads are first years at The 
Wharton School at The University of 

Hedia Bozorghadad, Sandy Pillalamarri, and 
Suelyn Yu ’06 as bridesmaids at Cecelia 
Lau’s wedding in September 2013

’05

Kate Vander Ploeg McCracken with her new 
husband, Scott

’04

From left to right: Anne-Marie (Punky) Chun 
’07, Margaret Ren, Alison Chan ’03, Kate 
Powell ’06, and Sophia Diaz at The Wharton 
School at The University of Pennsylvania 

’04

class notes

Front (left to right): Caitlin Berka, Jenna Reback, Nina Morton, Caitlin Cameron, Sophia 
Kokores, Rachelle Strickfaden Thompson, and Andi Kleissner; back (left to right): Selina 
Troesch, Lindsay Hertz, Logan McClure, Kate Vander Ploeg McCracken, Lindsey Thomson-
Levin, Gianna Giancarlo, Gillian Rogers, and Emily Dennis Diamond
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Pennsylvania, pursuing MBAs. Anne-
Marie (Punky) Chun ’07, Margaret 
Ren, Alison Chan ’03, Kate Powell ’06, 
and Sophia met for dinner to reminisce 
about their Casti years. “It has been so 
great to have some familiar faces among 
the 850 brand new people in our class!” 

2005
Aylin Oncel is a second-year attorney 
working in the Energy and Clean Tech 
group at Wilson Sonsini in San Francisco.

Cecelia Lau and Abhishek Doshi 
were married in September 2013, 
and bridesmaids included Hedia 
Bozorghadad, Sandy Pillalamarri, and 
Suelyn Yu ’06. Cece currently resides 
in London and is the founder/director at 
the London Tea Club.

2006
Tess Thorman wrote to let us know 
that she recently transitioned from indie 
bookselling on the East Coast to public 
policy on the West Coast. “This fall I’m 
entering the Master’s in Public Policy 
Program at USC.”

Leslie Lipsick just started as a manager 
at SIRUM, a non-profit tech start-up co-
founded by three Stanford alums. “SIRUM’s 
platform allows health providers to donate 
unused medications rather than destroying 
them. By efficiently redistributing these 
donated medications to safety-net clinics, 
SIRUM enables underserved patients to 
access medicine they need but otherwise 
could not afford. SIRUM ultimately aims 
to redirect all $5 billion worth of perfectly 
good medicine wasted each year to where 
it can do the greatest good. Check us out 
at www.sirum.org!”

Andrea Chin is now working at Amazon 
as a user data researcher, running user 
studies and analyzing consumer data 
for various products in development. “I 
also graduated in June with a Master’s 
in Human-Centered Design Engineering 
from the University of Washington. 

class notes

My fiancé and I got engaged two days 
before Christmas in 2013 and are getting 
married. If you have any wedding 
planning tips, please send them my way!”

Speaking of weddings, Lauren Dunec 
Hoang married Don Hoang in August 
on the grounds of Sunset Magazine in 
Menlo Park. Bridesmaids included long-
time Castilleja friends Christina Skieller, 
Suelyn Yu, and Helen Ashton. Lauren 
manages the Editorial Test Garden at 
Sunset, designing gardens to be featured 
in the magazine as well as for clients in 
the Bay Area.

Tania Montoya writes, “I haven’t sent an 
update in a long time! I’ve been working 
as a data analyst for the Alameda 
Health System in Oakland, where I 
manage all the patient experience data. 
I got married on July 26, 2014 to my 
wonderful husband, Elliott Block, who I 
met in college at UC Merced. We moved 
to Glen Cove in Vallejo, CA while he 
begins medical school.” 

2007
Rebecca Fenn recently left her job 
as the Life After Eagle Rock Fellow at 
Eagle Rock School and Professional 
Development Center, a full-scholarship 
residential high school for students 
who had found success elusive in other 
learning environments, in order to go 
back to school. She is currently pursuing 
a Master’s in Education Policy and 
Management at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. Although she 
misses living at Eagle Rock School and 
advising her students, she is excited for 
this new endeavor and cannot wait to 
further develop her understanding of 
education policy.

