


casti is  
over 100 years  
in the making

In 1907, Mary Lockey had the courage to boldly challenge the status quo  
by establishing a school for girls that focused on academic excellence, 
something that did not exist on the Pacific Coast. While the Castilleja of  
today may look different, our core values, or five Cs, remain the same:  
conscience, courtesy, character, courage and charity. And we definitely  
still challenge the status quo. Our girls are the doers, the risk takers who 
will change the world. They are, and always will be, Women Learning, 
Women Leading.



“ ”
Our mission is to inspire a quest for learning and a passion to lead. 

We provide each girl with the opportunity to grow, to develop her 

personal voice, to express her beliefs, to lead by her actions, and 

ultimately, to influence others.  

— Nanci Kauffman, Head of School

casti is  
over 100 years  
in the making



casti is
intellectual 
utopia

Amazing young women 
in grades 6–12

Student-to-faculty ratioStudents who receive  
tuition assistance 

448 6:120%



You have taught me the art of writing: how to  

organize and edit my compositions, how to make 

a claim and defend it eloquently, and how to be  

clear and succinct. Let me be clear and succinct  

now: you have changed my life.  

— Sonja ’08, Stanford ’12 in a note to  

Mrs. Thompson, English Teacher

Students of color Senior class recognized  
by National Merit  

Scholarship Corporation

Faculty with  
advanced degrees

45% 54%85%

Learning should be riveting, capturing your heart, your mind and leaving you  

wanting more. At Casti, it is just that. With a curriculum that’s both broad and deep, you can  

explore a variety of courses and dig deep when something sparks a passion. Whether you’re into  

physiology or robotics, Shakespeare or international relations, you will be inspired, challenged and  

prepared, not only for acceptance at a top college, but for a lifetime of learning, leading and doing. 

Casti is educating girls in a changing world with hands-on local and  

global experiences, interdisciplinary learning, and the latest technology. We’ve even reimagined  

our classrooms and outdoor spaces to promote creative thinking and collaborative problem solving. 

It’s learning at its absolute best, allowing girls to engage, discover and communicate effectively,  

whether they’re writing, debating or coding. 

A sampling of electives: 

African Studies

Astronomy

Biology and Economics of Cancer  

Coming of Age

Choreography 

Computer Science

Contemporary American Culture  

Dance Production Workshop

Design and Sculpture

Engineering Sustainable Solutions  

French Seminar 

Introduction to Engineering, Programming  

 and Robotics

Introduction to Philosophy

Italian Culture and Language

Movietime 8: Lights! Camera! Action! 

Photography

Science Internship Program 

Science and Politics of Gender

Shakespeare: Stage and Page

Russian History 

The excitement of the lab along with the cutting-edge results of my experiment—that may 

have been the first and only of its kind—stirred a new passion in me. I learned that I like 

being the first to do and discover.  

— Natasha ’11, Stanford ’15 on her summer internship in a  

neurobiology lab at Stanford 



casti is
relationships



Casti Traditions
 
At Opening Day Tie Ceremony, seniors cross  
the Circle to tie the ninth graders’ green ties and 
eighth grade “big sisters” eagerly tie the yellow 
tie of their sixth grade “little sisters.”  

Recent graduates receive a care package  
during the first semester of college, full of  
homemade cookies and a handwritten note,  
all from a sixth grader. 

During Upper School meeting, seniors give a  
five-minute talk on a topic meaningful to them.

Junior Senior Ringing, Rivalry and Spirit Week 
spark long-lasting friendships and memories.

Alums can come back and enjoy a free lunch 
anytime.

Every year Casti girls write hundreds of  
unsolicited thank-you notes to their teachers.
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With small class sizes and continual collaboration, there’s a dynamic here that can’t be 

replicated. And at the heart of it is mentoring. Teachers guide and inspire students, upper classwomen 

serve as teaching assistants to middle schoolers, and varsity athletes coach and encourage new players. 

These relationships extend beyond campus as well with girls reaching out to local students as advisors, 

confidants and trusted big sisters.  

One of the many joys of an all-girls school that spans seven grade levels is the camaraderie. 

You see it when girls are sitting on a bench eating frozen yogurt together, having a lively discussion in 

class, or charging down the soccer field. It’s also woven into our most heartfelt traditions. 

