
Community Service – Year in Review

“We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a 
big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make 
which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot 
foresee.”

– Marian Wright Edelman

In the 2006-2007 school year Castilleja students contributed 
more than 15,000 hours to local, national, and international 
organizations through clubs, advisories, class projects, summer 
programs, and individual initiatives.

Service Clubs:	 AIDS Awareness

	 Elizabeth Seton/Beechwood Tutoring

	 Puppeteers

	 Red Cross

	 Sudan Awareness

	 YPW

Advisory Projects:	 Backpacks for Afghanistan
	 Baobab Project
	 Beechwood Volleyball Game

Class Projects:	 Blood Drive/Red Cross
	 Ecumenical Hunger Project(EHP)

Team Casti had 28 participants 
in the Relay for Life event held 
at Stanford's Roble Field on May 
19, 2007. The event raised over 
$54,000 for cancer research and 
treatment. Our team raised over 
$2,000 of that sum, with Googlers 
getting the prize for top donation of 
more than $9,000. Paly had a team 
led by former Castilleja MS student 
Sara Connolly ’09, who has now 
spread the word about this event at 
Palo Alto High. 

KUDOS  and special thanks to 
Heather Allen Pang ’84, Carolina 
Moroder, Coralie Allen, and Karen 
Tobey all of whom helped with the 
chaperoning of this 24-hour relay. 
It was a wonderful event for all who 
participated.

Class Projects:	 Giving Tree
(cont.)	 Habitat for Humanity
	 Lytton Gardens
	 Ravenswood Development Center
	 Rebuilding Together
	 Ukraine Orphanage Drive

Philanthropy:	 Battered Women’s Shelter Drive
	 Denim Pink & Teal Day  
		  (Breast/Ovarian Cancer)
	 EHP/Toybag Project
	 Family Giving Tree
	 Innvision Food Drive
	 Penny Wars for UNICEF
	 Red Cross Dance
	 Relay for Life
	 Shoes for Ethiopian athletes

Other:	 Environmental projects
	 Advocacy (health, education, human 		
		  rights) projects
	 Peer Tutoring/T.A.

Relay for Life
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Service In and Out of the Classroom

English teacher 
Christina Gwin ran the 
Teacher’s Assistant 
(TA) program during 
the past 2006-2007 
school year. At the last 
school assembly of the 
year she was present 
to thank the students 
that participated in this 
program  which provides 
a valuable service in 
the classroom—for 
the students, for the 
teachers, and for the TAs 
themselves.

The following students 
participated in the 
program during 2006-2007 
school year:

Castilleja is participating in a powerful 
fundraising opportunity called eScrip.

What is eScrip?

eScrip is an easy way for Castilleja to 
raise funds through everyday purchases 
made at eScrip merchants for The 
Coltos-Criswell Student Travel Fund, 
which has provided up to 50% of the 
cost of a school trip. Last year thirteen 
students benefited from these awards.

How does it work?

eScrip and hundreds of merchant 
partners have created a system that 
rewards customer loyalty by contributing 
a percentage of purchases directly to our 
Student Travel Fund. You shop the way 
you like to shop for groceries, clothing, 
travel, and entertainment. It’s simple 
and convenient; all you need to do is 
register your grocery club card and debit/
credit card(s). 

Katie Andresen ’08

Rachel Baden ’08

Dena Block ’08

Malin Bogue ’07

Mandy Brown ’08

Rachel Care ’07

Eunice Chan ’08

Courtney Chang ’07

Punky Chun ’07

Elisabeth Dillon ’08

Becca Fenn ’07

Katie Fitzgerald ’07

Laura Hansen ’08

Allison Hoffman ’08

Sonia Jasuja ’07

Katherine Jordan ’07

Sarah Karp ’07

Dianna Kim ’07

Zoe Kornberg ’08

Kristin Leasia ’07

Rachel Lew ’08

Rachel Moncton ’08

Julia Ransohoff ’09

Katie Ransohoff ’07

Sonja Swenson ’08

Bethany Tsui ’07

Xanthia Tucker ’09

Sarah Tuthall ’07

Bonnie Wong ’08

Melissa Wong ’08

Support the Castilleja Student Travel Fund

This spring, 20 students from Georgi 
Shea’s Dance Production Workshop 
(DPW) joined students from Eastside 
Preparatory School (EPS) to help create 
its first ever full-length dance review, 
The Games People Play. The “Eastside 
Project” collaboration was a tremendous 
success engaging students from both 
schools in this combination classroom/
service project.