In August, Stephanie Smith began 
classes pursuing an Evening MBA from 
the Haas School of Business at UC 
Berkeley while continuing her career in 
Advisory at Deloitte. She plans to focus 
her courses on organizational innovation 
and entrepreneurship. Stephanie is 
excited to join the Haas EWMBA Class of 
2017. Go Bears!

Kristin Leasia reports, ”In March, I 
became engaged to Justin Callis. In 
May, I graduated from Northwestern 
University School of Law in Chicago 
and have just finished taking the Illinois 
bar exam. I am in the process of settling 
down in Chicago, and am looking to 
begin the next stage of life.”

This summer Courtney Chang started 
pursuing Master’s degrees in Public 
Health and Business Administration at 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore.

Malin Bogue has relocated again, this 
time to Ireland, and is splitting her time 
between studying and helping the 
campaign for a “no” vote in the Scottish 
independence referendum.

2008
The Class of 2008 is going back to school! 
Elise Fabbro recently transferred law 
schools and is now studying at Washington 
University in St. Louis, MO, focusing on 
environmental and corporate law. 

Rachel Baden just started her second 
year at the UC Davis veterinary school. 
She spent this past summer doing a 
research project at Davis involving 
mallard ducks.

Hilary Walecka is pursuing her Master’s 
at the Bren School of Environmental 
Science and Management at UC 
Santa Barbara, where she is studying 
conservation planning. She is enjoying 
sailing, surfing, and traveling.

Malin Bogue getting ready to hunt with the
New Forest Hounds in Wiltshire, England in
January 2014

’07

Ellery Dake enjoying the sun

’08

Christina Skieller, Suelyn Yu, and Helen
Ashton as bridesmaids at Lauren Dunec
Hoang’s wedding in August 2014

’06

Tania Montoya marrying Elliott Block

’06
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Ellery Dake is living in Los Angeles and 
attending the UCLA School of Education, 
where she is pursuing her Master’s. She 
graduated from Stanford in June with 
two degrees. 

2009
While finishing her Master’s at Oxford, 
Elke Teichmann has been working on 
her documentary “Boys’ Toys?” The 
documentary is about the representation 
of women both in video games and in 
the video game industry. It was screened 
in London at the European Women in 
Games Conference in September. Leila 
Milki ’11 joined the production team 
and composed a beautiful original song, 
titled “Invincible,” for the film.

Kelly Lougheed is currently teaching 
high school Latin in Jacksonville, FL.

Anna Powell started her second year 
as an Associate Teacher at Beauvoir, the 
National Cathedral Elementary School 
in Washington, DC. While she is looking 
forward to trying her hand as a first-
grade teacher after a year working in 
kindergarten, she is even more excited 
that Kayla Bien joined the fellowship 
program in September, too! Kayla is 
teaching kindergarten in the classroom 
where Anna worked last year. The two 
plan to bring the 5Cs to Beauvoir boys 
and girls, but they also plan to enjoy 
being reunited as friends in “the real 
world” of post-college life.

Noelle Schoettle shares, “I currently live 
in Philadelphia and am in my second year 
of veterinary school at the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary 
Medicine. I had a phenomenal first year 
and couldn’t be happier! This summer I 
worked in the ICU at Penn’s small animal 
hospital, which was an amazing learning 
experience. I am primarily interested 
in pursuing general practice (hopefully 
back in the Bay Area one day!), but have 
special interests in emergency medicine 
and critical care. I look forward to the 
exciting opportunities still ahead of me!”

Caitlin Brown Peters married Jason 
Peters on August 9 in Sonoma and 
celebrated with Casti friends! 

2010
Megan McClain sent this update: “I 
graduated from UC Davis in the spring 
and am attending the UC Davis School 
of Education this fall for my Teaching 
Credential and Master’s. I’ll be student-
teaching in a first-grade classroom in 
West Sacramento for the year!”