“Now in my senior year of college, I appreciate my 

Castilleja teachers more than ever. Although I have 

great relationships with several college professors, 

I often think about my Casti teachers whenever I 

need a boost or extra motivation to get through a 

challenging course. They continue to inspire me.” 

— Adriana ’10, Scripps ’14

“I love coming to work at Castilleja because I get 

to sit down with a student or an advisee, and talk 

through a perplexing math concept or a friendship 

challenge that she is facing. I get to see her grow  

in her confidence that she can weather a storm, that 

she can seek out and learn from the experience of 

others. It is very satisfying that I could play a role  

in her emotional or intellectual growth.” 

— Mr. Lowell, mathematics teacher, 

and parent ’16 and ’20

Cherish every moment you spend with your teachers—they are some  

of the most caring and interesting people you will ever meet. Linger after 

class, drop by to say a spontaneous hello, and be sure to ask questions.      

 They always have something to teach you, and even if you don’t realize it,   

 you always have something to learn. 

— Katherine ’13, Middlebury ’17 



casti is
innovation



It’s hands-on, sink your teeth into it learning. From tackling social entrepreneurship with a  

sister school in Africa to designing a Google app, students develop creative confidence while solving 

open-ended problems collaboratively. 

Girls revel in authentic learning experiences. California history comes alive when you read  

Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley, take a trip to the Steinbeck museum, then design your own exhibit  

of California artifacts and curate a display in our Gallery.

In our Bourn Idea Lab, students can create, tinker, and build. Whether it’s 

using common items like sand and cups to create a timekeeping device or a 3-D 

printer to bring their designs to life, students innovate using the same tools and 

skills as professional engineers. Along with prototypes, Casti girls build a huge 

amount of confidence. 

It’s a collaborative environment where our girls experiment 

and shine, discover they love math and engineering in a way 

that wouldn’t be possible in a co-ed environment.

— Angi Chau, Director of Bourn Idea Lab

Building the microscope with basic wood and a mirror gave 

me an understanding of how things work. We used our iPads 

to have a clearer, more magnified view of the bacteria on the 

slide. It was great because the whole project integrated new 

technology with old school materials. 

                — Talia ’18   



Poem by Natalie ’11,
Dartmouth ’15 

6:30 I wake up
And turn to my uniform and say, ‘Wassup?’
Zipping up my light blue skirt
I slip on a non-UV navy shirt
I’m out the door and in a hurry
Because lunch today is apple curry!

I arrive on campus in a state of awe,
People are making frost angels on the circle, ha!
My friends and I do our greeting dance
The sixth graders give us a strange glance
7:55, off to class for all of us
We have important matters to discuss

Classroom memories are the best,
Teachers full of passion and extreme zest
Their zest causing us to stalk them madly
Alas! We cannot ‘friend’ them sadly
Yet I love my teachers beyond anything here
The discussions from Heathcliff to zombies to King Lear

After classes I linger on the circle
And ponder all the different quirkles 
That solidify the campus as one
Quirks are what unite us and make life fun
Like spontaneous ninja vs. pirate debates
Or class under our desks or secret dance parties—it’s great!

From cookies to jumping in the pool fully clothed,
Castilleja is my home, something I’ve never loathed
Thinking is encouraged, people share passions
There is something for everyone from soccer to avant-garde fashions
The traditions, students and teachers act as the glue
To make Castilleja the perfect place for me and you.



In my college seminars, I tend to be one of the only women who 

raises her hand. Other women seem to have all received some memo 

about how girls are not supposed to participate actively and publicly 

in academics. I’m glad I missed this memo.  

— Clare ’11, Vanderbilt ’15

I’d describe it as a quiet confidence—people from all walks of life remark 

on it when they encounter a Castilleja graduate, and Castilleja alumnae 

from all generations recognize it in each other. I owe much to Castilleja for 

the magic that it has brought to my life.  

— Elizabeth Milne Baum ’81, parent ’13

Recent Clubs 
Diversity

 Gift of Arts

 Green Team

 Glee 

 Halford Young Women Leaders Program

Improv 

 Jhumki Basu Memorial Garden 

Kisaruni/Free the Children

Microfinance

Music for the Community

Peer Tutoring

Robotics

 Speech and Debate

The Club Scene and ACE Orgs
With over 40 options, you can find, or start, virtually any club, from Robotics to Ultimate Frisbee. Some 

are focused on personal growth, others are a vehicle for community action, and many are just pure fun. 