Ms. Shea served as both choreography 
mentor and the show’s producer. 
Castilleja alumna Brittany Brown ’06 
co-produced the show and worked 
closely with Ms. Shea as choreographer, 
costume designer and much more. 
Eastside drama teacher Christina 
Mills utilized her Theater Design and 
Production class to create lighting and 
set designs and stage-manage the show.

Small groups of DPW students each 
selected a song to choreograph. Using 
class time, conference time, and any 
other available time they could find, 
students completed choreography for 
their routines.  

Once choreography was complete, 
DPW members traveled to Eastside to 
teach their routines. Castilleja students 
worked with Eastside students three 
times a week to teach them dances 
in a variety of styles and difficulty 
levels. Rehearsals began in March 
and culminated in two standing-room 
only performances on May 10 and 11 
at Eastside. The performances were 
a great success and a terrific learning 
experience for members of Castilleja’s 
DPW, providing them with experience 
in teaching dance, planning, and 
directing a full-length show and 
other aspects of theater production. 
The “Eastside Project” collaboration 
was truly a win-win for both schools. 
Congratulations DPW!

Simple Registration—Register Today!

Log on to www.escrip.com and go to •	
“sign up.”

Designate Castilleja School to receive •	
contributions. Our Group ID is 
number 5220812.

Register your grocery club cards from •	
a participating merchant — and your 
debit, ATM, and credit cards if you 
wish.

Please remember that anyone can •	
contribute to this fund, including 
neighbors, grandparents, aunts and 
uncles, teachers, and Casti alumni.

That’s it! Visit eScrip merchants to 
shop. It’s automatic! We can potentially 
receive hundreds of dollars from your 
participation alone! Any questions? 
Please don’t hesitate to contact Casti 
parent Clancy Stein at clancy_stein@
hotmail.com for assistance.

Dance Production Workshop 
and the “Eastside Project” 

By Kyra McCarty ’10

7< Back | Next Page >

http://www.escrip.com


Common Ground, a coalition of Bay Area schools, brings 
experts and well-respected authors from the fields of education 
and parenting to our school communities. As members of the 
Castilleja community, parents, faculty, and staff enjoy free 
admission to all Common Ground Series events!

Look forward to a thought-provoking line-up of speakers 
for the upcoming school year. Finalized dates are noted. 
Updates on remaining dates and locations will be available 
soon on the Parent Education section of CastiNet and at www.
commongroundspeakerseries.org. 

October 17, 2007: A Back-to-School Summit: Strategies for 
Success, a panel presentation including:

Denise Clark Pope, author of Doing School 

David Elkind, author of The Hurried Child

Madeline Levine, clinician and author of The Price of 
Privilege: How Parental Pressure and Material Advantage are 
Creating a Generation of Disconnected and Unhappy Kids

Location: Woodside High School at 7:00 p.m.

Outstanding Speakers in Common Ground Series
November 13–15, 2007: Jean Kilbourne, award-winning 
documentary filmmaker of Killing Us Softly and Slim Hopes 
and author of Can’t Buy My Love and Deadly Persuasion, talks 
about media influence on values and self-esteem

Location: The first Kilbourne talk will be held November 13, 
2007 at Castilleja School at 7:00 p.m.

January: Rick Lavoie, author of It’s So Much Work to Be Your 
Friend, Last One Picked, and How Difficult Can This Be.

February: Dan Kindlon, co-author of Raising Cain and author 
of Too Much of a Good Thing: Raising Children of Character in 
an Indulgent Age.