Nandini Mukherjee spent her summer 
experiencing winter in the Southern 
Hemisphere! “The Moon Valley in the 
Atacama Desert in Chile, the driest place 
on earth, was one of many amazing 
South American vistas I was fortunate 
enough to experience this summer.”

2011
In her longest stint yet away from 
the West Coast, Claire Fraisl spent 
five months of the past year living in 
Washington, DC with two consecutive 
internships: first with the Middle East 
Investment Initiative, and then with 
Adobe, working in the Government 
Relations department. In May she 
traveled to Doha, Qatar as a rapporteur 
at the Doha Forum and Conference on 
Enriching the Middle East’s Economic 
Future. She remains interested in both 
international affairs and tech policy, and 
is looking forward to graduating from 
UCLA this upcoming spring.

2012
Bella Norvig has been busy: “After 
declaring Computer Science as my major, 
I spent the summer working at Square as 
a software engineering intern. I helped 
to improve and maintain our central 

Noelle Schoettle

’09

Caitlin Brown Peters at her wedding with
Casti classmates Nicola Schulze, Julia
Ishiyama, Shelley Kind, Kaitlin Carano, and 
Elke Teichmann

’09

Nandini Mukherjee looking over Moon Valley
in the Atacama Desert in Chile

’10

Katie Kirsch

’12

Christine Herrmann with the Brown Formula
SAE Team

’12

Claire Fraisl in Doha, Qatar

’11

Danielle Phan exploring India

’12
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Ruby on Rails application while learning 
the language and framework, and got 
to mentor some of the high school 
girls who were part of Girls Who Code. 
There were a lot of women in leadership 
roles, so it was a very inspiring—while 
challenging—summer.”

Shreya Ramachandran sends greetings 
from Spain! “¡Hola from Barcelona! 
After an exciting summer interning in 
a psychiatry lab in Paris, I’m now in 
Spain for a semester, taking classes 
in photography, Catalan, and Spanish 
literature. As a neurobiology major, 
I’m so grateful for the chance to have 
experiences far beyond what I’m used to!”

Danielle Phan spent two months 
this summer as an intern at an NGO 
in Udaipur, India, working with local 
teachers to pilot a science program 
in rural schools. In her spare time she 
traveled around Rajasthan, Delhi, and 
Agra. Adventures aside, she was happy 
to return to Providence in the fall.

Katie Kirsch wrote, “This summer I 
worked as a Design and Marketing Intern 
at SAP, in their Design and Co-Innovation 
Center located in Palo Alto. Now I’m 
in my third year at Stanford, where I 
have been studying Product Design 
Engineering in the Stanford d.school. 
I am also excited to be working in the 
Stanford Virtual Human Interaction Lab, 
where I will be learning for the first time 
how to program and model 3-D worlds 
and experiences. As part of my role 
in the lab, I will be collaborating with 
Stanford Professor and Creativity Expert 
Tina Seelig on planning, developing, and 
integrating virtual reality into her new 
Stanford d.school course, Engineering 
Innovation.”

Christine Herrmann started her junior 
year at Brown as a Materials Engineer, 
with a focus in mechanical properties of 
materials and materials for aerospace 
applications. She writes, “This summer 
I had the opportunity to work in a 
research lab studying thermal barrier 
coatings—ceramic coatings that are 
applied to metal parts of jet engines 
so they may withstand incredibly 
high temperatures and operate more 
efficiently. It was great to have the 
chance to study something that has had 

a huge impact on the fuel efficiency 
of modern commercial airliners, given 
my love for aviation. Last year I joined 
the Brown Formula SAE Team, a 
multidisciplinary team that designs, 
manufactures, assembles, and races 
a formula-style race car each year. At 
the end of the year we bring our car to 
Detroit to compete against 120 other 
schools from across the globe in both 
static events (like technical inspection 
and design judging) and dynamic events 
(actual races!). Being on the team is a 
huge time commitment, but the people 
on the team are incredible, and it’s 
been a great way to get real hands-on 
engineering experience. Not to mention, 
it’s pretty exciting to look back on the 
year and say I helped build a car that can 
go from zero to sixty in 3.1 seconds!”