Each year the clubs change based on student interests.

Middle School Electives
 Arts with a Heart

Brentwood School Garden 

 Chinese Culture

 Cooking

Flame Literary Magazine

Free the Children

International Thespian Society

Maker Studio: Toys!

 Orchestra

 Origami

Puzzles and Programming

Rock Climbing



casti is taking 
center stage



Casti students have access to an impressive array of courses and activities focused  

on dance, music, and performance and visual arts. They experiment and collaborate, working with  

everything from papier-mâché to contemporary dance. They learn where their passion and abilities  

lie and can then delve into those areas. 

Core Arts  

All ninth graders take a course called Core Arts. They study dance,  

drama, music, visual arts, photography, guitar, film and design  

in a combination of academic and studio approaches in the classroom  

and on field trips. They not only learn about particular pieces but also 

use them as a means of understanding the societies and communities  

from which they emerged.

On Stage 
From choir and orchestra to Glee Club and One-Act plays, Casti girls  

have ample opportunities to perform. Four full-scale co-curricular  

theatrical and dance productions are also presented each year. 

On Display
Our Anita Seipp Gallery, a light-filled 1,000-square-foot space displays both  
professional and student exhibitions. Whether it’s individual work inspired by  
a global trip or large-scale collaborative paintings, the pieces spark discussion 
and showcase creativity. 



casti is passion 
and then some

Call it zeal, call it excitement. Whatever you call it, it is 
here and it is extraordinary. You see it in our teachers and 
students. They find their spark and suddenly life changes.

Griselda ’11, Stanford ’15 
Varsity lacrosse player and Peninsula Bridge Teaching  

Assistant, Griselda embodies the school’s values. After  

being selected to attend a Diversity Conference in 10th 

grade, she and her team developed a unit to present 

to faculty on the big “isms” (race, religion, class, sexual 

orientation, and gender) and created a full diversity 

curriculum to teach the 7th grade. Their work continued at 

the fall 10th grade retreat and Annual Diversity Reception 

where Griselda, with the maturity of an adult, led a group 

of 50 parents through a series of thought-provoking 

diversity activities. 

The single best thing about Casti is that when I’m with my friends, we can be talking about  

last night’s episode of Glee and immediately switch to why Henry Clay didn’t win a presidential 

election. Fun and intellect are not in opposition. In fact, they go hand-in-hand here. 

— Devanshi ’14

Jessica ’13, Duke ’17 

Founder of the Green Team, a campus environmental 

club, Jessica made a huge difference at Castilleja and in 

the world at large. The club allows everyone to develop 

projects they are passionate and excited about, which 

results in more action and impact. A few current projects 

include: getting smartmeters on campus so we know how 

effective our changes are, creating birdhouses, trying 

“meatless Monday” in the cafeteria, and building a very 

sturdy bench out of recycled plastic. Most important, 

Jessica and her team inspired hundreds of students to take 

responsibility for protecting our environment. 



casti is passion 
and then some

Lucy ’18 

Middle School President Lucy is a risk taker. Whether it’s 

showcasing her musical talents, getting up in front of the 

entire school to lend her perspective on a book or hitting 

the stage and dancing up a storm without ever taking a 

formal class, Lucy is a doer. And she credits that in part to 

the relationships she’s forged with fellow Casti girls as well 

as teachers. Those bonds have helped her jump in and try 

activities she never had an inkling to attempt, and to do it 

all with a huge smile.  

Noelle ’09, Bowdoin ’13,  
University of Pennsylvania School 
of Veterinary Medicine ’17
At age six Noelle wrote, “I want to be a vetraneriun and 

artist so I can help animals and paint piktures of animals 

for my office.” Over the years her spelling improved and 

determination grew. She shadowed at Adobe Animal  

Hospital in Los Altos at eight, worked in small animal  

clinics, volunteered as a therapeutic riding coach, even 

pursued wildlife veterinary medicine in Kenya. For Noelle, 

it was Casti’s all-girls atmosphere that helped her follow 

her passion with confidence. She could speak with ease  

in class, seek extra help, and take on math and science 

courses she may have shied from at a large, co-ed school. 