April/May: Catherine Steiner-Adair, Harvard psychologist 
and co-author of Full of Ourselves: A Wellness Program 
Advancing Girl Power, Health, and Leadership.

For further information, contact Castilleja’s Common Ground 
representative, Al Davis at budhadavis@aol.com.

Save the Date: Parent Education

A morning retreat designed to inspire “mindful 
parenting” will kick off the CSA parent education program 
next year. Denise Roy, a psychotherapist and popular 
speaker on the spiritual aspects of family life, will lead a 
two-hour session based on her latest book, Momfulness: 
Mothering with Mindfulness, Compassion and Grace.

Roy, who also wrote My Monastery Is a Minivan, defines 
“momfulness” as “the spiritual practice of cultivating a 
mindful, compassionate, mothering presence.” Her message 
is designed for all parents who nurture, be they moms or 
dads. The six spiritual lessons she emphasizes with parents 
include: developing true presence, paying attention, 
cultivating deep compassion, and understanding the value 
of community.

This back-to-school “retreat” will take place 10:00 a.m. 
to noon on Thursday, September 6, 2007, at an off-campus 
location to be announced. Plans are underway for a casual 
lunch to follow the presentation. Please save the date and 
stay tuned for more complete details this Fall.

CSA Parenting Retreat!

Centennial colored red wool and white leather Casti 
Letterman jackets (real wool and leather) can be ordered at 
the Casti School Store. They have the word “GATORS” 
on the back, “100” on the sleeve, the Athletic Department 
“C” and your name on the front. Sample-size jackets for both 

youth (S–XXXL) and adults (XS–XXXL) and order forms are 
in the back room of the store. Cost is $225 and orders arrive in 
about eight weeks. The jackets are made in San Francisco by 
Golden Bear Sportswear and can be delivered directly to your 
home. Questions? Ask Steve Fields at steve@lorac.com.

Castilleja’s Letterman Jacket
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Mother/Daughter Heritage Tea

“If you look deeply into the palm 
of your hand . . . you will see your 
parents and all generations of your 
ancestors. All of them are alive in 
this moment. Each is present in 

your body. You are the continuation 
of these people.”  

–Thich Nhat Hanh

teacup to a ragged teddy bear and grainy 
photographs of departed ancestors. 
Almost all the families traced their 
stories back to immigrant roots, with 
ancestors originating from different 
regions around the world.

Guests reported that one of the most 
valuable aspects of the tea was the family 
research it prompted. Lynn Westphal, for 
example, found old family photographs 
that her daughter, sixth grader Hannah 
Gropper, had never seen before. Many 
girls reported learning the stories of their 
great-grandparents for the first time, and 
more than a few moms reported having 
to call older family members to recall the 
names of departed ancestors.

The concept of a Castilleja Heritage 
Tea comes from Azieb Nicodimos, a 
co-chair of CSA’s Parent Diversity 
Advisory. The native Ethiopian and 
an immigrant friend began hosting 
similar teas with their daughters several 
years ago as a way of preserving their 
family history in a new land. The 
Parent Diversity Advisory hopes to 
make the Castilleja Heritage Tea an 
annual community-building event at the 
school, providing mothers and daughters 
a special time and place to sip tea, share 
stories, and, as Thich Nhat Hanh would 
say, “look deeply into the palm of their 
own hands.”

Azieb Nicodimus and Simone Polanen ’10

Natalie ’10 and Diane Morin

Elizabeth ’08, Connie and Amanda Dillon ’10

Emma ’13 and Barbara Dake with Lynn Westphal 
and Hannah Gropper ’13

Castilleja’s Mother/Daughter Heritage 
Tea began with a reading of this quote 
by Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat 
Hanh. It captured the essence of this 
inaugural event, sponsored by the 
CSA’s Parent Diversity Advisory, which 
was designed to celebrate the diverse 
roots and legacies of Castilleja families 
through personal storytelling.