Jane Larkins worked as an NBC News 
Production Intern at the TODAY Show. 
“The best word to describe my summer 
experience is ‘dynamic.’ I was a small fish 
in a big pond not only living in New York 
City, but also being the only business 
major in the internship program. My 
internship was both challenging and 
rewarding. I did everything from fact 
checking, to coffee runs, to preparing 
morning packets from the control room,  
to dubbing films, to using Volicon, to even 
being on air! One of the highlights was 
interviewing Andy Cohen and John Oliver. 
I saw lots of Casti friends, attended a Mets 
game with Taisa Goodnature ’10,  
met Megan Costello ’11 in Soho, ran 
into Barbara Peterson ’11 and Natasha 
von Kaeppler ’11 by Union Square, 
and had breakfast with Tara Jotwani 
’10 in Brooklyn! In other big news, I am 
transferring from USC to Georgetown 
University!”

2013
Jordan Fowler says, “I’m so thankful to 
Casti for teaching me the importance 
of getting involved. At USC I’ve joined 
Delta Gamma, where I was elected 
Director of Electronic Communication 
and was selected as the Director of 
University Affairs for the Undergraduate 
Student Government. I am also an active 
member of USC Best Buddies and 
will be a Peer Leadership Consultant 

to help other students realize the 
importance of getting involved. This 
summer I continued my work as a 
corporate video host as well as my work 
for Edge Entertainment Inc., working 
in event management, emceeing, 
choreographing, coordinating, and 
producing events across the nation. I am 
excited about my second year of classes 
in the USC School of Cinematic Arts and 
the Viterbi School of Engineering.”

Emma Dake is studying at Washington 
University in St. Louis. 

2014
Camille Strøe keeps Casti in the loop 
with this update: “This summer I went 
to Denmark for a month to spend time 
with my extended family, and I had the 
pleasure of traveling to destinations 
including Copenhagen and the Louisiana 
Museum. Right now I am in Australia! 
I am currently spending the semester 
abroad studying art history and 
environmental studies at the University 
of Wollongong, about an hour south of 
Sydney. While I’m here I plan on traveling 
all over: Sydney, Melbourne, Byron Bay, 
Cairns, Tasmania, Bali, and the South 
Island of New Zealand!”

News of Former 
Faculty and Staff
HA denotes Honorary Alumna or Alumnus

Toni HsuHA recently entertained two 
former colleagues, Dee Gibson, who 
taught math in the Middle School, and 
Ellyn Bush, who taught German and 
eighth grade science before departing 
to attend Stanford Medical School. 
Toni’s fellow Channing House residents 
Eleni ColtosHA, Michèle GrundmannHA, 
Mercedes McCaffreyHA, and Ethel 
MeeceHA were joined by Christiane 
AndreopoulosHA at the luncheon. “It 
turned out to be a nice mini-reunion. 
We had a great time reminiscing 
about old Casti times and agreed that 
we are grateful to Miss Espinosa and 
Don Westmoreland for hiring such a 
congenial group of faculty.”

Ellyn Bush is recently retired after 
twenty years of practicing neurology. 
“I appreciate being able to spend more 
time with hobbies, especially birding, 
which includes travel to the tropics, and 
music, which includes volunteer music/
piano teaching and studying Middle-
Eastern drumming.” 