We couldn’t be prouder of Noelle and her commitment to 

her childhood dream. 



casti is 
powerful

League Championships

Over the past  
ten years we’ve 
celebrated: League MVPs

30 24



We are proud to have competitive and successful sports teams around and a fitness and 

wellness program that’s dedicated to healthy development. Our curriculum explores topics such as 

stress management, relationships, body image, self-defense and even personal finances. Girls can enjoy 

spinning, Pilates, kickboxing, yoga, climbing, and core strengthening. 

Joan Z. Lonergan Center
Opened in 2008, this state-of-the-art facility includes two regulation-sized gymnasiums suitable for 

competition play, weight-training and cardiovascular workout spaces, a dance studio, an indoor rock 

climbing wall, and separate locker facilities for Middle and Upper School students.  

Athletics 
Girls in Middle School are encouraged to play, regardless  

of experience. And we have a no-cut policy.

Teams include:

Basketball Tennis

Cross-Country Track and Field

Soccer Volleyball

Softball Water Polo

Swimming

Our Upper School varsity program is highly competitive,  

preparing girls to excel at the collegiate level. Freshman  

and JV teams are ideal for skill and team development. 

Gator teams include:

Basketball Swimming

Cross-Country Tennis

Golf Track and Field

Lacrosse Volleyball

Soccer Water Polo

Softball

Our coaching staff includes a four-time Olympian, 

former NBA player, LPGA apprentice, five  

professional athletes, four Castilleja alumnae,  

numerous former college athletes, and 25 Upper 

School varsity athletes.

Sports Performance program includes injury  

prevention and strength classes, specifically  

designed for female athletes.

In any given year:

85% of Middle School students compete on teams.

60% of Upper School students compete on at  

least one team. 

38 students went on to compete at the collegiate 

level in Division I, ll, or lll in last five years.

Sectional ChampionshipsSection Finalists State Championships

1312 3



The global perspective is a key component of our curriculum 

throughout the year, but it takes center stage each year during 

Global Week and when the juniors embark on their Global 

Investigator Trips.

Preparing young women to lead in a changing world means helping 
them learn from people and cultures worldwide. We want girls to  
see the real world, even the realities that are hard to look at, and to  
be inspired to lead in our communities, on a local and global scale. 
Through our ACE (Awareness, Compassion, Engagement) Center  
we offer the skills and guidance to make that leadership a reality.

Mentoring

Global

The heart and soul of Casti, mentoring is  

everywhere. Girls are teaching assistants, 

coaches, peer counselors and big sisters, 

reaching out to their younger classmates  

and the community. Casti girls remember  

who inspired and supported them and look 

for ways to pay it forward.  



Leadership opportunities abound in classrooms, clubs and 

athletics. Casti girls have instituted change in everything 

from campus energy policy to student government. They’ve 

orchestrated Green Conferences, curated Gallery exhibits, 

and given talks about diversity and acceptance. In short, they 

learn by leading.

Diversity
and

Inclusion

Leadership

It’s a mindset here. Through classroom 

practice, on-site workshops, and national 

conference participation, our girls learn how 

to lead community-wide conversations about 

equity, inclusion, and transformative decision-

making. They also develop content for the 

Middle School wellness classes.

Students can implement their own initiatives 

or engage with one of Castilleja’s local or  

international non-profit partners. Girls hone 

their leadership skills while fostering change. 

Community
Action

Internships 
and 

Networking

An extension of real-world learning, intern-

ships allow our girls to pursue interests along 

with industry professionals. And, our robust 

database connects alumnae, parents and 

mentors to support this work. 



casti is 
worldly

Global Week 

Annual themes such as Social Change: Stand-
ing Up and Speaking Out, Food Justice and  
Sustainability, China and India, Peace, and the 
Americas are brought to life with inspiring 
speakers like two-time Pulitzer Prize winner 
New York Times columnist Nicholas Kristof, 
thought-provoking workshops, films, alumnae 
panels and cultural arts performances. It’s a 
chance to go deep and think big.

 

Speakers and Performances  

Extraordinary speakers share their stories and  
inspire our girls. Our unparalleled series has  
included: Al Gore, Madeleine Albright, Queen 
Noor, Craig Kielburger, Muhammad Yunus,  
Greg Mortenson, and Youth Speaks. 