Approximately 20 mothers and 
daughters attended the May 10, 2007, 
event at the at the Elizabeth F. Gamble 
Garden in the Carriage House in Palo 
Alto. The event hosted by Azieb 
Nicodimos, Barbara Dake, Michele 
Elam, and Mary Smith was an item in 
last year’s auction. Each family was asked 
to bring a simple object that represented 
some part of their history – “perhaps a 
teacup, tattered book, saved letter, piece 
of jewelry – anything that reflects your 
heritage.” The daughters stood first, 
listing their line of mothers back as far as 
was known in family history. “My name 
is Simone,” began freshman Simone 
Polanen, “and I am the daughter of 
Azieb, daughter of Tirfnesh, daughter of 
Amaresh, daughter of Desale . . .”

The mothers took turns telling 
the story of their family heirlooms, 
treasured objects that ranged from 
dancing slippers to a golden bracelet, 
from a dainty teaspoon and porcelain 
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Welcome Casti’s New Director of College Counseling

The College Counseling Office 
extends a warm welcome to Susan Dean!

We are delighted to announce that 
starting July 1, 2007, Susan Dean has 
officially join the Castilleja community 
as our incoming Director of College 
Counseling and Co-Class Advisor for 
juniors. Susan, a respected professional 
in the field of college admissions who 
has long admired the school’s mission 
of “women learning, women leading” 
will partner with Lorie Boyd and Kathy 
Burch as full-time head of the college 
team.  

Most recently, Susan was Assistant 
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions at 
Stanford University.  Her responsibilities 
included directing  the reading and 
evaluation process of freshman and 
transfer applications, recruitment and 
yield publications, the undergraduate 
admissions website, and public 
presentations. She also served as a 
member of the operations team that 
directed the conversion from a paper 
application system to an electronic 
document imaging system and online 
reading process.

Susan moved to the Bay Area 
eight years ago to become Director 
of Admissions at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music.  Previously 
she served for ten years as Director of 
Admissions at Lawrence University 
in Appleton, Wisconsin.  Prior to her 
appointment in Admissions, Susan 
serves as Director of Public Events and 

Associate Director of Public Affairs at 
Lawrence. 

Susan brings broad experience in the 
admission profession as a senior member 
of the admission staffs of a selective 

psychology from the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. She studied 
organ performance and organ building 
in Europe as a Thomas J. Watson 
Fellow, performed on both organ and 
harpsichord with local orchestras and 
chamber music groups, and served as 
director of music for a number of youth 
and adult church choirs. She has two 
adult children: Christoph, an organ 
builder living in Wisconsin, and Kate, 
an acquisitions editor with the Stanford 
University Press.

Susan is thrilled about joining the 
Castilleja community. She has already 
made time to transition with us—
attending the Bay Area Independent 
School Counselors Meeting and joining 
the Class of '08 at their junior retreat in 
May. She looks forward to teaming again 
with Lorie Boyd who joined us from 
Stanford in January.  She is particularly 
excited about developing relationships 
with rising seniors, juniors, and parents at 
Castilleja throughout the college process. 
Further, she is eager to contribute her 
expertise and knowledge as she forges 
relationships with new colleagues on 
campus and acclimates to our student 
culture and special traditions such as 
ringer-ringee, banquet, and rivalry. 

If you are an Upper School student or 
parent who finds yourself on the Circle 
this summer, stop by Arrillaga Room 310 
to say hello in person. 

Again, we are thrilled to welcome 
Susan Dean to our community. 

Castilleja’s Development committee 
is seeking liasons from each class for the 
2007-2008 year. The committee is as 
interested in “friend-raising” as it is in 
fundraising and a major goal this year 
is to expand its membership and reach.  
Liasons would help communicate 
the school’s volunteer needs, build 
relationships among parents, and 

www.castilleja.org/public/gift/
annual_fund.html

Give Online!
Support Castilleja   

educate families about the ways in which 
they can help - especially during the 
Centennial year.