Dee Gibson is currently co-chair of 
a local college scholarship program, 
MVLA Community Scholars, which 
awards college scholarships and assigns 
mentors to students graduating from the 

Jordan Fowler

’13

Jane Larkins at the TODAY Show

’12
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Mountain View-Los Altos High School 
District who are the first in their family 
to attend college, come from very low-
income families, and have the will and 
drive to graduate with a four-year degree. 
Currently supporting over 80 students, 
the MVLA Community Scholars program 
also helps the students locate summer 
internships and assists them in finding jobs 
in their fields upon graduation. Dee, who is 
remembered for her electrifying tap dance 
performances during student-faculty 
talent shows, writes, “I’m still teaching 

accounting part time, volunteering at 
Gamble Gardens, spending a lot of time in 
my garden, and of course exercising every 
day. My daughter, Christine, is currently 
working at Habitat for Humanity in San 
Francisco as Head of Human Resources 
and Operations.” 

Ellie Dwight and Nancy Hoffman ’76 
continue to enjoy being colleagues at 
Sonoma Academy in Santa Rosa. At the 
beginning of the current academic year, 
they headed up to the American River to 
raft with the Class of 2015 for their senior 
retreat. Nancy teaches American Studies, 
International Relations, and Russian 
History, while Ellie oversees the academic 
program as the Assistant Head of School. 
Ellie’s daughter, Reilly, is a sophomore 
at Sonoma Academy this year, and plays 
soccer and loves visual arts.

Patricia PietrzykHA continues to direct 
her church choir and chooses the music 
for the services. “It is something I love 
to do, and feel that I am still linked to 
teaching music as I did at Castilleja 
for 29 years. In addition, I am involved 
with my four grandsons and love to 
have them visit me. My husband is still 

Ellie Dwight and Nancy Hoffman ’76,
formerly colleagues at Casti and now
colleagues at Sonoma Academy

HA

co
ng

ratulatio
ns

Boston College

Boston University

Brown University

California Institute  
of Technology

University of California, Berkeley

University of California,  
Santa Barbara

Carnegie Mellon University

Chapman University

Claremont McKenna College

University of Colorado  
at Boulder

Colorado College

Cornell University

to our newest alums—the Class of 2014!

Dartmouth College

Duke University

Durham University, UK

Furman University

Georgetown University

Harvard University

Johns Hopkins University

Kenyon College

Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology

New York University

Northeastern University

Northwestern University

Parsons The New School  
for Design

University of Pennsylvania

Santa Clara University

University of Southern California

Southern Methodist University

University of St. Andrews

Stanford University

Tufts University

Union College

Washington University  
in St. Louis

University of Washington

Whitman College

Williams College

Yale University

Congratulations...

working and I have been accompanying 
him on work-related trips to Germany, 
France, England, and, coming up 
in September, Croatia, Poland and 
Belgrade. I am still in contact with many 
of my former students and am fortunate 
enough to be attending the weddings 
of two former students this year. I’m 
finally beginning to enjoy retirement, 
although I do like to be away from home 
during September when I miss all the 
excitement of school beginning.”

Patricia PietrzykHA and her husband, John, 
under their respective flags, Polish and 
British

HA
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1956
Darlene Cherie Rickey
444 San Antonio Road, #6C
Palo Alto, CA 94306
rickeydarlene@yahoo.com

1957
Charlotte Geary Gilmore
1061 45th Street
Sacramento, CA 95819
charlotte.gilmore@gmail.com

1958
Hildi Jensvold Vieira
75-640 Mahi iu Lani Place
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
rolandhildi@gmail.com