Language, Culture and  
Service Trips 
Students travel to Peru, France, Canada,  
Nicaragua, and Italy to study languages and  
cultures in a way unlike any classroom. They  
enjoy homestays, service projects and seeing  
the sites they’ve learned about in class. 

 

Global Investigator Trips  

Each year the entire junior class travels to  
China, India, Guatemala and France to  
investigate and partner on issues of social  
equity and justice, immigration, environmental 
sustainability and the role of women in society. 
The girls investigate cultures, explore the  
communities, interview local residents and  
return home having gained deep insight and  
a rare personal experience.  





Oakland, CA
Casti alum, Kirsten ’96 starts Revolution Foods. She is asked  
to attend a meeting at the White House, and her company  
receives the 2nd Annual Innovation Award.

San Jose, CA
Sebha ’96 founds and serves as Principal of KIPP San Jose.

Campo, Mexico to British Columbia, Canada
Rachel ’94 hikes the Pacific Crest Trail to raise money  
for Breast Cancer research and prevention.

Granada, Nicaragua
Students incorporate Spanish language immersion and  
service projects on their Spring Break trip.

New Orleans, LA
Middle School girls visit Audubon Charter School and assist  
with Katrina cleanup. 

Orlando, FL
Nicole ’11 wins 2nd gold medal at a Taekwon-Do competition.

Toronto, Canada
A group of 7th graders spend a week as exchange students, and 
then their hosts come to visit Casti.

Washington, DC
Sarah ’14 competes in the final round of the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee.

Cambridge, MA
Four Casti grads earn starting positions on the Harvard  
volleyball team. 

New York City
Casti and Yale alum Molly ’05 lands her first job as a writer for  
The New York Observer.

Argentina
Three alumnae from the Class of ’06 reunite in Buenos Aires  
during their study abroad semester.

St. Andrew’s, Scotland
Three Casti girls decide to attend St. Andrew’s University  
for college.
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With our far-reaching service projects, alumnae accomplishments and travel abroad,  
our campus has expanded…a lot. 



Hadrian’s Wall, England
Students and Faculty travel to Northern England to work on an 
archeological dig. 

Saulheim, Germany
Patricia, a junior from Germany, spends a semester studying 
with Castilleja’s sophomore class. 

Damascus, Syria
Lizzie ’08 and Stanford ’12 is awarded a Boren Scholarship to 
study Arabic at the University of Damascus.

Madaba-Manja, Jordan
Kat ’13 spends a semester studying at King’s Academy.

Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia
Jhumki ’94 conducts a research project, interviewing homeless 
children and presenting outreach findings to UNICEF, Geneva.

Kenya
Kisaruni Girls School and Casti students partner on a social 
entrepreneurship project.

With our far-reaching service projects, alumnae accomplishments and travel abroad,  
our campus has expanded…a lot. 

Africa
Students rally to raise money for the building of a  
much-needed well.

Ghor Province, Afghanistan
Sara ’96 educates and empowers girls within the country’s 
male-dominated environment.

Delhi, India
Saima ’04 and Stanford ’08 creates The Roshni Academy  
to identify, train and mentor girls from socioeconomically  
underprivileged communities.

Shanghai, China
Casti’s sister school, The No. 3 Girls School, hosts some of the 
junior class during the annual Global Investigator Trip.

Sydney, Australia
Castilleja’s chorus performs at the Sydney Opera House.
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To learn more about what Casti is, please contact our Office of Admissions. 

650.470.7733
www.castilleja.org

We’re proud to enroll students who will gain the most from a Casti experience, 
regardless of financial status. We utilize need-blind admissions policy so any 
application for financial assistance will not in any way affect our decision.

♻ Printed on FSC certified recycled paper with vegetable based inks.

casti isa school. An extraordinary one at that. 

But no words can do justice to what it truly is 

because Casti isn’t a particular building or a  

sought-after class. It’s a journey. It’s the  

passions you uncover, the best friend 

you never saw coming, the exposure to the 

world at large. Casti is a place where you are 

comfortable enough to try something  
you never thought possible. 
Yet, as extraordinary as Casti is, it’s simply  

preparing you for a lifetime of experiences 

just as spectacular. 