If you are interested in being a 
development liaison, please contact 
Hannah Valentine at (650) 854-7955 
or hvalentine@stanford.edu or Anne 
Ritchie at (650) 566-9646 or ahritchie@
comcast.net.

Development Liaisons Needed!

liberal arts college, a single-focused 
arts institution, and a world-renowned 
research university. A member of 
the National Association for College 
Admission Counseling, she has served 
as a panelist and moderator at numerous 
state and national conferences. She 
brings deep knowledge of the inner 
workings of a variety of types of 
institutions and evaluation processes, and 
years of developing relationships with 
professionals from both the college side 
and the high school side.  

Born and raised in Massachusetts, 
Susan earned a Bachelor of Music 
in organ performance at Lawrence 
University, and a Master of Science 
in Education degree in counseling 
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For the most up-to-date events including all athletic events,  
 go to http://www.castilleja.org/public/calendar/calendar.html

July/August 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9 11 1413128 10

Dates are subject to change; please check online for any updates

Faculty return  

1816  21201915  17

2523 28272622 24

August 130 43229  31

A week

9:00am Lead 
Parent Rep 
Meeting-CSA 
Room  

4:00pm CUBUS 
Used Book Sale 
Middle School-
MSLL  

42 765July 1 3

8:30am Planned 
Giving Meeting-
Newcomb  

School Closed
No Camp

Student/
Faculty/Staff ID 
Photo  

Middle School 
Class Govt 
Retreat  

Student 
Leadership/
New Student 
Orientation  

Fast Start for 
New Nines

6 8 111095 7

13 15 18171612 14

20 22 25222319 21

27 29 September 1313026 28

Summer Camp I

Bridge Program

Summer Camp II

Bridge Program
No Camp

Bridge Program

Summer Camp I

1:00pm Parent 
Open House

Summer Camp II

Summer Camp II

4:00pm CUBUS 
Used Book Sale 
Middle School-
MSLL  

Summer Camp II

Upper School 
Athletics Begins

9:00am 
Peer Advisor 
Workshop/LL 
Arrillega

ASB Retreat  

Tie Ceremony/
First Day of Class

8:30am 
Centennial 
Birthday Mtg-
Newcomb  
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Castilleja School
1310 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301

CUBUS Used Book Sale begins:

  Middle School - Monday, July 23, 5:00-6:00 pm

  Upper School - Monday, July 30, 5:00-6:00 pm

 Used Book Sale
@ CUBUS
 Used Book Sale
@ CUBUS

@ CUBUS

     Lower level of the Middle School Building

CUBUS is a fundraiser for the Castilleja School Association

•  Check the Castilleja website for updates

? cubus@castilleja.org  Wednesdays, Jun. 6 - Aug. 22

3:00-5:00 pm

 Summer reading books and

uniforms available all summer!

  Early access at 4:00 pm 

for donors of 3 items or more

CUBUS is the parent-operated resale store located on the 
lower level of the Middle School building. Donations of used 
textbooks and Castilleja uniform items are collected and 
offered for sale at half of the current retail price.

Proceeds go to the Castilleja School Association (CSA) to 
support CSA activities. Last year CUBUS contributed nearly 
$16,000. When you buy from CUBUS you recycle as well as 
support the school.

During the summer CUBUS is open Wednesday 
afternoons from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Skirts, fitness and wellness 
uniforms, polos, pants, class ties, sweatshirts, and summer 
reading books will be available for purchase. Because of the 
switch to new uniforms this year, CUBUS will no longer 
have dress whites for sale; however, we are still accepting 
donations of the old dress white uniforms, which will be 
given to a girls school in India. The old blue skirts will still 
be available until the new ones are phased in. We take 
checks made out to CSA, as well as cash and IOUs.

The annual Used Textbook Sale will take place on July 23 
and 30, 2007. See the flyer for additional details.

We still need volunteers to staff CUBUS on Wednesday 
afternoons during the summer! Please contact us at cubus@
castilleja.org with questions or if you are interested in 
volunteering. 

Castilleja Used Book and Uniform Store