1961
Dee O’Brien James
3223 Canfield Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472
dee.e.james@gmail.com

1962
Honor Berger Spitz
2012 Glen Una Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125
honorspitz@sbcglobal.net

1963
Sudie Fenn Moreland
1897 Echo Lane
Lincoln, CA 95648
casudie@aol.com

1964
Gail Wilson Zetter
757 Marina View Drive
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

1965
Libby Ames Edwards
3517 Shilo Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80521
libbyeuro2@q.com

Lindsay Jones Lowe
729 Old Creek Road
Danville, CA 94526
lindslowe@aol.com

1967
Nancy Blake Tetrick
dntetrick@sbcglobal.net

1969
Caroline Trotter
caroline100@gmail.com

1971
Jeanne Fisichella Hahne 
jeannehahne@gmail.com

1972
Karen Smith Shaw
kesshaw@ucdavis.edu

1973
Meg Malone Thompson 
peterthom@comcast.net

1976
Susan Smith Flesher 
susan@flesher.com

1977
Mijke Roggeveen
mijkeroggeveen@aol.com

1978
Laurie Ray Lamb
nylambs@gmail.com

1979
Margarita Huertas Balagso
balagsom@yahoo.com

1980
Jeanne Floyd Downs
jdowns84@comcast.net

1982
Laura Kelly Kroger
laurakroger@comcast.net

1983
Yoshimi Segawa Munch
ymunch@ysmcommunications.com

1985
Kristin Young Gilbert
kristigilbert@sbcglobal.net

1986
Laura Greene Wilkin
laurawilkin@surewest.net

Class Reps
If your class is not listed below,  
please send news to the school or  
submit online at castilleja.org/notes.

If you would like to be a representative 
for your class, please contact Maggie Ely 
Pringle ’71, Director of Alumnae  
Relations, at 650.470.7743 or  
mpringle@castilleja.org.

1942
Adele Landenberger Haynie
550 Main Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442

1943 
Marilyn Hill McKae
4855 Snyder Lane, #231
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

1949
Carolyn Hornkohl Gillespie
531 Rosarita Drive
Fullerton, CA 92835
chgillespie@sbcglobal.net

1951
Cynthia Kaiser Floyd
620 Sand Hill Road, #127 D
Palo Alto, CA 94304

1952
Shirley Arnott Pruitt
8555 Edinbridge Way
Roseville, CA 95747
shirlpruitt@aol.com

1953
Ellie Tilden Gardner
501 Portola Road, #10-K
Portola Valley, CA 94028

1954
Judith Bailey Quayle
7106 Overlook Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
dkquayle@hotmail.com

1955
Peggy McKennan Link
3085 Mill Vista Road, #2423
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
peggyslink@indra.com
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1987
Sonja Hellman Bogumill
sonjabogumill@yahoo.com

