
 
Science Research Methods Seminars (Rm-4) 

 
This year Upper School students will have a 
unique opportunity to hone their research 
skills and work with scientists by participating 
in one or more of Castilleja's Science Research 
Methods (Rm-4) seminars. 
 
The purpose of these modules is to introduce 
students to the open-ended nature of a 
science research environment.  In each 
module, students will work to design 
experiments, collect and analyze data, and use 
evidence to justify claims and conclusions.  
They will also develop their critical thinking 
skills, learn how to formulate questions to try 
to solve actual problems, and formally 
communicate their findings in meaningful 
ways. 
 
Rm-4 will help students develop the skills and 
habits needed to make the most of science 
internships, and will help them gain confidence 
to pursue independent research and develop 
projects for local and national competitions. 
 
The Rm-4 program will consist of several 
independent modules each year, and each 
module will explore a different field of science. 
Details and brief descriptions of each will be 
updated on the Science Department portal 
page as they become available, and modules 
will run both fall and spring semesters.  
 
Time Commitment 
Each module will be four or five sessions, one 
per week, on Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30PM 
with one Saturday session from 9:00AM-
12:00PM. 

 
 

 
 

Students may choose to participate in just one module, or they can do as many as 
their schedule will allow for, as there are no prerequisites.  High school students at 
all grade levels are encouraged to enroll. No credit or grade will be given for 
participation, but students should make every effort to attend each session in a 
given module, as group work will be affected by absences.  
 
Interested? 
Registration is now open for the Astronomy/Astrophysics module, and students 
have received sign up forms via Casti email.  The deadline to register for the first 
module is Monday, Sept. 22th.  Other modules will open for enrollment in the 
coming weeks or months. 
 
Astronomy/Astrophysics session dates: Sept. 24, Oct. 4 (Sat. session), Oct. 8,  

Oct. 15, Oct. 22 
 
Questions?   
Email Bethany Blackwell (bblackwell@castilleja.org), the Research Methods 
Coordinator, at any time. 