1988
Alexandra Dumas
alexandra92@alumni.stanford.edu

1989
Jessica Collins Lonergan
jessica@spurprojects.com

1990
Christina Koo Van Zandt
christinavz@gmail.com

1991
Michele Harari Goldwasser
bimini356@yahoo.com

1992 
Laila Haq Collins
collinslaila@gmail.com

1993
Courtney Dyar
cdyarsf@hotmail.com

Lauren Carreker Leary
laureneliseleary@gmail.com

1994
Jennifer Cady Logan
skinbyjennifer@gmail.com

1995
Lisa Vocker
lcvlteach@mac.com

1996
Anna Beattie Wilson
annawilson@gmail.com

1997
Courtney Carter Charney
ccharney@apr.com

Yuriko Tse
tse.yuriko@gmail.com

1998
Lindsay Austin Louie
lindsaylouie@stanfordalumni.org

Kimmy Morris Rosen
kimberley.morris@gmail.com

1999
Erin Beattie
erinbeattie21@hotmail.com

Kate Stober
kestober@hotmail.com

2000
Anjelika Deogirikar
anjelika@gmail.com

Claire Cummins
clcummins@gmail.com

2002
Whitney Brown 
whitneyalexisbrown@gmail.com

2003
Jenny Nichols Cook
jennifernicholscook@gmail.com

2004
Caitlin Cameron
cjcameron86@gmail.com

2005
Ashley D’Amour
ashley.damour@gmail.com

2006
Chelsea Ono Horn
onohorn@gmail.com

Meg York 
margaret.alice.york@gmail.com

2007
Kelly Fitzgerald
kellynfitz@gmail.com

Kristin Leasia
kleasia@yahoo.com

2008
Roark Luskin
roark.luskin@gmail.com

Elise Fabbro
elisemarie73@gmail.com

2009
Kennedy Flanders
kennedyflanders@gmail.com

Angie Moore
angela@moorelife.net

2010
Tayo Amos
tamos922@gmail.com

Cam Stein
cstein1258@yahoo.com

2011
Emily Steemers
emily.steemers@gmail.com

Divya Bhat
dbhatg@gmail.com

Natalie Shell
shell.natalie@gmail.com

Ginna Freehling
gehf001@bucknell.edu

2012
Jane Larkins
jane.larkins@gmail.com

Shreya Ramachandran
shreyar@stanford.edu

2013
Sara Holston
sara.j.holston.17@dartmouth.edu

Kendall Levison
kl1872@nyu.org

2014
Sanah Imran
simran@scu.edu

Smriti Pramanick
smriti@mit.edu

News of Former 
Faculty and Staff
Ann CriswellHA

afcriswell@earthlink.net

class reps directory
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Alumnae
Jean Dinkelspiel Chaitin ’50

Sally Edwards ’38 

Sally Anderson LaHaye ’49 

Margaret Tilton Smith ’54 

Franny Falk Warren ’69 

 

Former Faculty, 
Staff, and Trustees
Louise Lablavier Henderson, 
Former History Teacher

Elizabeth “Bitsie” Root,  
Former Board of Trustees Member

Family
Ziya Boyacigiller 
Father of Belkis Boyacigiller ’01 
and Esen Boyacigiller ’03

Oscar F. Cardozo 
Father of Shirley Cardozo ’87 and 
Leslie Cardozo Stafford ’93

C. Brock Lippitt 
Husband of Mary Chandler  
Lippitt ’53 

Nancy Little 
Mother of Linda Sue Little  
Strand ’76 and Lucy Little ’74

Grandmother of Blakely  
Strand ’07 and Lucy Strand ’08

Neilda Sussman 
Mother of Sarah Sussman ’90 and 
Rai Sue Sussman ’93

in memoriam
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Administration  
Leadership Team
Nanci KauffmanHA, Head of School

Josée Band, Dean of Teaching and Learning

Kathy BurchHA, Executive Associate to  
the Head of School

Anne CameronHA, Head of Middle School

Jill LeeHA, Director of Admission,  
Tuition Assistance, and Summer Programming

Kathy Layendecker, Chief Financial Officer 

Gabe Lucas, Director of Technology 

Jim Pickett, Head of Upper School

Tesha Poe, Director of Advancement

Tony Carrasco
Diane Brooks Dixon ’68
Harry Elam
Jennifer Fonstad
Scott Forstall
Cindy Goldberg
Ken Hirsch
Heidi Hopper
Mir Imran
Nanci KauffmanHA

Bill Kind
Marty Korman
Gabrielle Layton
John Macdonald
Joe Martignetti

David Merenbach
Usha Nesamoney
Ethan Nicolls
Deep Nishar
Denise Pope
Mike Rantz
Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90 
Barbara Rosston, Chair
Quin Shott ’80 
Beth Shuman
Kathleen Tandy 
Asher Waldfogel
Phil Yang
Alan Zafran

Board of Trustees

Alumnae Association 
Executive Committee
Ursula Kinney Ringham ’90, President

Courtney Carter Charney ’97 
Andrea Coen ’99  
Liz Rowen Fritz ’01
Maggie Kennelly Hazelrig ’00 
Alicia Steinaecker Isero ’88
Jaclyn Kokores ’01
Alison Koo ’98
Christina Hansen McClure ’71 
Bonnie Rosenberg ’87 
Pratima Sethi ’94 
Anne Warner ’08
Sarah Hinman Whittle ’86

Front cover: Varsity Volleyball player Sarah Rose ’15

Inside front cover: The Class of 2014 at graduation

Inside back cover: Students reading in the Espinosa Library

Back cover: Alumnae visiting campus for the Tie Ceremony in August

Photo Credits: Patrick BurrowsHA (sports), Ken Ochi (sports, cover), 
Sue Kim, Maggie Pringle ’71, Laura Reid, Jole Seroff (pages 6-8, 
inside back cover), and Dana Sundblad

Design: Danielle Terrazas, Look Design
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